* 
te 


+ * . 7 
np 


17 


8 


0 
” 


* ** 


l U 
2 1 


n Zr EE a te OS Os ps aan 


\ / 4 ) R ' 


* 8 . * 


id 
2 2 — . 7 — 5 SI 
—_— : 
— — — — ——ͤ—1w—ẽ eve wor — — — — r = 


——äö ö Er — ꝗ ꝗ — — — OO; BD. REO y — EET — 


by 


EA a 


THE 


15 E * ＋ E R 8 


OF 


Mademoiſelle Ninon —_— 


9 


The Marquis de Sevignt, 


*. - by 
a 38 6 
% * 
e 


LETTER XXI. 


quis! Tou are far gone truly. I 


tall not ſhew your letter. You would be 
made à jeſt of. You cannot, you ſay, em- 5 


ploy the artifice I adviſed you to. Your 


WW candor 


erke r 
. — 


ou would 8 integrity in EA Mar- 


”m_ 
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| candor and refined: ſentiments might have 
_ raiſed your character in ancient days. Love 
was then conſidered as an affair of honour | 
and punctilio. But at preſent, ſince the 
corruption of times has quite changed our 
- notions, it is treated meerly as a fport of 
i vanity or caprice. Your inexperience has 
left a ſtiffneſs in your moral that will cer- 
ll  tainly demoliſh you, if your good ſenſe. 
Fi: does not ſupple you to the manners of the | 
age: 5 


— . * 
— —— ͤ —äà— —êc 


— 


| One muſt nat, now-a-days, keep a 
| 4--- window in our breaſts. All i is grimace : 


we muſt take up with complaiſance, pro- 
| feſſions, and outward ſhew : *tis an uni -; 
verlal comedy, and the world are much 
in the right to perform it. Society would 
ſoon be at an end, were we mutually to 
declare our true ſentiments of each other, 
the bad along with the good. The ne- 
ceſſary intercourſe of mankind © obliged 


| them to lay alide this uncouth ſincerity 
3 „ by ; $6.4 = 7 1 


my 
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at to aſſume a certain poliſhed phraſe, | 
and e addreſs in the n of it. 


This habit, by ms is in in 
galantry; and notwithſtanding your nice 
ſcruples, you muſt agree that when the 
manners of politeneſs are rot employed | 
to ridicule or deceive, they are to be rec- 
koned among the ſocial virtues—and the 

commerce in which it is moſt neceſſary to 
5 diſguiſe our ſentiments, i 18 galantry. Upon 
many occaſions,'a lover gains as much by 
concealing the greatneſs of his paſſion, as 
| he does ou! others by feigning i ir. 


8 know the Counteſs, her charafter,— | 
She has more addreſs than you. I dare 
ſay, that ſhe diſſembles her affections for 

you, with as much pains as you take to 
multiply the proofs of yours. I muſt. 
repeat ĩt again Be leſs aſſiduous, and you 
will be better received. Make her jealous 


in ber turn. Give her fears of loling 
Az . 


deavouring to penetrate the ſentiments of 


Sh MADAME p=-L'ENCLOS 'To 
you. V1. warrant, then you'll. ſoon find 


her more complying. *Tis at leaſt the 
ſureſt way of knowing the rank mou hold 
in her er 


LETTER XI. l 


EN PR filenee, Marquis! I re- 
ally began to be uneaſy. The ap- 


| plication of my adviee, then, has been 
ſucceſsful. I. wiſh: yay joy of it. But 
1 am angry with you; fer being cha- 
grined becauſe the ROTOR = 2 . 
| confeſsion in form. The I love you, it 


ſeems, is a precious expreflion- with . | 
During this fortnight you have been en · 


the Counteſs, and have at length attained 


them. You have diſrovered her regards 
for you. What ſhould you deſire more ? 
Would a fimple confeffion give you a fur- 

ther _ over _ heart There is ſome- 


ching 
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c thing impolitie in this conduct: for do 

you know: that. nothing is more apt to diſ- 
guſt a woman of any nicety, tham the in- 
ſiſting upon that very expreſtion, ſne has; 
refuſed you? You are much miſtaken.» 


To: a lover of true delicacy, this refuſal. 


would, be: infinitely emen to an 2 


plicit declaration. 


Would you ; vinderſidhd- your true in- 


tereſt? Inſtead of preſſing your miſtreſs 


upon this point, you ſhould endeavour: 


rather; as L told you before, to hide from 


herſelf the progreſs of her attachment to- 
ward you: Contrive to win her affections; 
before ſhe perecives your deſign x and con- 


ceal it much ab poſſitsle, n her | 
enn;pbieremions*'*! ar 1 % OY 


7 e * 
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Cine imagine a fu tlon more chase 1 
ing, khag g perceive a heart inte eſted un 


ones behalf, without the teaſt conſciou ſueſs 
in ifelf 3: growing warm by degrees, and. 


Iv -" = Ks © melting, 


- 
' > 
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melting away to the moſt perfect tender- 
_ neſs? | What tranſport, . to rejoice in ſe- 
eret over all its emotions, to guide, to 
augment, to r them, and to 
congratulate one's ſelf on the victory, be- 
fore the yielding fair has ſurmiſed even a 
ſuſpicion of the fiege! T heſe e I 
. pleaſures indeed | ng; 25 950 27 


Attend to me, Aarcjuie's 31 beluve y your- 
fall toward the” Counteſs, as if the con- 
feflion had already eſcaped her. Perhaps 
you may never be able to prevail on her to 
pronounce the words, I love you but tis 
becauſe ſhe really loves you, that ſhe will 
not ſay ſo; While at the ſame time ſhe is 
doing every thing neeeſſary to convince. 
you of it. Women labour under great 
difficulties: they are at leaſt as willing as 
vol to acknowledge 1 the paſſion you have 
_ Iiſpired chem with. But 'what'would- you 
have chem do, Marquis? Men, moſt 

us * * for theinſelves, 

* 20 „„ 
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have affixed a certain ſhame to the confel: 
ſion of our paſſion 3 and whatever notions - 
ye may have framed of our manners of 
thinking, believe me that this ſame decla- 
ration is always a mortifying circumſtance - 
to us. Thoſe who have the leaſt know- 
ledge of the world, muſt be very ſenſible 
of the conſequences. | The I love you, in 

itſelf, is certainly a very innocent expreſ- 
ſion; but the effects attending it, muſt 
neceſſarily alarm us. It reſts upon you 
then, to conceal them from us, and to ſhut 
our eyes upon the di pared you are e lead- 
ing us toward. : = 


* 


Befdes nn attend to is: Nice _. 
point. Four obſtinacy in perſiſting i in this 
confeſſion, is leſs the effect of love, than 
vanity ; and you will find it a difficult 
matter to deceive us about the real mo- 
tives of your inſtances. Nature Has en- | 


dowed us with an admirablecinſtin 4 and 


has taught us. to diſtinguiſh with great ; 
195 As. DEEDS: 


* MADAME nz I?ENCLOS ro 


der between what ariſes from the 
| 3 et and. hat i 5 Rn | 


+ +a 4 4 


"Deer: Cane to the effects 838 | 
by the love we have ourſelves inſpired, we 
freely pardon ye the indiſcretions, the ex- 
travagancies—the whole catalogue of fol. 
hes you. lovers are liable ta, But, you 
will always find us intractible, whenever 
| your pride attempts to combat ours. It 
1s hardly to. be credited, | but you. often 
diſguſt us. by things: which are by no means 
neceſſary to your own happineſs. . Your 
vanity graſps. : at en while / 5 e 
8 pe vou. 


i you "ak govesn, one . my 
judgment, tun aſide from this vajn pur- 
ſuit, begin to enjoy a ſurer earneſt; of your 
triumph, taſte the dear pleaſure of hiding 
this ſecret from her n heart, and ſuffer 
a for a-while, to Jae in her afluent 


{ec art | 


gy 
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| ſecurity; Suppoſe that your: ĩmportunities 
fhovilfl ac length wreſt:this ſo envied phraſe 


from her lips; uchat more certain ad van! 
tage would you ꝑain by it? -Yoar: doubts}, 
woulll they then ceaſe ? Could: you reſt 
ſatisfied whether — 1 


to anne or to love? 


* ktow: women perbeckiy welk | They 8 
105 deceive by premeditated action, or 
deliberate ſpeech ; but the involuntary to- 
kens of a-paſsion, chey are ſtriving to con- 
ceal, bear ſure and certain teſtimony. In 


fine, the confeſsions truly flattering, are 


never choſe we make, but wo that fs. 
GN us. | 


LETTER xx 


| u. you pardon me, Mare uis? 1 
Y laugh at your afflictions! You: 


fake things extremely to the heart! Somę 
indiſcretions of yours have raiſed the re- 


& G&-:-- ſentment 


. 


12 MDR. 2 -= ENCLOS To! 


| ſentment of the Counteſs, and your in- 
quietude is inempreſsible. You kiſſed 


5 5 her hand with an emphaſis that was ta- 


— 
— —— ꝛ — — 
* 4 


ken notice of by the company; ſne 
ſhewed public marks; of her diſpleaſure; 
and the conſtant preferences you ob- 
ſerve toward; her, ever mortifying to 
other women, have expoſed you to the 
piqued railleries _ the. ene her 
 fiſter-in-law.. — V . N99 5 "WE: 
OL 2421151798 3 01 . Ad 
$6 Theſe, are, in fad 3 N da 
tunate events! 1 But are you really ſo ſim- 
ple as to betake yourſelf to deſpair, upon 
the outward appearance of ſuch a quar- 
rel, without conceiving the leaſt hope of 
2 inward forgiveneſs ? »Tis left for me, 
e to. re- aſſure your couragę; and, 
in order to this, T ſhall be forced to re- 
. yeal, ſome. more of our female myſteries 
to vou. FE cannot, upon every occaſion, | 
2 apolo 1 es for oùr ſex. —] owe: you 


. have x promiled it—and, 12 452 | 
"ME: * : IR 


DA Women 


betray the ſentiments we have inſpireds 


allays e our * ä Blended 
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Women are generally actuated by two 
incompatible paſſions the deſire of. plea- 
ſing, and the fear of infumy. Judge 
you" of our embarraſment l Onidne hand? 

we are ardent to have witneſſes of the efs 


fects of our charms. Forever occupiet 
toward 


e ma ing ourſelves: taken notice 


of, and tranſported witineverꝝ opportunity . 
of humbling other Nomen, we would ren» 


der them ſpectators of euery hoinage paid 


us, and of all the preftrencts we obtain. 
Would you know wherein the pen lies F 
here? In mortifying the pride of 
vals meerly,—Thoſe--indiſcretions wn 


delight us in proportion to their deſp pair.— 


In fine, ſuch imprudences convince us 


better 6f your paſſion} tha? tilt timidit 
and caution which are ep dar of: beler 


bang ür chers. 


„„ 3 3 * : „ 12 1 AS F 4 15 5 "4 
; 1129: 4% Art >} Er 3 15 


„ But, on the hes hand, what bitterneſs | 


with 8 


— — —— — 


— 
| 


. of ſoeing d 


rr or Genres —— 
4 
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with theſe advantages are the malice of our 


rivals, and perhaps the contempt of: owe 
lovers. Beſides, another bard c aſe is, that 


the world knows- n dafference between 


| thoſe who + receive! your adureſſes, and 


thoſe who reward them. Alone, or in 


fober thoughtz eety rational woman would 


prefer the charactonb chaffity, to the fame 


olf betty: Rut, place the beſt of us 


e eee a rab capable .of dif- 
putingy veith: her tſte prize Weref ſhe to 


riſſt that reputation ſhe was the moment 


before ſa.jealous-of—was the lover to en- 
danger it ta the laſt degree - no conſidera - 
tion is of equal weight with the 3 
g BRefarpacks'- 


11! 


. _ 
24a ty 


"ow wile receive, your Reber, . 


tow x ; ſhe will imagine at” firſt, that ſhe 


pays them to gratitude alone; but you; will 


find them earneſts of her. affection.— 
Avoiding to-appear ungrateful, we exceed 


55 to 


23 * 
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to fondneſs.* Your indiſcretions then, ne- 


ver offend us. When we ſeem to reſent, 


tis becauſe we ſhould ſave appearances, 


and that you would be yourſelves thi fut 


to cenjure a too _—_ mii 


But, Peron care ee you- "otitis this 
point. Not to treſpaſs, upon ſuch occa- 
fions, would, be a. certain way to offeridt us. 


We recommend prudence and diſcretion: 


to ys. Is not this the part given us to 
play ? Is it neceſſary that we ſhould teach 
you. yours? Oft' have I heard it faid; 


that to take the Letter, was to miſtake 
the Spirit of a law. You will anſwer 


our intentions, when you know. how to 
conftrue them. | 


4 Vhero 18. an ſame e 1e 1 


Great ſpirits bear misfortunes hardly. "es 


© Gandofficedlaim gratitude : and prides, =. 
« Where power is wanting, will uſurp a little, 


. And make us, rather than be thought behind- hand, 
mM Wh over krise. . 


5 LETTER 


: mukiplying . by an affected incredu- 


10 | e vr enen To! 


* 
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LETTER XIV. 


HE NE it 1 is at pre- 
ſent on the deſenſive. You think 
the has now no other deſign but to prove 


your attachments. Whatever preferences 


you mark towards her, however-indiſ- 


crcetly you teſtify your paſſion, ſhe receives 
them all without reſentment: the leaſt 
apology ſilences her reproofs, and her 
piques have ſomething ſo engaging in 
them, that {ob even lay ww to ef 


n them... "% CREYL 5 5 $i | A (** 


fo xa leans, with you. in the 
pleaſure that ſuch a ſuce fs muſt afford 


you. But, however theſe proceedings may 
flatter you, if you have any eſteem for 


her, you ſhould endeavour to put an end 
to them. Women, who have any ſenſe, 


or the leaſt attention to their reputations, | 


but little © un: deritand their true intereſts, in 


* 


Taz MARQUIS ve SEVIGNE. 1) 
lity, the. occaſions of cenſure. Muſt they 


not know it is not their moſt frail moments 


that moſt” affect their characters? The 
doubts they pretend about the paſſion they 
have inſpired, do them often more iner, 


| even n than their defeat ieſelf. © 


1 23 I 8 18 


White they matt Weh a thaw” 


ry imprudences expoſe them. They 
break bulk, and vend their reputations. 


by retail. While a lover finds them ſtill 
dubious of his attachments, he throws 
aſide all reſerve, whenever he meets wi th, IDE. 
any opportui ty. 275 ſhewing the ſincerity 
of his profeſſions.” The moſt vos 
earneſtneſs; the” wor diſtinguiſhed 3 ; 
ferences, and the mot unguarded lick. 


tude, appear to Him the ſureſt method of | 


conviction; ' And van "he mike oſtentarion 5 

of all theſe cares and afiduities, ibi | 

having them taken notice of by the world : 

n Piquing the pride of other Wo- 
TE | men — 
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men without. provoking, their We cen · 
een reines d cn 


. 8 as ee are ſettled, that 
is, as. ſoon as we begin to believe ourſelves 
really beloved, nothing appears outwardly. 
nothing tranſpires.— And, if our engage- 
ments happen to be ſuſpecte d, if gur diſ- 

guiſe ! is diſcovered, it muſt be, from the 
| recollection, of. what had paſſed before our 
. affections, were determined. I wiſh. then, 

for the fake of. both parties, that whenever 
A woman Perecives, herſelf indifferent to a 
be a 


— 


A — 
\ \ 


— 2 — 
— 
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moment 7 is perſuade ſhe is truly be- 
loved by a man the likes, ma alen 
ledge this conyidtion.—Seving and reſerving 
to herſelf, however, the dear right of obli- 
ging him. to hope, fear, pray, and beſeech, 
asg long as ſhe thinks fit, before ſhe con- 
| | feſſes 
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feſſes her rent acta For one 
cannot ſeem. to doubt, without laying thie 
lover under a neceſsity of proving his ſin- 


cerity z; and he cannot demonſtrate: it with 


ſucceſs, without. making the public his 


confidents,-. by hen too ee earneſtneſs of 
his: d | | | 


17 N 


This advice would have been by no 


means neceſſary in former times, when 


the want. of addreſs. in men ſuffered wo- 


men to remain intractable. But now- a- 


| days,. that the reſolution. of the aſfarlants 


leave us fo little power of defenct- Hat 


preſent, when. it is affirmed, that ſince the 
invention of poder, no citadel. is ĩmpreg : 


nable hy ſhould. we expoſe ourſelves to 
the tediouſneſs of a ſiege in form, when it 
1s certain, that after a great deal of loſs | 


and tauble. we ouſt capitnlate at, laſt ? 


| Then teach your charming Coun teſs this 
prudent 1cfſon.—Shew. her the inconvenien- 
1 8 "00 
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ces of any further diffidence ; you will con- 
vince her of your paſsion. — You will 
force her to believe you, by the -manage- 
ment ſhe ſhould have of her-reputation, 
which will ſupply her with one reaſon more, 
for according you a credit, which ſhe has 


perhaps, been for ſome t time in pain to re- 
* . as 


— 


e e Te wut} 


r . 


Y laſt letter, then, has W 
1404 you, Marquis, and you inſiſt upon 
it, that *cis not impoſsible to meet with 
virtuous women, even in theſe our Days. 
And well! did I ever deny it? In com. 
paring women to places beſieged, did 1 
ſay that there were no towns which had 

never been taken? Nay, how could 1 
ſay ſo, when there are many that were ne- 
ver inveſted ?. You ſee, then, how per- 
fey: I _ with you” Bur to ba 
any 


Tas MARQUIS vs SEVIGNE. 2 
any farther miſtakes between us, on this 
point, let me explain myſelf a little. 


Here follows * ſyſtem of * upon | 
this article, 


I ſtedfaſtly believe in women of virtue, 
who have never been aſſaulted, or where 
the ſiege has been ill carried on. I be- 
lieve alſo, in women of virtue, tho” aſ- 
| faulted and well inveſted when they hap- 

pen to have neither a turn for galantry, 


nor ſtrong paſsions, nor opportunity, nor 
a Giſagreeghle huſband. | ; 


— 


Thaw a mind to repeat t to you, on this — 
occaſion, a ſenſible converſation I had 
once, upon this ſubject, when I was very 

young, with a certain prude, whom an 
unlucky adventure happened to. betray to 
public cenſure. I had but little experi- 
ence at that time, and judged always of 
others with that ſeverity one is apt to 
preſerve, till our own perſonal weakneſſes 
have inſpired, us with ſomewhat more of 
: indul- 
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aidulgence toward the failings of our 
neighbours. I had made very free with 
this lady's character, and ſhe had heard i 6 
I met her accidentally one day, at the 
houſe of a friend. She took me aſide, and 
held the following diſcourſe with me, 
which made "ſuch an impreſsion on my 
memory, that the very n be not 


been yet effaced. 5 


t is not with. deſign to FRONTS un 
«ſaid: the, with the liberty of ſpeech you 
have taken, relative to my misfortune, 


— — 
* 
" 


— —— 
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« that I have ſought this opportunity of 
«. entertaining you alone, It is to inform 
e you-· of ſome ſentiments upon this topic; 
«: which, if you do not die very young, 
« you may; perhaps, one Yay ms coin 
«the full force 7 | 


20 Towhivecovſired pond freely, 


e and ſeem to regard me with that diſdain, 


— — G _————— 
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*-which argues how-much-you are elated, 
on account of — — never yet 
. | | To, 3 given 
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6. given the world any manner of ad. 
vantage againſt you. You imagine that 
« you have virtue, and preſume this prin- 
« ciple will ever abide with-you. Theſe 
« are, my dear child, but the illofions of 
your :{elf-ſafficience. I am called up- 
on to inſtruct your inexperience, and 
to make you ſuſpect, chat ſo far from 
being able to depend upon this ſame 
„virtue, which renders you ſo inexo- 
« rable to others, you cannot be cer- 
« tain even whether, you have any of it 
« at all. This aſſertion may, perhaps, 
* ſurprize you; but lend me your whole 
attention, and you may probably be 
ſoon convinced of the truth of my 
N affirmation, 6 


Men have not yet -paid their ad- 
4 dreſſes to you: your mirrour, alone, 
* has given you an idea of your charms. 
* Your heart — I judge from the care- 
* geſſneſs of your whole -deportment— 

. e 


— 
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has not yet entered vou into its ſe. 
* cret councils, The, impulſes. of na- 
ture have not hitherto—Here ſhe Was 
FE.”  miſtaken—explained themſelves. to you, 
While you remain in ſuch. an indo- 
dent ſituation, or while your guar- 
* dians keep you in view, if I may fo 
< expreſs myſelf, I will man * | 
0 for .. 


7-08 But— after your heart has' * | 
ec ſed you a little —when thoſe eyes, that 


* wound already, ſhall have received 


< the addition of ſentimental life and 
« expreſsion — when thoſe windows 1% 
© the breaſt ſhall have betrayed love by 
$ intuition — when interior movements 
„ ſhall have rouſed you from ſupine 
* neſs— in fine, when inclinations, al- 
< moſt ſmothered by the ſcruples of 
« ſtrict education, may have occaſioned 
<6 you to | bluſh ſometimes in ſecret 
then, my dear prude, your own ſen⸗ 


« bil, and the ſtruggles you will 
exert 
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Þ « exert to overcome it, may by degrees, 
a · « diminiſh your ſeverity toward others, 
as « and ſuffer. their failings to plead ſome 
u. « defence: before your too rigid tribunal, 
0 „be judge will mitigate the verdict. 
r- „he experience of your own weak- 
ſo a neſs will caution you from deeming 


IN- your virtue infallible. Nay, your ſur- 
| aner be' ſtill - carried farther, and 
« the little aid you may be able to deduce 


from thence, will: naturally raiſe fome 
Ky ſuſpicion, that in reality, you never 


«were rg of Huch a . at 
8 a. 


# 
A 9. 
2121 i wt + 


Women are in the ſame predicament. 


« We. have. tried an enemy, we are ig- 
© norant how far he i is redoubtable, and 


W 


* — —— — ooo — 
eee — 


C « Cin one 7 Ie en that a man is 
0 brave, who has never been eſſayed? 


Experience alone, equally approves 
6 chaſtity, and aſcertains valour. | Till | 


* what: degree of proweſs i it may be re- 
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* quiſir to oppoſe 10 him. In like man · 
_ © hier, before a woman has the right to 
1 compliment herſelf on account of virtue 
or chaſtity, as eſſentially within her own 
powers, ſhe” ſhould: be certain that no 
< danger, however great, no motive 
< thoagh ever ſo preſſing, nor any pre- 
| 6. tence, how plauſible ſoever, can have 
ec force enough to overcome her teſo- 
< hition, It is requiſite chat the moſt fa- 
< vourable opportunity. the fendeſt paſ- 
4 fon, the fureſt: reliance. on ſeerecy, 
< the moſt perfect eſteem and confidence 
in the lover; in a word, that all theſe 
| * allurements, combined together, ſhall 
* not be ſuffittent to warp her integrity. 


: « In reality, to be affured that. he: 
© virtues Is eee, in the r 


d Fighting i is 'brivery, but deefiding it Is pru- 
dence: and there is this Happy difference between 
the ſexes, with regard to this Point, "that men may 
ſometimes injure their character, but women uni- 
verſally inſure theirs, by avoiding. the conffictl. 
The Parthian exerciſe is our beſt diſcipline. 


— => 
— — 
— 
— 2 — — — 


: 
; 1 
YA} + 
: ö 
1 
| 14 
14 { 
: {4 
x 
4! 
4 it 4 
13 
Ty 
11 
11 
£ 
/ 4 
Ii 


| 
| 
| 


* * — 
B ——————— 
% 
: : 


— 
—— 
— 2 — 


——— 


— 


— 
—»— — 


r 1 — — — * 
* B Ww * ö * — — _ — 
_ —— 8 = 
—— 
— — = 
— 


<—_ —— — —— 
m — — . — — 1 
* — — 
8 
4 —= — 
— 
———— —-—½ __ = 
. — _—— 


| Ggnifi- 


— 


Tas MARQUIS vx SEVIGNE. 57 


« ſgnification of the expreſſion, - ſhe muſt 
be one who has” vindicated her chaſtity 
« from all theſe united dangers: for it 
4 would be but a ſlight merit to have 
« reſiſted love, without conſtitution op- 
* portunity, without paſſion —or deſires, 
« without” occaſion. Her chaſtity muſt 
_ « ſtill remain problematical, before ſhe 
* has been encountered by allthe forees that 
< are capable of being brought down a- | 
« gainſt her. For it may well be ur- 
«ped, that with a different kind of com- 
« plexion, the might not have reſiſted 
love: or, that an unlucky occaſion 


" might. have gen, Ten] n 
& W 


0 At this rate TORS 1 replied, aha 
& may not be ſuch a perſon in the world, 
* 28 a virtuous woman: for, tis very pro- 
** bable that we may not be able to pro- 
duce a ſingle inſtance, where ſuch a 
train of artillery has been played off 
* 2 2 * againſt 
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<« againſt any one fortreſs,” < Tis more 
than probable, ſays ſhe ; but would 

you know the reaſon? Becauſe ſuch a 
combined force is rarely requiſite to | 
by conquer our ; reſiſtance.” Sometimes, 

<-one of theſe enemies alone, may be 

5 neben to do our W 5 5700 


1 fill Rte as Yau, Sia to {think 
« then, ſaid = that our virtue is by no 
+ means in our. own. power, ſince you 
© make it to depend upon ſo many 
2 circumſtances, foreign to our own 


5 election.“ 


« \Certalnly—prithee Hofrer me—Is it 
"oP « within the power of your own election 
Lee to give yourſelf a warm or a cold com- 

« plexion? Can you aſſume reſolution 
«6 ſufficient -to combat the impetuoſity of 
< paſſion? Can you arrange all the circum. 
4 ſtances of your life ſo happily, as never 


« 515 fing yourſelf alone with. a lover 
| : cc you 
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0 you approve, who knows his advan- 
e tages, and how to profit of them? In 
« ſhort, is it in your power to prevent 
« his addreſſes, though innocent at firſt, 
from marking on your affections, thoſe 
6 impreſſi ons, which it is natural for 
them to ſtrike ? Thoſe things are cer- 
e tainly, neither within our option, or 
of power—And to affirm the contrary, 
«* would be as unphiloſophic, as to ſay 
% that ſteel oy" rene the loadſtone. | 


* : 
240004. * 


1 And, yet you. pretend that your 
virtue is within your on province ! 
« How - vain to attribute to ones ſelf a 
* principle to-day, which we may be in 
danger of forfeiting to-morrow! The 
« chaſtity of women, Hike every other 
advantage, boaſted or poſſeſſed by 
* mortals, is a peculiar grace from heaven. 

Alt is a dea and therefore rr be 
” "Tefulee' us. ws 


a 


B 3 Conſider 


2 
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125 Conſider then how partially vou 
« yaunt yourſelf, from the meer preſump- 
tions of your. ſelf. ſufficience; and ac- 
ce knowledge your injuſtice, in ſo un- 
« charitably cenſuring _ thoſe, who may 
<« have received from nature an irreſiſti- 
« ble proneneſs to love, whom a violent 
« paſſion might have overpowered, or 
« who may have been ſurprized at ſome 
* of thoſe untucky moments, in which, 

e perhaps, you might not have extri- 
< cated yourſelf, _= bettet ſucceſs, 


It you'll attend, I hall ſupply. you 
e with .a farther proof of the juſtneſs of 
< my reaſoning.” Are you not ſecretly 
10 of opinion, that every , woman who 
10 would preſerve her integrity, ſhould 
tc affiduouſly parry every. kind of advan- 
d tage that may poſſibly be taken a- 
60 gainſt her? That ſhe ought to pay 
< attention even to trifles, the moſt minute 
g in themſelves, becauſe they may lead 

P 60 Per- 


* ol 
1 
4 hs = 
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; 6 perchance, to things of mere importance ? 
is much a ſafer refuge, to diſcourage 
« the purſuit by a proper reſerve, than to 
2» . upon our defence, upon the at- 
66 e tack. | 


* May not tthe 8 of my propoſitio tion 
e be evinced from this one argument alſo, 
te that the experience of mothers induces 
s them to lay every kind of reſtraint upon 
« their daughters, that prudence can de- 
9 5 viſe ? They proceed further.— A cau- 
« tious - matron depends neither upon the 
"Mm principles of her ward, nor on the fear 
© of intamy. nor upon the unfavourable 
< opinions ſhe has inſtilled with regard to 
& the, morals of men: ſne keeps her con- 
tantly in vicm; ſhe qppoſes every diffi- 
« culey he can contrie, in ae re er 
2 ee 


1 What! is the mon. of all ks pre- 
* Lcautions ? Is it nat that theſe guardians 
B . tremble 


« tremble — ſhould chopſurer us 
10 to be expoſed for one moment to danger? 


« And yet, notwithſtanding all this clojf- 


er diſcipline, how. frequently does it 
„happen, that love has the power of tri. 
« ping: | over every bulwark ! 5 20 


1 young woman, well kita; or 
"0 expreſs myſelf, Juſter, well attended 
eto, conceives a certain pride in her vir- 
tue, becauſe ſhe is apt to impute it to 


* her peculiar merit: but in Truth, it is 
* only a ſlave, which tho? cloſely chained, 


* would challenge praiſe for not running 
| Ee , 2 


6 away. 


1 Prithee, look round, and u a· 
mong what claſſes of life, you generally 
* find the forlorn hope. Is it not in thoſe, 
„here they are neither rich or happy e- 


* nough to be conſtantly ſurrounded with 


e Al] thoſe outworks which may have pro- 


T bably guarded yourſelf ? In thoſe, where 
9 men 
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oY men have attacked them with: more aſ- 
6 ſurance, more eaſily, more frequently, 
« and conſequently, with all manner of ad- 
« yantages? In thoſe, where the impreſ- 


* ſions of education, example, pride, or 


the proſpect of ſome. happy eſtabliſh. 


e ment, have not defended them? A rank 


or two lower, you might yourſelf have 
« been born that very woman whom you 


now diſdain ; and notwithſtanding thoſe 
* adventitious ſuccours, which have ſup- 
16 ported the virtue you are now ſo vain of, 
« it is poſſible that in a few days, you may 


become more deſpicable than her, be- 


s cauſe you have had ſome advantages a- 
10 bove her. K ki 


«] do not, 3 take away from 
« the merit of your virtue, in order to 
« lefſen your attachment to it: but, by 
te giving you ſome idea of your own weak- 
* neſs, I mean only to draw from you a 


1 littls indulgence toward thoſe —— | 
75 1 > S ones, 
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ones, whom too: impetuous A paſfion, 


<« or the fortuitouſneſs of ather. cincum- 
< ſtances, may have precipitated _ into a 


ſituation, ſo truly mortifying to their 
< own reflections. My ſole intent is, to 


< convince you, that you ſhould not exult 
<«< ſo much upon an advantage, which you 
<.are not indebted to yourſelf for, and 
vhich the accidents af to-morrow . 


ee ee 8 of. ? 


. She would Hae Pose oy TROY 
| terrupted by perſons who goin vs. It 
was not long before my on experience 


ice 


convinced me, that 1 ought not te have 
- conceived ſo high an opinion of many vir- 
tues, which had been impoſed upon me for 


ſuch . with my own. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


I Perte&ly agree with you, Marguis— 
4 Though the ſentiments 1 communi- 
cated to you in my laſt letter, may ap- 
pear true in ſpeculation, it may however 
be dangerous that all women ſhould be - 
too much convinced of them. It is not 
through an opinion of our frailty, that we 
are likely to remain chafte; but from an 
happy perſuaſion that we are free agents, 
and at perfect liberty to reſiſt or yield. 
Is it by telling a foldier he ſhall be over- 
come, that you inſpirit his courage to the 
combat ? But you might eaſily have per- 
ceived that the perſon who harangued in 
my letter, had a perſonal intereſt in eſta- 


ws her philoſophy. 


It is true, that to look narrowly in into the 
general frailty of human nature, her argu- 
ments * appear ſpecious, at leaſl but 

| B SG 0M 


uy# 
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it may be juſtly apprehended, that by al- 
lowing us to reaſon thus, upon the nature 
of virtue, we admit thoſe rules to be 


| 
| 
doubtful, which we ſhould implicitly ac- 
cept; and practiſe as ordinances, | the | 
very examining into which i is to be deemed 0 
a crime. | [ 
bende to ſd women that their 
virtue is. .not ſpecifical, would probably 4 
1 deſtroy their ſtrongeſt motive for preſer- ti 
. ving it. Namely, the fond opinion, that it 6 
z their own province they are defending, te 
Diſcouragement would be the natural con- h. 
fequence of ſuch an argument: fo that it + 
could poſſibly ſerve no other purpoſe, than pr 
to leſſen the ſilent upbraidings of a frail ſo 
woman, under the guilt of a vicious con- 
duct. But, let us proceed to matters 5 
which are of conſequence to 5 alone. to 
it, 
In 1 after a world of doubts, Sul 


and revolutions i in your amour, you are at 
length 


Tas MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE: 37 


length convinced of your happineſs. You 

have wrought- up the Counteſs to one of 
thoſe tender moments, when ſhe could no 
longer retain her ſecret; and ſhe: has at 
length pronounced, without reſerve, that 

charming word, you have ſo long and 

paſſionately wiſhed to hear the — of. 

She has been carried farther. —Some in- 

voluntary teſtimonies have eſcaped her, 

which more ſufficiently aſcertain her affec- 

tion toward you, Theſe, inſtead of weax- 
ening your paſſion, have added new fewel 

to the flame. You are, in a word, the 
happieſt mortal alive. If you knew the 

| thorough ſatisfaction I receive from your | 
preſent ſituation, it would probably give 
OT little increaſe to it. 


The firſt ſacrifice me alfered you, wks. 
to baniſh the Chevalier. But you declined 
it, and you judged right. This would 
have been to have expoſed the Counteſs, 
3 gaining any thing, on your own 
Part. 
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part. And indeed, I have generally ob- 
ſerved, that women oftener loſe themſelves 
by imprudencies, than by real faults. The 
confidence you have repoſed in her, by ſo 
generous a proceeding, muſt have a deli - 
cate effect upon her ſentiment. 


F FTI thus far, is as calls as one 
could reaſonably hope for. But to ſpeak 
freely, the turn this adventure ſeems to 
take, begins to alarm me, We ſat out, 
if you remember, upon a maxim, that 
love was to be treated rather cavalieriy: 
you were not to ſuffer that affection 
to obtain more than a flight and tempo- 
rary ſway over your heart, and not a for- 
mal and permanent empire. But I begin 
to obſerve, that matters, by degrees, aſſume 
rx ſerious face, and you actually ſeem of 
late to conſider this paſſion with a certain 
air of dignity, that renders me uneaſy. 
The acknowledgment of true merit, real 


* and an — * ſeem 
to 
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to enter into the motives of your attach- | 


ment; which joined to her more obvious 


beauties, have rendered you a forlorn hope, 
in turn. Eſteem is a dangerous ingredi. 


ent, mixed up with galantry. It does 
not leave one ſufficiently at liberty; and re- 


duces love to an oocupaiion, rather than an 
amuſement. In fine, I become apprehen- 


ſive, that your adventure may ſoon take 


a turn, perhaps rather grave, than gay. 


| But poſfibiy, the pit of the Conn 
may raiſe up freſh commotions ; and new 


difficulties may re- animate your attach- 


ment. Too profound a peace ſuffers it to 


relax. Security weakens love. When 


formal ſyſtems once take poſſeſsion of the 


heart, paſsion ſubſides, indolence takes 


place, wearineſs ſucceeds, and . fi- 


nally cloſes the ſcene, 


LETTER 
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LETTER Il. 


TAdame Fa Seviens Fed not el in 

my opinion, you ſay, with regard 

| to the true cauſes. of love. She pretends 

that there are many women "who know no- 

| | thing but the fair ſide of this paſſion, and 

that the ſenſes come not in for the leaſt 

; ſhare in their attachment. | She adds, 

that tho' what ſhe is pleaſed to ſtile my 

Item, were true, it would be a very im- 

proper piece of philoſophy for a woman 

to utter, and might have a bad effect 00 
„ 59 0 foot oo rs; 


| Theſe are ſerious rebukes indeed; but 
what foundation have they ? None—that 
I can ſee. I am ſorry to find that Ma- 
dame de Sevignẽ has not read my letters in 
the ſpirit they were written, Syſtems ! ſhe. 
does me too much honour truly. I never 
had ſtudious application enough for ſyſtems 
| | Beſides 
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Beſides, E have always logked upon them 


as philoſophic dreams; and does ſhe re- 


ceive all have ſaid as the ſport of fancy 


only? We ſeem to be very far from a 


reckoning. I 3magine- nothing. I paint 


real objects. I would-eſtablith a certain 


truth in order to which, I would not 
ſurprize the- wit, but challenge the under- 
ſtanding.. She might perhaps, be ſtruck 
with ſome of my propoſitions, though 
they appeared to me ſo very ſelf- evident, 
that! did not ſtay to prove them. Nor 


indeed, is it worth while to borrow geo- 
metrical mn hog weighing a maxim in 


er 9 


* 


i & 4 ys 34; 1 Py 


- Bells Tis am Y uch aveeſs.t to ys 


prduntry of argument, that I would ſooner. 


give up a point, than contend it. Ma- 


dame de Sevigne, you ſay, is acquainted 
with a great many female Platoniſts. Agreed.“ 


Wet her take her exceptions, and leave 
me the u Iwill _ too, if ſhe plea- 


les, © 
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ſes, than . ate certain 1 ſouls in. 
| this wicked world for I never. denied 
the virtues—of conflitution; Theſe women 
I make her a preſent of alſo, I make 
no eritic upen them. Their characters 
are irreproachable. They muſt not, how- 
ever; expect encomiums from me. 
with them hene n e 
ey". ; | 


In the mean time, examine them phi- 
loſophically, and you will perceive the 
truth of my ariginal maxim. Te heart 
malt be aethiad. If nature prampts nat 
or inclines them not more particularly to 
galantry, you'll find that ſome other object 
has laid hold of their affeckions, in its 
ſteadl. Same become quite inſenſible to 
love, becauſe they have expended all the 
ſentiment; they were capable of, upon 
* ome other paſsion. The Count de Lude, 
Lam told, has not been abyays regard - 
nl "0 + ON by Madame de 


Sevignz 
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gerigns But a moſt parental fondneſs. 
for Madame de Grignan ſwallows up the 
whole Woman in * at Feet the 


She ſays Ger, Ante I am extremely 
blameable toward my own ſex: if I had 
the leaſt charity, I ſhould have concealed 
the faults or imperfections I have been ſo 
quick-ſighted"as to diſcover in them—or, 
to expreſs it more g my ſex has 
made me diſcover 1 in myſelf. EP 


1 


But nally: Marquis, do. you imagine 
that if all I have ſaid ſhould be printed, 
vomen would be angry with me? Yow 
do not know' them. On che contrary, 
they would find their account in it greatly, 
for in effect, to ſay that they are led to- 
vard galantry, by a mechanical impulſe, 
is in a great meaſure to ſet them at their 
eaſe, Has it not the appearance of re- 


ſtoring the credit of their u 
firoke 
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froke of ympathy, e which the yare ſo ready 
to offer as excuſes for their weakneſs ; and de 
in which, by the bye, 1 have fo little faith, 2 
In conſidering love as the reſult of reaſon, co 
you are not aware of the blow you give th 
their pride, by rendering them thus re. the 
e for their choice, _ or bad. - 
T 
21 4 e women of every x 
| character would have reaſon to be ſatiſ- apt 
fied with my letters. The metaphy ficians, ¶ vo 
thoſe whom their kind ſtars have peculi- ¶ ſon 
arly organized, might there obſerve with lf ord 
triumph, their ſuperiority over others: Wil 
they would congratulate: thernſelves upon I 
ſuch advantage, and impute the merit ſolely Wh tet 
to their particular virtue. While women wou 
of a leſs ſeraphic mold, ought to be much this 
obliged to me for revealing a ſecret that WW wou 
lies heavy at their. hearts. It has been not 
de their duty to diſſerable their leni writ! 


0 See * firſt paragraph of Lower VI. 
= ments 
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ments, and they would maintain this 


decency, at as little expence of pleaſure 


as poſſible. They would be pleaſed then, 
to have- the truth diſcovered, vithout 


their betraying it themſelves; - Whoever 


therefore, ſhall anatomize their hearts, will 


do. them a moſt grateful piece of ſervice. 


Thus ſhould T recommend- myſelf to our 
ſex, by a double addreſs,” reſpectively 
agreeable; in adopting maxims that fas 


vour their inclinations, and by affording to 
ſome, occaſions of diſplaying their extra- 


ordinary , 


3 4 i 


Indeed; ee you diſcover. a per- 


fect ignorance of women, to imagine they 
would be offended at my philoſophy upon 
this ſubject. Tis a certain truth that they 
would rather be even ſpoken ill of, than 
not to be ſpoken of at all. So that had x 
vritten theſe eſſays with that very un- 
charitable —_— now charged upon me, 


e 


you | 
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ping. at leaſt, all eee, 


of = Mata to Samen is 2 uneaſy 
about the conſequences; of my fol. 
which apprehenſion, from the high opinion 
I have of her underſtanding, Jam ſurpri- 
zed at. By diſarming Cupid; of his ar- 
rows, by conſidering love as an, effect of 
conſtitution, vanity or caprice, by diſtin 
guiſhing, the humble paſſion itſelf, from 
the metaphyſical dignity of it, have I not 
rendered it infinitely leſs dangerous to 
mankind, than it would be, if according 
to her hem, we ſhould conſtellate it among 
the virtues? In fine, you may compare 
me, if you pleaſe, to one of the antient 
legiſlators, who. is reported to have leſſened 
the power of women over 55 citizens, i 
Sheng them naked. | | 


But : mall make a 8 . in your 
favour; andſince I am taken for a  ſyſtema- 
tical reaſoner, 1 ſhall not ſeem altogether 


un wort 


2 


you ſee 1 have a tolerable chance of eſca. | 


i 
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unworthy: of ſo flouriſhing a title. Let 
us for a while, then, diſcuſs the point of ga- 
lantry, with that method and philoſophy; 
Mer 1 0 * the meg ſerituas) _ 


"i he Jon a nada? J Dol not your [5 


vere moraliſts affirm, that. paſſions and vi- 
ees are ſynonymous ? Is vice ever more ſe- 


ducing, than when it afſumcs.the character e 


ol virtue? It ght never, therefore, to be 
ſuffered to appear, but under ſuch diſad- 
vantages, as might alarm the chaſte mind. 
This, however, was not the deſign of the 
Platoniſts, when they ſo prophanely deified 
it. And in all ages, have they not endea-- 
voured to authorize the paſſions, by in- 
volying them among the pagan hierarchy ? ? 
Behold ! I ſtep forth a. reformer—I decry 
the popular ſuperſtition I break the vain 


idol but confeſs my raſhneſs at the ſame 


time, and muſt expe ect a female perſecution 
for e thus their Kader e 
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I on I am i volcefhed upon this 
account myſelf. They were rare times 
truly, When women might acknowledge 
their fond impfeſſions, without a bluſn 
nay, even boaſt their paſsion, and ſhield 
their” weakneſs under the Hrength of the 
deity. But, why muſt poor kümanity be 
ſuperſeded ? Why diſclaim its power, and 
ſearch in heaven for the. cauſes of our 
foibles ? Let us abide! on earth, and ima. 
gine for them here—We e find their 


dominion intirely below.“ 4 


10 1 AF 


COTA et v6 ASA ;$iiyro tcl -; 
«$f of 4 445 * Ai * 4 10 e k ; In 
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18 The! ingenious, Ah of the Dialogues of the | 
Gods, in his, preface, ſpeaking o of the refinements of 
_ ſays, % I. am not certain that morals have 

* gained much by the change. They have rendeied 
***this paſhan more alluring by. taking away every 
* -appearance;of vice from;it, As it is diſguiſcd at 
ce preſent, we deliver ourſelyes up to the impreſſion, 
4 without a bluſh, and who dares, reproach | us witha . 
ee vice that has fo much the appearance of a virtue! 
60 Romances are ful of admirable ſentiments, —All 
1 1 ä a | . 706 manner 
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"th reality, I have not in any of my 145. 


have I adviſed you to leave it out of your 


which I have leſſened the illuſion it might 
otherwiſe have led you into.—l have at 
leaſt, diminiſhed its influence over you, 


and every day's FRA will ſupport my 
doctrines. | 


Tknow that they att very differently in in 


conſequence? they begin by deceiving 
them poſſeſs them with as great a fear of 


% manner of virtues are there diſplayed. — The groſs. 
* neſs of love is ſubtilized - -into delicacy, and the 
te heroes and heroines are certain pure intelligences, 
* whoſe bodies are. but meerly accidents, which are 
by no means inſtrumental to their pleaſures,” 


Vol. II 1 


ters, expreſsly declaimed againſt love, nor 


| ſcheme of life. I know too well, the uſe- 
fulneſs of ſuch counſels. But I have let 
you into the true ſecret of the matter; by _ 


the education of women: but what is the 


love, as old nurſes do of ſprites. Men are 
| pe to them as monſters of Perfdy 


and 


22. x \ 172 4 , — nr "A boos = | n 
WET > FS iid yt $3 | 8 | 

No g — — — ' U N r 3 wn 

"—_ - 8 = 1 ' 4 


* 
— 4” o a. n 2 
8 — ti. we $4 Þ —— 
4 "#7 . - 
= — 2 — 
1 — * 8 


50 MADAME Dr L'ENCLOS To 


and infidelity. A handſome young fellow 
. preſents himſelf: his ſentiments delicate; 
behaviour modeſt and reſpectful. The 
fair one, who has been educated in the 
manner above mentioned, will immediately 
conclude ſhe has been impoſed upon. She 
will find the ſentiments that this ſame 
monſter has excited in her breaſt, to be of 
a very different kind from thoſe of horror; 
and as ſoon as ſhe detects any exaggeration, 


her inſtructors will begin to forfeit al fur- Wi h 
ther credit with her. 8 

W 

They ie them oY 9 way, M 

and how can it well be avoided ? They th 
take infinite -care not to let them know, me 
or even ſuffer them to imagine, that they inc 

ſhall be attacked by the ſenſes; and that the 
theſe are the moſt dangerous enemies they Ti, 


will have to encounter. In ſhort, they 
ſpeak to them as if they were perfect an- 
gels. The conſequence of which is, that 
not having W Pry warned of the 
| nature 


J 
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nature of the attack, they may not be 
ſufficiently-- armed to ſuſtain it. How 
could. they ever take it into their heads, of 
- themſelves, that their moſt redoubted ad- 
verſary, ſhould be one that they had never 
once been cautioned againſt ? And what 
ſort of extimpore defence can they make 


pow * deer g ? 


It i is not then, the lover 4500 mould 
have been fore warned of —it is eee, 


Por what avails the lover's wiſhing, 


Marquis, when I acquaint my ſex, that 
their weakneſs lies in nature, L do not 
mean to encourage them to follow their 
inclinations z but on the contrary, to cau- 
tion them againſt their greateſt danger. 


tadel, that he was defending himſelf in the 


wrong place, being in more hazard of 


being betrayed within, aſe conquered 
from without, 


without the fair one's willing? So that, 


Tis like informing the 'goVernor of a ci- 


pas 2: 


22 
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In fine, by rating: at: their. juſt value 

_ thoſe ſentiments to which women have an- 
nexed ſuch ſublime ideas, and by making 
known the true intention, of even the 
moſt refined lovers, you may perceive, 
that I pique their vanity to be leſs am- 
bitious of being beloved, and their hearts 


And be aſſured, that whenever we can op- 
poſe pride to pleaſure, fome advantage 
will e de 2 on r the _ = 
virtue. 


4 have bad en mpele but thy 


never could impoſe on me. 1-well-knew P 
"ib whole ſaope of their-addrefles. I was 
_ certain, that if my ſenſe or character had ſe 


any ſhare in the motives which determined 
them to throw. themſelves at my feet, it 

was .meerly becauſe thoſe-merits flattered 
their vanity. They loved me becauſe l 
Vas handieme, and they had deſires. For 


Wich reaſon they never obtained more 
than 


Tus MA QUIS 1 DE SEVIGNE. E 


than the ſecond place i in my eſteem the £20 


firſt being always occupied by my friends · 
For friendſhip, I have ever preſerved that 
deference, that + conſtancy and reſpect, 


which ſo noble a ſentiment deſeryes—one- 
ſo worthy of poſſeſſing the generous mind. 


—[n a word, I have always conceived a. 
diffidence of thoſe hearts, where love. 
appeared to be the principal gueſt, This: 
weakneſs degraded them in my eyes; 
and J regarded thoſe perſons as incapable 
of exaking their ſouls to ſentiments of true 


eſtcem, toward a woman whom they had: 


| principally wiſhed to enjoy. 


You ſee then, Marquis, that the con- 


ſequences to be drawn from my premiſſes, 


are by no means dangerous. All that 
can be ſaid to me by perſons of any 
ſenſe, is, that i have taken a great deal of 
idle pains to prove to you a propoſition, 
that was obvious enough before. But your 
inexperience and curioſity muſt be my 


0 3 apology, | 
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apology, for what I have written, or may 
| hereafter ſay to you, upon this ſubject. 


4 
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PART II. 


LETTER * 


Our: are certainly right, Marquis. 
The taſte and talent that the Coun- 
tels has for muſic, will bring a great ad- 
dition both to your love and happineſs. . 
x have frequently told women, the infinite- 
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| advantages they might reap, from the due 


improvement and exerciſe of their accom- 
pliſhments. There are very few occaſions, 


upon which they 9 not be ſerviceable 


to them. 


Women generally imagine, that lt 


have nothing to. fear but the preſence of 
the lover. | 
have then, two enemies to contend with 


True indeed, that they may 


at a time; their paſſion, and the party. 


But when the lover has retired, the love 


ſtill remains ; and the progreſs it makes in 


ſolitude, though leſs perceivable, is not 


the leſs dangerous. At ſuch intervals as 


theſe, the playing on a harpſichord, paint- 
ing a flower, or reading ſome work of 


genius, may turn aſide the thoughts from 


ideas too alluring, and fix the attention 
upon ſafer objects. All theſe occupations 


then, which employ the mind, are fo many 
A lover 
© Shakeſpear has a fine poetical moral, upon this 


ect yet | 
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A lover. has an opportunity of enter 
: raining his- miſtreſs apart: ſhe has beauty 
amour only: what can he do 
wich her 25 bow amuſc himſelf, without 
ſenſe or vanity ? Love is active; tis a vo- 
racious ame, and. till demands freſh fuel. 
If it has ne nothing but objects of ſenſe, to 
exerciſe itſelf upon, it muſt lay hold on 
thoſe; and make the beſt af them. In 
ſhort; if. the mind be not employed, the 
ſenſes will. He is reduced to the neceſſity: 
of dumb-ſhew, and: of explaining his paſſion: 
in the leaſt equivocal manner, to a perſon: 
who is not capable of underſtanding. a 
more delicate language. | 8 


Tei is not mieerly by refiſtleſs attempts, or 
reſenting freedoms, that women can ex- 
pect to preſerve. their virtue. When "my | 


« Yet mark'd I * the bolt of Capi: fell, — 

It was upon a little weſtern flower, 

Before milk-white--now purple w th love vod : 

© And * Love in idlene/+. | 5 
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ſuffer themſelves to be attacked, after ſuch 
a manner, their very defence alarms the 
. ſenſes; the emotions of reſiſtance: hazard 

their defeat; and they are yielding, even 
in the conflict. But tis by preſenting o- 
ther and various objects, to the lovers at- 
tention, that they may beſt evade ſuch en- 
terprizes; the mortification and danger of 
which, Tam ſorry to ſay, they have them - 
ſelves moſtly. to charge with : for *tis al- 
moſt certain, that men rarely make at- 
tempts, except where indiſcretions have 
— the TB. ppg 


ek is no man of any ha. or 
knowledge of the world, but can eaſily 
judge to what degree of freedom he may 
venture to extend his behaviour. For 
which reaſon, I. have never attended to 


women, who have complained to me of a 


lover's rudeneſs. Upon examination, I 
have generally found that ſome imprudent 
or inconſidęrate conduct of theirs, firſt gave 

i OE Terr e 
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occhfion to it. Women have no other 
way left, of begging the queſtion, 


But indeed our want of ſenſe or educa-- 
tion may, as I. hinted before, ſubject us, 
equally with our indiſcretions, to the ſame- 
misfortune. For, with a woman who has 
neither wit or accompliſhment, what can 
a.man do, but enterprize : ?. He has no o- 
ther way to rid his time of her, but to 
romp or teaze. He cannot pretend to in- 
troduce any. other topic of converſation, , 
except her beauty, with the deep impreſ- 
fion it has made upon his ſenſes; and one 
muſt uſe the language of the ſenſes, to ex 
preſs their effect. Nay, how can ſhe ſeem 
convinced of your paſſion, declare her. 
ſympathy, or return your flame, but by 
the ſenſes alone ?_ by ſhewing her emotions 
equal to your own? or at. beſt, her expi- 
ring chaſtity has nothing left to oppoſe, 
bur peeviſhneſs only the laſt reſource of a 
Wy v woman: and a wretched one it is! 


C64 | What: 
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What advantage, on the contrary, has 
a woman of addreſs and fpirit A lively 
repartẽe, a diſconcerting raillery, a quick 
reſentment; an apt quotation, or an ap- 
Plicable ſtory, are not theſe ſo many di. 
ver ons. in her favour, and ſo much good | 
time gained on the ſide of virtue? 


Women s chief misfortune 3 is certainly 
this; their not having been rendered ca- 
pable of occupying their minds with ob- 


[ a>} —— A 1 


jects worthy their attention; which renders 

love a. more violent paſſion in their breaſts, 

than it uſually is among men. But they 

poſſeſs at the fame time a lucky fentiment, 

which under proper direction, is of admi- in 

rable ſervice to them. Their vanity is at ta 

leaſt equal to their ſenſibility. Oppoſe one nz 

to the other. While a woman is taken up tre 

with the ambition of pleaſing, otherwiſe ye 

than by her perſon, ſhe for the time, at- thi 

tends. not to'the very ſentiment that has — 
Is, 


excited. her defire to | charm,—In reality, 
1 5 this 
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this ſame ſentiment will nevertheleſs, con- 
tinue to be the determining motive, if I may 
uſe a term of ſcience, but it will ceaſe to 
de the preſent and immediate object of _ 
paſſion ; whieh let me aſſure you, is 
great point gained. Intirely occupied in | 
acquiring that kind of eminence ſhe has 
ſet her heart upon, this very aim, though _ |Wl 
guided by love itſelf, will turn againſt i, | 
by dividing the attention of the mind, 1 
and the affections of the heart.— This is 
perplexing the enemy, by en two 
. of ——_— at once. 
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Fou will tell me perhaps, that e 
ing to this reaſoning, women of wit and 
talents ſhould be looked upon as impreg- 
nable; and that men naturally hating 
trouble, ſhould avoid ſuch purſuit. And —_ 
yet, you'll add, that the ſtupid, as well as 
the ſenſible, equally addreſs ſuch women. 

is very true. But the true reaſon alſo 
Is, that blockhcads know not the diffi- 

| | cults. 
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culty, and that men of ſpirit love to > ſur- 9 


mount . +I 


Beſides, | you are a military man, Mar- 
quis, and ought you.not to agree with my 
maxim, about talents ? Suppoſe you ſhould 
obtain the conduct of a ſiege, on the ap- 
proaching campaign, would you be pleaſed : 
that the governor, from an opinion that 
the town was not tenable, ſhould ſur- 
render, before you could have any op. 
portunity of ſignalizing yourſelf ? I know. 
you would not. You. would have: him 
hold out. The more care he takes of his 


own glory, the higher he raiſes yours. 


In love, as well as war, the pleaſure of 


conqueſt is meaſured by the difficulty. 
Shall I ſpeak out? I am tempted to carry 


the parellel farther, This is the danger 
of entering into ſuch ſubjects. The true 


merit of a woman, conſiſts perhaps leſs, 


in not * at all. than in making 
| | 7. 


"i 
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I fuch a defence, as may intitle her to the 
| honours of war. 


To proceed. If a woman has had the 
misfortune to be overcome, what fetters 
can ſhe forge, to bind the ſucceſsful lover, 
if ſhe be deficient in ſenſe or talents! I. 
acknowledge indeed, that female educa- 
tion is not over rich in theſe endowments. 
Yet, if you conſider the matter a little, 
you'll agree, that there is hardly any wo- 
man, who with proper application of time. 
and common ſenſe, might not procure. 
ſome one or more of thoſe advantages: 


the difference Tying only, In. the more or 
leſs. 


But we are naturally too indolent for 
ſueh ſpirited efforts. We find beauty to 
be an univerſal merit. This method of. 
winning hearts, requires no manner of 
trouble, and we could wiſh there were no 
other. Blind that we are | we never con- 
lider. that though beauty and talents e- 


a ally , 
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qually gain admirers; the firſt endangers | 
the poſſeſſor, while the latter ſerves for 
their defence. 


" 1 


- In reality, mn prepates bot mortiß- | 
arten and regret, againſt the quick period 
of its decay. Would you know the rea- 

fon? becauſe it has betrayed: us into a 
negle& of more permanent attractions. 
During its frail empire, we find ourſelves 
prized, * and eelebrated. We hold 
our eourt. Our ſhort ſight foreſees no end 
of adiniration-_Bur, oh! the ſolitude, 
horrible, when age of accident ſhall have 
wreſted from us, the poor, the only ſtay 
of our dominion! I could with then, (the 
alluſion is not elegant, but it will expreſs 
my ſenſe): that beauty ſerved only as a., * 
to declare the entertainment within. 


1 Let us conclude 58 erb Marquis, that 
in love; ſenſe and talents are of the higheſt 


N This i is a ame in which 
the 


| 
| 
i 
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the 4s are the ſhorteſt, and the interiudes 
the longeſt of any. How ſhall we amuſe 
the intervals of -dalliance, without the 


reſources of the underſtanding? Poſſeſſion 


places all women on a level, and ſubjects 
them equally to your inconſtancy. The 
beautiful have in this particular, but little 
advantage over the homely. Senſe and ac- 
compliſhments make the chief difference 
between them. Theſe alone ſupply that 
charming variety, in love and life, which 
telieves from tediouſneſs and diſguſt. 


In fine, nothing but the improvement 
of the underſtanding, can repleniſh. that 
irkſome void in the heart, which is con - 
ſequent” upon a paſſion gratified. Nor is 
there any thing which can poſſibly be 
more ſerviceable-to- us, in whatever ſitua- 


tion we may happen to be circumſtanced; 


whether in retarding our defeat, in ren- 


dering it more richely prized, or in aſ- | 


liſting us to regain: our empire. Even 


our 
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ls it your fault that ſhe could not preſerve 


— 


our lovers reap advantage from them: 
How many accompliſhments. ſhould they 


encourage in us, though they turn at 
firſt, againſt themſelves ? Thus the Coun- 
teſs by cultivating her excellent talent for 


muſic, acts equally We botk to your 
intereſt and her own. 


I have read over my | letter, dear Mar- 


quis, and am afraid you will think it too 
grave and philoſophic. This is the conſe-' 


quence” of bad company. I ſupped laſt 
night with Monſieur de la Rochefaucault, 


and 1 never part from him, without being 


infected after this manner, for a day or 
two, at leaſt, ( : „ 11s 3a  Adieu, 


LETTER xx 


Aga with you, Marquis, that the 
Counteſs puniſhes you too ſeverely, for 
the confeſſion you have ſurprized her into. 


her 
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her own ſecret? She has, however, ad- 
vanced too far for a retreat now. We will 


indulge her in a few mortifying reflections 


on the occaſion; but to carry it ſo far as to 
refuſe your viſits for three days, to direct 
them to tell you that ſhe was retiring into 
the country for a month, and to return 


your tender billets with unbroken ſeals, is 


in my opinion, a very caprice of virtue. 


But after all, prithee deſpair not. If ſhe 


was really indifferent, truſt me ſhe would 


be leſs ſevere. 


'Do not miſtake the matter- upon ſuch | 
occaſions, women are leſs out of humour 
with the lover than themſelves. They are 
mortified to find their weakneſs is ready to 
betray them every moment: they there- 
fore, puniſh you, and conſequently them- 


ſelves, at the ſame time, by an affected 


reſerve. But be aſſured that one day's 
caprice of this ſort, advances more” the 


lover 8 ſucceſs, than a whole year of his 


own 
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own aſſiduity. The generous fair one ſoon 
5 begins to reproach -herſelf, for the diſ. 
ingen uouſneſs of her behaviour, ſne quickly 
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2 | perceives the injaltice- of her. conduct, ſhe 
5 would make reparation for it, and ruſhes 
9 . eee, into the contrary: extreme. | 
5 am ſurprized at chat part 77 your | 
letter, where you ſay, that ſince the Coun- - 
teſs has appeared to love you, her character 
has been intirely changed. The cauſe of b 
this alteration, I am quite unacquainted n 
with. All I know is, that ſhe has of late n 
Preſented: herſelf to: the world. a perfect n 
Lady Tpuunlya and! fo: gay a life has been tt 
the more remarkable; as her chmuct ws is 
the very reverſt, while her huſband lived. Ml « 
You remember when you were firſt ao- v 
quainted with her, that ſhe' was; lively, 
eyen to excels; heedlefs; haughty; coquet- 
_ fiſhy and appeared perfectly incapable of n 
a a ſerious attachment. And you telt me now, a 


chat a is become hit and reſerved: 
that 


— 
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tharſhe'iſeems to be abſent, timid and 


; obliging:>! ſentiment has ſuceeeded to 


difipation;/. and natural manners have 
taken the place ef affected ones. In fine, 
ſhe appeats to enter ſo well into her preſent 
character, chat you conclude it to be her 
real one and ar? enen was but a 


All 1 wou wen W my 
philgſophy, if I could not account for the 
metamorphoſe, as an effect of love. Jam 
much miſtaken, if the oppoſition you 

meet with at preſent, be not an earneſt of 


the moſt; complete victory to you; Which 


is the more aſſured, becauſe ſhe has taken 
every . in n power, to is it 


with 1 


If you fil keep your object in view, „if 
you ſuffer no time or place to eſcape you, 
ſo as that ſhe may remark the aſſiduity of 
* e ws refrain from urging, 

for 
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hs, a, while, your paſſion, preſerving at 


the fame time, an attentive, reſpectful, 


: but enamoured air, what muſt be the con- 


ſequence? She cannot withhold-; from you 
that regard which one is naturally inclined 
to pay, in ſuch. circumſtances, even to a 
perſon, one is indifferent to. Women be. 
ſides, have an inexhauſtible fund of kind- | 
neſs, for thoſe who love them; which you 

men are perfectly well apprized of ; and 


we appear to uſe you ill. 


tis this that keeps up your ſpirits, when 


You know that 
your preſence, your aſſiduities, and the 


dejected air you aſſume,” have their effe, 


and conquer at length our diſdain. You 
that thoſe whom our virtue 


conclude, 
keeps at the greateſt diſtance, are certainly 
thoſe, who alarm it the moſt.— And un- 
| city, your ſentiment | is but too Juſt. 


Our — dings: us . where we 
apprehend the engagement may be to our 
diſadvantage : we do ſometimes more, e- 


„ 


3 


ven 
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ven brave the enemy, whoſe attack we 
dare not wait for. In a word, the courage 
of a woman is always capable of a firſt ef. 
fort; but rarely repeats it. The very ex- 
ceſs of its violence, is often the cauſe of 


its ſubſiding too ſoon. The mind has but 


a certain degree of ftrength, and when 
that is exhauſted by its own exertion, it 
naturally ſinks into indolence and the 
apprehenſion of its own weakneſs, diſ- 


courages it from any further activity. A 


perſon may ſupport the firſt onſet of an e- 
nemy, with reſolution, whom the expe- 
rienced ras may deter, on n the ſecond. 


A woman, perſuaded that ſhe has tried 
every thing in her power, to defend her- 
ſelf from a paſſion which inthralls her, and 
ſatisfied with the conflicts ſhe has already 
ſuſtained, begins ſoon to conclude, that 
all further reſiſtance againſt the force. of 
love, muſt bein vain; and if ſhe ſtill holds 
ont, it is not from any reſource, yet re- 

maining 
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maining within herſelf: her ſecurity wife 
from the opinion of her chaſtity, with 


: which ſhe has inſpired the lover, and the 
deſpair which her long cefiſtance may have 
. poſſeſſed him with. 52 f 


S0 chat every prudent woman ſhould 
begin with mak ing a good defence; and 


* alone is ſufficient to ſpirit them up 


to this. But unhappily, ye foreſee the 
means of conqueſt.— Perſevere, and qhey 
are not impregnable.— And ye are ſo 


ſhamefully indelicate, that provided ye ob 
tain the prize, ye remain indifferent, whe- 
ther your ſucceſs be owing to ei 


or free conſent. 


In fine, Marquis, the extreme precau- 


tion the Counteſs uſes againſt you, proves 
ſufficiently - your power over 'her. Were 


you an object indifferent to her, would ſhe | 


take ſuch pains to fly you? I promiſe 


you ſhe would not pay you ſo great a com. 


Annees But lovers are unaccountable 
38 , „„ nn 
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creatures. always ingenious to torment 
themſelves, the habit of occupying the 
mind with one dear object only, is © I 
ſtrong in them, that they would rather — _ 
think of it Uiſugreeably,i than not at all. 


"1 
However, 1 have great b for 

Smitten as you are, your fituation N 
ARE Yolotthus, ” My: mo Marquis; how = | 
they uſe-it? lei 900 . 114 


LETTER XXX. 


T AM: pleaſed at Ending. before I fer out 


for the country, that you begin to 
appear ſome what more tranquil in your 
mind, I. frankly confeſs,” that if the Coun- 
teſs had perfevered in her ſeverity, I ſhould | 
have imagined, not that ſhe was inſenſible, 
but that ſome more lucky rival had inter- 
ened. Such a reſiſtance would have ap- 
peared: beyond the power o reafon, ſup- 
Vor. dc. we poſing 


— 4 


poſing her to have ſuſtaiped the: ſiege a. 


may have towards a favoured lover. 


. are ſo. 1 ſhall ſoon be able to give yon 


ter, for I am reſolved to examine the 
. Counteſs in perſon, myſelf. This decla- 


treme deſire I, have to be acquainted with 
her, and you will no longer be ſurprized 


lone: for be aſſured, Marquis, that a wo- 
man is never more untractable, than when 


the diſdain ſhe manifeſts to other admirers, 


ariſes from the particular attachment ſhe 


nf et * and © + 4 
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What you tell me, however, convinces 
me that you are beloved, and vou alone 


certain and conſtant accounts of this mat- 


ration, doubtleſs ſurprizes you; but your 
aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, when I tell you, 


that Madame de la Sahliere 8 villa, whi- 


ther I am going to ſpend, a week, joins 

the eſtate of your amiable widow; and vou 
inform me that ſhe has already ſet out for 
the country. Add our vicinity to, the ex- 


at the promiſe, I have, now . you. 
- * They 


5 . 
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They will not give me time to finiſh my 
1 nor even to ſend it. I muſt fer 
out this inſtant.— My fellow traveller ral- 
lies me, and fancies | am penning a biller- 
doix.rl let her amuſe herſelf, but ſhall 
carry this letter with me, to finiſh 3 in the 


- 


Adieu. 


. & It ſeems then, ak Madame de 
Grignan's illneſs i is to prevent. your paying 
us a a viſit i in our retirement, 

From the Chateau de - © << =, 

I write to you from the Counteſs s, my 
dear Marquis.— This is the third day TI 
have paſſed here. You may: judge from 
this, that I am on good terms with your 
beloved fair. She is really an amiable 
woman: I am quite charmed with her, 1 
ſometimes doubt whether you deſerve to 


poſſeſs ſuch a heart as hers. Behold me 
8 D 2 b | | now. 


\ 


- 56 "MADAME"vr /ENCEOS* r 
pow, her chöſetr cbnfidante. She Has told 

me all her ſentiments 6f ybu, -arid'l db Hot 

deſpair of being able to diſtover the mo- 
 rives of "that incohfiſteney, "Which" F6u 
Have remarked in her character, befote'T 


* * * «4 Ss % Py ; 14 . 
4 3 f 3 = + 1 > 
- Fetuth to Paris. ap 
return to Paris. 
_ 4g. - 1 py a 
· - * y 5 — 16 . 


* dare not ſay more to you at preſent,— 
I may be ſurprized while I am writing: 


ernennen ie TH af 

and I wo id net have it Even ſuſpected, 

ener r 

that I correſpond with you from hence. 
SO TRI JD RM! 


} 3 fd BL 3D 00 
In haſte, Adieu. 
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LETTER XXXL. 


EN ſomething. to tell you, Marquis, 


CE — 


worth attending to. I was reſolved \ 


yy my word, wich you; and e 15 was 


4 „ 


know this eee ſne plares. in Mon- 


heur de Ia Sabliere. She was juſt now 


with him in ane of the arhours of her 
garden: I croſſed a parterre to join them, 


and way, near the dpor when I heard your 


name. mentioned. I; ſtapt ſhort, and was : 


not perceived; l. ; overheard every ward, 


and am ng, retired to give you he 


account of the ale comwerſation. 


1 have not been able, it 42 (fai# 
be) to hida from your penetration, my re- 
gards fox the Marquis de Sevigne:z and 


len gang reconcile the ſeriouſneſs of a / | 


th 


ſettled 
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ſettled paſſion, with the livelineſs of my 
former character. But you! will be much 
more aſtoniſhed, when 1 inform you that 
my exterior Sahiviode marks not my true 
character; that the gravity which ſur- 
| Prizes you at preſent, is but a recurrence 

to my real ſelf; and in a word, that J have 
only aſſumed the appearance of a fine Lach, 


-through deſign. FE” 


2 Perhaps you imagine, thi omen | 
ean diſguiſe only their imperfections; but 
they ſometimes carry it farther, Sir, of 
which I am inyſelf one example: they can 

diſguiſe even their virtues! And ſince 1 
have entered- upon it, J am tempted, at 

the hazard of tiring your patience, to ac- 

quaint you with the ſingular proceſs, which 
conducted me to o this Point. 3 


6c During my huſband's life, 1 lived | 
intirely in the country. You knew the 


pft and his love of retirement. Upon 
#4 . 7 = * | his 
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hisYeath, T'thought it proper to come a 
little” into the world; but was for ſome 
ime-embarraſſed about the fitteſt charac- 
ter for me to appear in. I examined my- 
ſelf cloſely.— There is no equivocating 
with one's ſelf. —I found my love of ſo- 
cial pleaſures ſtrong; but governed at the 
ſame time by a Grin reſolve, to preſerve a 
pureneſs of moral throughout. How to 
blend theſe happily together, became then 
the queſtion. It appeared to me an ex- 
treme difficulty, to frame. any ſyſtem. of | 
conduct, that without laying me open to 
the cenſure of the world, on one hand, 
ſhould not deprive me of its moſt flatter- 
N on the other, SW 


Wy 6 reſide with myſelf ul Deſti- 
aide tog aſſociate among men, formed to 
pleaſe them, and partake a mutual happi- 
neſs together, we muſt. expect to ſuffer 
like wiſe from their faults; and the one we 
Haye chiefly to reproach them with, is their 
© 7 ; .D 4 | | og 
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ungenesons calummy. One Nould ima- : 
gine that the whole ſcheme . of, qur cducay | 
tion, was to render us compleat objects at 
love; and in truth, this. is the only paſſion 
which is permitted us: yet, by moſt 
unaccountable and ſevere. qontradiction, 
they leave us à right to, but one ſort of 
fame, which is that of reſiſting all the im- 
pulſes of this very paſſion. I deliberated 
then with myſelf, about the beſt meaſures 
for accommodating my conduct to ſuch op- 
poſite extremes, at the fame time; and 
found myſelf e e erde 
* — 0. 20,0074 


« We are Bere PR thought I, 
on our firſt entrance into life, to conceive 
the (higheſt fehicity, tu conſiſt in _— 
love: we then ſuppoſe this paſſion to be 
founded on eſteem, ſuſtained by the ae- 
knowledgment of every amiable quality, 
refined by the maſt perfect delicacy of ſen» 

n unſullied by the leaſt idea, unfera- 
7 Pie; 5 
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phic 3, and; fin ll A corroborated by the re- | 
ciproca con idence, and unreſtrained 8 
| verflowings of two fond, chaſte, and faith- 
ful hearts, now melted into one. But, | 
unfortunately, this image, & flattering. 
for our ſex, ies from us, like an Utopian 
dream, whene'er we try to fold it in our 
embrace. We gre Joon upgleceived-—and 


yet generally. too att. 85 


At my Giſt qbſerrations on men, Þ 
was Child enough to be equally ſeagdalized 
at their inconſtaney and reien but, 
upon reflection, one muſt 1 57 that the 
firſt of theſe is rather an imperſe/Fion, than, 
pull, and renders themſe Ives. mare un 
. than guilty, When, tis conſidered: | 
of bat Ruff, their hearts are made, 
one cannot. REV that firſt impreſſions. 
ſhall, preclude all future forms. But, are 
we 19. gent the ſame indulgence to. their 
other. vice? Maſt, men attack us in coo}: 
bogs do make vs * for their cauſe 


* 5 


p 5 922 N * N — . 3 5 by * 4 , þ 4 : *z | 
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ment, or to facrifice us to their vanity; $ 
—to fill up the vacation of an idle life, or 
to atchieve a ſort of character, at the unge- 
nerous expence of ours. The greater num - 


ber are of this kind: and how ſhall one 


be able to diſtinguiſh them from genuine 
lovers! 5 Outward appearances are both 
the ſame; and he who feighs a JAW. 
1 has odds againſt him, Who feels it. 


We ire belides, city: dupes enoug 1 to 
conlider oe as our "principal 297 
while you men treat it as an amuſement 
only. We: -Harely' yield dur perſons with: 
dut our hearts,” While you are indelicate 

enough to make 4 re ſupply the place o of 

paſſion. We believe conſtancy to be a 
duty; you change upon tlie firſt diſguſt, 
You ſcafce preferve decency in quitting a 
miſtreſs, the poſſeſſion of whom, fix months 
before, conſtituted your chief happineſs 
and pride; while the fotlaken Fair one 
| _ not = * if the faithleſs lo- 
| ver 


Tax MARQUIS ps SEVIGNE.. $3 


ver does not give her ſill further reafons 
to ed her confidence 1 in him. 0 


+ 4 


« Theſe tions then, 'wronght up my 
mind ta the moſt, ſerious philoſophy ; and 
I thus went on debating :—If love draws 
ſuch a train of evils after it; a woman, 
who has any manner of eſteem for her re- 
5 putation, or repoſe, ſhould cancel this paſ- 

ſion quite out of her ſcheme of life. But 
how to compound the matter with our 
hearts! - Our hearts are formed for love, 
and love i is itſelf involuntary ! How then 
annihilate a paſſion interwoven with our 
nature? our ſole reſource muſt be to regu- 
late it. Let us deliberate, upon the beſt 
. means of compaſſing ſo deſirable an end. 


What kind of love i is moſt dangerous ? 
Certainly. that which occupies the ſoul in- 
tire, which ſwallows up all other paſſions, 
renders us incapable of any other ſenti- 
ment, and diſpoſes us to ſacrifice er. 


* to the object beloved. 
. | Which 
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200; Which are the characters ſuſceptible 5 
of ſuch affections? Without doubt the 
moſt ſolid ones; thoſe of the leaſt outward 
ew; hole which unite topether the beſt 
fenſe with the nobleſt mind, and wolte ele. 
vated ſentiment. „ 


. 


„ What kind 3 his a 4. 
midable to à woman of this complexion ? 
Thoſe who poſſeſs no ther fhining quali- 
ties bot what are ſufficient t place ſocial 
merit in its proper hight,” Perſons of chis 
ſtamp ate always dangerous company for a 
woman of "thought anck reſbection, Tia 
ttue, that they are very rate n- days, 
andithat fete nexerwa perhaps, an age 
| more ſscure thun the! preſent, for defending 


=. i Baſe of this-palſage does not occur at firſt 
reading ; but the meaning appears ur be, that the = 
maoſt brilhant qualities are not oſcꝝ the woſt amia- 


4 ble; and. that thaſe, Which without alarmiggs. i in- 


ſenſibly win upok the ; affections, have generally 1 the | 
LS | 2 bs 
3 | by 3 32:21 ö 
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from the dominion of extraordinary 


pation. But ſame.chance, however, mar 
ck] enen epradypmgure, in one's. 


Y 4s 
| WayYe | 118 e 75 r SAN — 3 J 
: # F 


every one of | us are born with a certain 


: portion . ſenſibility,” deſtined to be exer- | 


| e ſome particular object or other. 
Women of ſenſe a are not to be won by 


f £8 4.45% 


I when 3 an SN ror be of ir attention 
preſents icſelf, they quickly comprehend 


its intire merit. Their attachments are 
meaſured by the e extent of their ndert 
ing—They : are ines able of middling af 
fections. We ſhould therefore keep Jae 
of ſuch female ch racters as theſe, and 

likewife avoid the acduaintance apy con- 
verie-of ſunlii men, 4s Ly have juſſ.deſeribed, 


if we wauld conſult the eale; of, que dae, 


c 4 How | 


: e 


foral "philoſophers bank,” her Sis 
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Flow hen to Frame à ſyſtem of con 
duct which may procure us this two URN 


advantage, at the filme time, lt Preſerve 
us from too deep impreſsions, and keep 
thoſe perſons at a diſtance, who are ga- | 
pable of  inſpifing. them? Let us aſſume | 


21} 
ſuch an outward be xhaviour, 8 fn. y at jeaſt 
212 l Dar ; A4 F WE 
diſcourage men rom exerting any of their 
1 t 
moſt efkimabſe qualities before us. oe 


1 e Bo. 


covered by ſo. 22] bulwarks, ? Even the 
ſhallow 7 province of a fine lach. 25 5 4 | 


"1 ; 218. } S454 [1.11 1171. 12 


1 Ven aft bie Goubtleſt ſurprized, at 
the ſingular reſult of ſich philoſuphic rea · 
ſonings; but? you will be much more ſo, 


[ when you ſhall hear me argue in form to 
TY n prove 


663 * 48, 


us "ſubject ther! to the mortifying n nece Sity 
of attempting t to Vin us by trivial addreſs, T 
and | drawing-rogm accomplifhnients'?/ the 
1 affectation of which may lde | 
to ſupp] ys with mields again | cher al 
at kind of intrenchment may 
we throw ourſelves } into, in order to and 


£2 dau taco dc... co 
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prove: "the juſtneſs of this reſolve.” Lend 
your ears A little longet patience; FF know 
the excelletice of your judgment, nor 0 1 
5 5 myſelf quite deficient in underftind: 
, notwithſtanding the frivolous charac- 
| fer I have for ſome time ſuſtained; and by 
the: ie Tall have jo my e 


1 1 ! of PF t a 
1 ; ©, of — 11771 2 3777 
4 11 1 a 


De . Do you imagine that: an outward fer 
ver erity of manners can defend the heart 
from its! folbles? Wretched' reſource 1 
When a woman once becomes a- victim to 
| her weakneſs, ſhe muſt be 105 the more 

humbled, in Pfoportion ta the character 
me had before attempted to impoſe upon 
the world. Th higher pride | ſhe had placed 
in her virtue, the' greater” Tae ſhe 
affords © © Halicious confure. © N q 


is a © — 15 * # F 
180. 451 7 3.2 5 1 2 


„ What ideas beſides, do tht oak 
generally Form of a virtuous woman ? 
at oi | 1 8 Are 


- fraid are they of admitting, the, leaſt, 


% MADAME. r 1/BNCLOS o. 


Ars not men difingeouown enough. to. 
imagine,. that the chaſteſt woman, is. ſhe 
who can beſt conceal her weakneſs, or by | 
a forced retreat puts Avg out of her power to 


fall a ſacrifice, to it? They. carry ſtill 
their want of eharity 1 ſo muqh a- 


col perfection in, us, even :o ſuppoſe chat 
we continue in a ſtate gf conſtant, warfare 
with ourſelves, while we maintain any 
manner of ſtruggle with them. There ne- 
ver was a modeſt woman, ſays 4. Certain 
friend af ours, RN DRAG 197 | 
eondition. 2 10995 $9 ERQIOV s 5 | 


i « And alter all, PTY premium. i is ; 
reward of thoſe lg dene 150 1 


wah The beſt, 1 "accord — to 1 
them, is that wa paſſes through life 2 « 4 


| ieh, 0 24337 M 13 +3 2 bs 
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vangrle'd;" h That is, a perfect indifference 

on their part, and 1 oblivion, is 
the higheſt price the world ſers upon our 

virtue. Muſt we not have an inexhauſti- 
ble. ſtock, to preſerve it upon ſuch condi- 
tions? Might not ſuch hard meaſure 
tempt. one to decline the conflict? But 
there are ſome ſerious conſiderations, which 


demand %% 


* DifHonbur treads cloſe upon the heels 
of frailty. Age is wretched enough is 
tſelf.— What a ſtate then, muſt it be 
when paſſedin infam my and remorſe! What 
price tog. high for a an exemption? At firſt 
thought; 1 concluded that there was no 
other ſecurity _ theſe ills, but Les con⸗ 


= Moſt Cann 1e no chera des 45611 * 
” Matter too. ſoft a laſting mark to. bear; 3 5 
40 And beſt F by black, \ brown, or far,” 


Young alſo, 5 ä - 
« Their highef prof, v line and de unknown,” 
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demning one's ſelf to a retired and: auſtere 
life, aud I did not perceive my philoſophy | 
ſturdy enough to encounter it. But upon 
farther” confideration, I determined within 
myſelf, that the maſque of a fine lach 
would be the beſt dreſs for à woman to ap- 
pear in, who would reconcile pleaſure and 
virtue together. | By your fmiling, J per- 
F ceive that you look upon my propoſition 
as a paradox but believe me there is more 
conſiſtency in ir, t than o one might at firſt 
eee „ 0 b e e Bt 


. 11 a Ine 226 een ape any at- 
tachment ? . Does any one expect tender- 
neſs or ſenfibiliry from her? "T8. ſuffi- 
cient if ſhe be but agreeable, ©: and accom- | 
Pliſhed in mere outward demeanour. If 
me carries herſelf with gaiety and ſpirit, 
; through the character the hath taken upon 
her to perſonate, who troubles themſelves 
whether ſhe has a heart, or no? Perſon, 


1 


air, caprice, faſhionable chat, frolic, and 
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particular whims, ars the only things ex- 
pected from her. She may be as virtuous 
as ſhe Pleaſes, without i interruption. Sup- 
poſe a man ſhould take it into his head to 


attack her; a flight reſiſtance would quickly 


make him raiſe: the fege; he would con- 


clude the place to be already won, and 
wait patiently his turn. His perſeverance 
might rather hurt him: it would betray 
an ignorance of the deference due to mea- 


ſures taken before. his ſummons; ſo that 


after an extraordinary manner, ſhe may 
owe her ſafety, meerly to wo oy _— 
aſl is conceived of e 


. 


| «, « 1,perceive by. your countenance: what. 


you are going to fay,—Thar. the character 


of a fine lady might injure my reputation, 

and leave me ſubject to thoſe: very incon- 
veniences I would: avoid. Is not this your 
objection? But don't you know, Sir, that 


the moſt ſtrict conduct may not be ſults 


cient to ſerben as from malice and ſlander? 
Men, 


* * 
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of the world, I have, thank Heaven, nothing 
= reproach my own hears with. But after 
all, virtue is e one e bes 4 
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Men are generally the arbiters of our 


fame; and the good as welllas had opi- 


nions they frame of us, are often equally 
falſe. Prejudice or accident determine 


their judgments ; and our credit depends 


frequently, leſs upon real merit, than on 


the luckineſs of circumſtances. The 80 


of obtaining an honourable rank then, in 
their heraldry, ſhould: be the leaſt part of 


our incitement to a virtuous life: our firſt 
inducement ought to be, the ſtanding well 
with our own minds, and to be: able :to ſay 

to one ſblf Nutrber may. de | the opinion. 


motives are vety little: material; © 


; t 44 Tay II n wm oe | 

8 Iremainodd donvitited aches; vpon * 
whole, that I could not donduct myſelf 
more prudently, on ſetting out in the world, 


than by putting on the vizard which IL had 


deemed On boch for my ſafety! and re- 
poſe. 


— 2 
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2 I «trached myſelf more cloſely to 


the friend who had aſſiſted me with her 
wounſels. This was the Marchioneſs de 


» {os 35 my relation. Our conformity 


of ſentiments and manners, was perfect; 
we frequented the ſame oompany: charity 
for dur "eighbour, was not, in truth, our 
favoutite virtue. We entered the circle 


as the ſole maſkers at 4 ball & 'we tlifled A- 


way bur time there, and led others into 


the rendering themſelves ticiculous: and 
after we had ſoffcientiy amuſed ourſelves 
with" this farce, our entertainment did not 
end tete; it was rene wed again, when we 
; retired "together," to our dear tee à ite. 

How filly the women appeared, and what 
empty creariites the men! What fopperies, 
whar impertinchties?'' If perchance, a- 
mong 605 crowd, we app ed to dete a 
perſon & 


capable of making himſelf feared 
that is, eſteemed e diſconcerted him by 


dur OY by the ſl ad by notice we affected to 


els rw 


* the pre! erence we 
ſeemed 


of im, an 
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ſeemed to give to thoſe who merited it the 


leaſt. In fine, in order to preſerve our 


Happy inſenſibility, we made eonſtan 


choice of the moſt ne OT 
Wwe d oouſd Es * 714 fr EI IETILITES) 


V 


7g | «This gondut preſerved us for a. 3 


time, from the dangerous ſhoals of oy 


and,relieyed us alſo, from that, irkſome te- 
diouſneſs. of life, which a more formal and 
#puritanical, virtue would have ſubjected us 
to. Trifling, _heedlefs,. volatile, — you 
may add coquettiſh, if, you. will, before 


the world; but ſerious, rational, and vir 


tuous, in our own eyes, we comppunded 


with gurſelves for our outward ch aracter. 


„The generality of men we met with, were 
not much, to be apprehend: d; and thoſe 
.who gaye us the! leaſt alarm, were obliged 


to play the fool, to be admitted or ac- 
: eee in our We 


7 . 
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. However,” there has at ber. hap- 
TY In vt! a of n 
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pened an adventure, which has brought 
me to fulpgsr the ee of my ſcheme 
| 8 able Inticely to pres me e from the 
danger I ſought to ſhun. My own expe- 
rience has convinced me, that love is an 
invader, who, by, ſurrounding us, on all 


ſides, is fure to find ſome unguarded poſt 8 


to make his. entrance. at: I know not; by 
what deſtiny 1 the M xrquis de Sevigne has 
rendered all my, projecrstroiuleſs : In. {pi ite 
of all my outguards, he has Une the 
avenues of my heart. Whatever reſources 
I have fammoned to my aid, he has had 
the fortune to win over to his party, and 
my raſon, , inſtead of aſsiſting me in the 
6” —_— betrayed me to the victor. 

7 1 ſhall not, however, "repine at bl | 
N. 5 if he ſhould not give me. other 
cauſe to lament it. He has won upon my 
weakneſs ſo far, that I have not been. able 
to e wy, ſentiments from bim! z and 
15360 . the 


WP 


ys " MADAME DE PENCLOS * 
the only concern I have at preſent, is, Jeſt 


| he ſhould imigine that T have not hitherto 


Peiſonated an inſignificant character, but 


Fender tne Jeſs! amiable in bis eyes—for I 
do affirm, dftat fupei 


blah to owe his affections to mock appear- 


ances, belying both my heart, ws fog 


: aging, 


86 Lam, Madam; {reptied: Monſieur de 
1 ablieny "{tilt/leſs.-ſurprized. at che mo- 
veltics of your-project, than art the! addreſs. 


with which you have been able to render 
0 ſmgular a notion Plauffble. I really 


chink that it is impolsible ro Tamdle With 


more methôd. But you” have not met 
With the general fate of -proje ojeftors,” who 
J 8 may 


Pi formed a" real ene. And though my 
throwing" off his diſguiſe, may perhaps 


jah qualities gene- 
rally captivate/men, more chan ſolid ones, 
E would, however reveal myſelf to him 
in my genuine character: for, 1 ſhould 


tb avoid tlie beaten | 
track, ü 


— — —  — 
——— — — — 
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ua . WY into the ſame inconveni- 
ences oft. th we commidu high road 
traveller. Now to make uſe of the priyi- 
1 86 you Ribe Allow e whe! of- ſpea ir 
ay Sine feelye, believer fe, Maa 

| clarthe pet meine of infiring Ses eg 15 
is ever to ut U up: "without dllguiſe, to *rhe 1 
character bf © fatiönel creäturke Oe id 
 dvwhys fate ic e a Painer, upun any matt 


* 77, td 
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Wben 1 perceived the- converſation be- 
gin to take this ſerious turn, Tapprehended 5 
that it mi ight be drawing toward a c9n- 
cg 43d khetefert Rathly ferired With. 
ou peißg dekeckeg, ind habe Iven 1 my ſelf , 

he plaafare oP the your 4 . i; 
according, to pro! miſe, e 


eee en 01. 5559 3000 D109 7 10 N 
5 diyau ever ſee ſo dong 0 f We 5 
well urtura to Paris, in tWo Gays. v4e abt 
3 $57 Aut 2 g , io: Adieu 
Eni 2 ft Soo 20 3201 1 ] £225 
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Ae Nan 5 0 7 „U 20 en 
5 5701 LR EN. d; XI W950 
2 1% SUS 236103 words. Hove 
2 Nr quis, we. age F&yroed: 3 
— W. ng at lat en the na ON 
| o bring Non. will be, e, fan\from wel. 
me. You. neyer in your Ife had, a-fajrer; 
Seca of accuſing, women of 'caprice. | 
Mx, last letter, WAS - oak aſſurg ou, chat. | 
we loved you, mightily, ,and the pfEſent 

is to inform you of the contrary. We have 

taken ſteange reſolixipnsi-againſt yo 
i Tram ton ita a poine detarmined- 


= WH | 


Wa 


5 cl. IU 10s 11 

"The Cov es Goin thort, is gebe, to 
. love you for che ty Lure, incirely.,. 2 er.” 
caſe, - ane | without, he leit x P&nrF. to. her 
reputation or. repoſe. She, has foreſgen. 
the conſequences of ſuch a flame 2s yours, 
ad / cadnat reflect auen them withouditor- | 
ror. She. has, +horoforeg:takoneho pibus 
# a reſolution. of. arreſting . its further pro- 
. gre... Let not the proofs the a; alin 
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Ot 


ety given you of let vegas, flatter 
you with the leuft manner öf Hebe. T0 
men imagine chat after a wöthan has once 
corifeſed her paſſion, the as loft the Power 


ſelf itt Chih,” The 'Cdilticeſs 18" mörk if. 
tels of herfelf in rfiis partiecblar, kad 
perhaps you may imagine; and F Gn 
ingenüdully, "that 10 27 friendly. coun- | 
ſs he u * for doe part 'of her 
IETF enn 3 
A. Lift wo Sag Born 4 E E | 
You muſt reckon no Ind pb mf ny 
1 8 and in truth vou will nox have 
much farther occaſion. for them, toward 
helping you 1 to a thorough knowledge, q ; 


33. TY BP 


nomen. I begin to, repent me, that 


24 33 of 


have pplicd | you wit too many, a arms al- 
ready, pra ed; 3 wit] out ,W ich, d 


2 ty 


"192 


v * 


the Coòͤnteſs? 1 confeſd th at 1 have' hi 


* Judged. too ſeverely- af mp dexs + 
— 


te break Her chain. Lou deceive yours = 


you imagine you. would ever, have von 
ii 1 
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aud here offer up my palinade.* I am 
truly ſenſible of my libel at preſent. There 
_ are, 1 believe, among women, more real 
and eſſential virtues, than I had heretofore 
imagined. What depth of underſtanding |! 
. What, a conſtellation of eſtimable qualnies 
3 our charming friend poſſoſſed of! No, 
Marquis, I could not with: hold from. her 
- My. tendereſt affections; 5 and without the 
ſmalleſt retzard to your intereſtz, I. have 
moſt cordially entered into the fir ongeſt 


att, 


alliance with N offenfive and defenſive, 


8 againſt, Nod "C {| A = | 5 00 TW | 


"You hn Mea my defectibh; bur tag 
hart confidence ſhe has Tepoſed i in Li 
"ri nt to claim the ftrict teſt fealty ? {1 
ill not even conceal my treachefy from 


7501 pave. | betrayed ) you ſo far, 48 really 


* 74 vi 


- apprize her of, thoſe dry, 5 you 
5 might poſſibly: profit e 9h Wie 


Ity 


8. 4 A dai term for a recantition. 


the 


— 9 
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le 
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the” ſecrets I have let you into. of the hl 
male” breaſt, : ; Aton 


30 avian (ale ke) Re: nid 
5 a lor 18 likely to be, who joined to a 
perfect knowledge of the heart, poſſeſſes 
at the ſame time, the engaging talent of 
explaining and expreſſing his paſſion, with 
addreſs and ſentiment. 
he not have, upon a voman who reflects 
and diſcerns i 1 3 know it; *tis by the al- 
; underſtanding,” that 
He his the art tô eie 
her dwn/ wit againit herſelf,” toJuſlify to 
her reaſon che errors . is is berrayitig her 


What effect may 


ſiſtancè of Ber Fe 
hewins her. 


WY - A poet "a9 12 dirk, herſelf. 
bound. to ſacrifices in proportion to the 


merit of her. lover. | Wich an -ordingry:; 
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is PY 2 proof of gur own. diſcerament.— 5 
It compliments our taſte, and we are proud. 
to own it. Thus by adding to our vanity, 


I - What is lopped off from virtue, we become — 85 
quite inſenſihle to the lapſes ef our own. 


weakneſs.“ Theſe are, at preſent, the 
cautious ſentiments of the Counteſs; and 
I perceine not the eaſt. gleam of hope for 


1- you dawning e them. 2 bal BET 


F acknowledge iat it might Juv bern 
better to have made theſe, reflections. he- 
teen ourſclves, withgue lating, you at all. 
into the ſeęret; and this was truly pus 
firſt reſolve, But .could 1 30 & diſenge· 
nuous a part, to operate underhand againſt. 
you? Would not this have been the 
beight of perfidy ? Befides, by ſo elan- 
deſtine a proceeding,” we might have de- 
trayed ſome fear about the danger, and 
you ſee me have bravery enough to adviſe 
vyau of our very plan of defenee. Come 
00 then, — our Nas of che 

attack 
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ik riſes euen to impatienbe. Won 1 


you / learn why A Betauſe we can how at- 
tend our marob, without à pulfe- beat: 
Do not Gatter you: ſelf it is any longer 4 
tender miſtreſs you have to cope with 
This would: be too weak an adverfary;es 
Such a courage is hot much to be de- 
pended on? No —*tls! mea” champion 
| in coat blood, who thinks cherfelf engaged 


in honour to ſupport the weaker efforts x 


ber friend and ally. Ves. -I] can pry into 
che fevrebtolttings f your heart, ſpy t 
wmdiaiftepaims;! parry: them, and render 
—— Jartjfice of your 1michina- N 
Aceuſe me (of: treachery, if you 
E 1 but me to us this evening, and 1 
will denvince you of the perfect equity 
and partial cy of 1555 eonduẽt. N 
619 can ele Sign, "06 ol 


While your inexperience ak to | be 
mformed, , encouraged, and ſuſtamed, my 
rand Etvice induced me to facri- 
n) OT 
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fiber very thing eto / your inte reſſi AaThe 5 


Cbunteſs had, at chat timez jeveryiadvan; = 
. tage on her ſide. IT he complexion; of afs 
fairs is quite altered. All her. pride, at 


preſent; isc hardly ſufficient to defend her: 


Formerly ſhe had her own indifference, 
and what was ſtill : ſafer, your had addicſs, 
in her favour. Lou are now, a perfect + 
maſter of -galantry ; while ſhe. is ſcarcely | 
miſtreſs of — herſelf. In ſuch circum- 
ſtances, to have continued the war with 
you againſt her, betray. the: confidence ſhe 
had / placed in me, refuſe her the ſuecbur 
ſhe had a right to call for, if you have the 
| leaſt ingenuouſneſs in you, would by your 
own confeſſion, have been a crying ſin. | 
would, then, for. the future, repair the 
miſchief ;I may have dove | in revealing. 


our ſecrets, and nUHAEDg Tage Agr; oun 


myſteries.” 7 
E F290 0315x900! 33 Sl 


1 know: adh wan it. js, but I os * 


2138) 
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ſuch a plepſurs in traverſing Jour ng 


il in 


20 _ 12 


in this place, that one would imagine I 
had undettaken it it from-fome ſelf+11 Mtkreſted 
view of my own: but you know how far 
only” my pretenſions upon you extend. — 
My ſentiments toward you ſhall cver con. 

tinue the ſame; and on your part, I dere 
ſay that you are too candid, to ſuffer this 
activity for my friend, to diminiſh the. 
leaſt of your eſteem for me. Adieu.— 
Fly to the Counteſs iow, you 1 free 
leave. e oa. 3 
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_ wandte . L/ENOLO : 


VV men then, have frightened you! | 

You! Hefpair at once, of ſucceſ,, becauſe. 
ſuch redoubted Amazons have taken arms 
 *gainft you! See, ſee-him Aying fromm the 
field? Who would hav en "_ | 
Poor. a Oldies! 7 eG 


However, 1 ak . that * Rem 

neſs of the Counteſs, did even aſtoniſh 
me. —{ was really furprized at the reſolu- 
tion with which ſhe withſtood for a whole 
evening, your vows, - your proteſtations, 
and moſt earneſt inſtances. For my part, 
I own, that I never beheld your addreſs 
and manners ſo engaging z and ſhe herſelf 
acknowledged to me ſince, that ſhe never 
found you ſo formidable before. But, 1 
may venture to anſwer for her now, ſince 


her courage N + on «fo FI_ 
Reus bete an 


— 
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a quokfion: My tefleftions earry me 
farther. The euſe with which ſhe ſapported 
her irony” chrougkout, bas almoſt Gronght 
me to ſuſpeck, that her heart has been but 
Fghily: grazed: kad the been really 
wounded,” ſhe whole nor N 4s e 
Be fo mw cavalier an air. I en 


a Mark. 1 dere amuſed. mpſelF this: 
morning, with a whimfical thought; that- 
it would be ridiculous enough, if while 
we are diverting ourſelves with your pains, 
you ſhould diſcover that yaur tender 
Adelaide had coneeived but a middling . 
degret of lik ing for you. What « ſtroke 
to your;vanity:! Though there are yield- - 
ing fair enough to repair the loſs.— How 
often will” your pique cry out. What is 
«the heart of woman? Define the Jing 

« compoſtion-tio cat. — 

Ei SO J * 

But after alk Jet nals you that- 1 
have ſame m for you, and if I 
Aung E 6 ſhould 


' [ 


W 


dür o LSL Os ro 


ſhould; find this matter baving too 5 an 
effect upon your mind, I cannot ſay what 
I may do to mitigate your misfortune. 
But I. kKnoꝰ.] your philoſophy; - The firſt 
tranſports of reſentment. over, you-wilk-ſoon 55 
FEI cgive that the beſt card yon have to play 
in this deſperate game, is to reſtrain your 
paſſion within the common bounds of 
friendſhip; which tis 4 condition that we 
now moſt generbuſly tender you. What 
a happy compoſition is here, when your 
diſmiſſal might have been abſolute! How- 
ever, do not plume yourſelf too highly, 
| upon -this advantage. Vo might not 
have received ſuch quarter, if we had any 
| faulen danger to apprebicad'from you. 14 
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„Adien Margie The Countess. who. 
is ſitting by my fide, ,, fays;,many- kind 


things of you. She, was particularly, plea- 
ſed with the complaiſance of your late 


behaviour toward us. No longer to pris 
an argument * wo. ladies appeared 4 
nn M — 
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againſt you; was. the very pink of courteſy, . 
aud politeneſs, truly. Such extreme de- 
lieacy muſtſſurely in the lend, diſarm their 
oppoſition, and at length, excite their 
campaſſion. Hope ;- this we ae not 
9 prohibited AY” Farne un 


* 


Toltenipt, from the Cbbnteſs 


Though it ſhould encourage the moſt 
flattering hopes in you, Marquis, 1 can- 
not reſiſt the temptation of adding a few 
lines, at the bottom of my friend's letter. 
I have not read it, but ſuſpect that I may 
be the ſubject of her epiſtle. IJ have a 
mind to give it you under my hand, that 
we ſhall paſs this day alone together. 1 
would acquaiat you alfo, that though I 
have but a flight regard for youu, at pre- 
ſent, I ſhall every day, endeavour to ren- 
der it leſs. However, it you have co: rage 
enough left, to break in upon our tete à 
tete Party, I give Foo fair warning, that 
Fir, en 
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d His byſineſs begins. Dow. to. "bw 
4 rather ſerious, Marguis.—[ inſiſt. 
upon. an explication. Do you ſpeak in- 
genuouſiy i in your letter, by hinting that 
you imagine I have becn actuated in this 4 
affair, thraugh jealouſy only; and that !! 
haye endęavouręd to interrupt your come: | 
merce with the Counteſa, merely to take 
ſome. private adyantage of the rupture - 
Lou have either a very bad heart, or a 11 
moſt excellent head. The firſt, if you = 
can poſpbly chink me capable of ſuch a 
double dealing; and che latter, if you. 
3 2 chis my to create os fi 0 


a The aww entity, injyrious.30;)/ 
ne. The Countęſs has taken the matter 
ſeriguſly, and. this embatraſſes me 0 the 
ee. You ate ally 569 many; fan 
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ference might! ( 
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us.—You know the aſcendency you have 
over her hearr4 and could not poſſibly 


have exerted ir in a ſurer manner, than 


by putting on the appeatante of indif. 


ference.” Not to deign an anſwer to my 


laſt letter, to fail the aſſignation we made 
you under our hands, to remain three days 
witholit ſecing uss and then to write us 
ſach a ſtiff, cold letter! 1 muſt ackno w- 
ledg& Marquis, that all this is of à con- 
ſummate politician,— —tis what is charac. 
tered under the common phraſe of 1 coup 
as muitre. 5 -: D&Q 7195.6 391119 976; 1: 80 


1 Sas To 
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And accordingly. the nleſt; [complete 


| ſucceſs! has attended! your; hopes. The 
poor Cour teſs! though ſhe withſtood your 
warmth, could not hold out againſt your 


coldneſs. The a prehenſion. leſt this indif- 
real, bas thröwn her 
into rhe urmolt*1 in PEO Comer then, 
you d Machiavel/in'love;, come, and ſurvey 
the” work” as have made. i Comes and 


__ ; wipe 


1 


2 


_ o8iherfaifingowagrlc Cot where 
We your oy and ar mans bs 


Gods! . What! is the moſt ſenſible woman 
in the World, when. love. has once taken 
poſſeſſion of. her, heart ! W by Are: you not 
here, a witheſs to the upbraidings ſhe 


 you'l ll ſay? Why truly, 1 have had i it ſeems; 
in the firſt, place, an.-jnjurious-. diffidence 
of her virtue; and in the ſecond, à miſ- 


taken; notion of your, pretenſions:,, 1 firſt 


ſuppoſed, them criminal, and then took; IC- 
into my head to punjſh you for therh.; L | 


am ſevere, cruel, unjuſt, with many epi- 


41 * 3157 


"What ef otion!? Well. rake wy word 


tween youʒ and let me here moſt cordially 


Las =. og 


pe” * 
* % 


breathes. out againſt me l. For what cauſe, . 


thets more. of the fame. kind, which be. | 
W. aged wil mer __ 3 . 


b it, "That! this ſhall be the laſt florm 1 
all over ſuſtam for intermeddling” be- ; 


Ms the confidence you E each © 
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of :you, hitherco, honoured ue with. 


adviſers truly, in ſachicaſes, 8 
admirable lay of it! They folc Ay. are. 
chargetl with every thing difogreeable in 
the quarrel, and the lovers enjoy the 

whole pleafure of the "reconciliation. © 8 75 
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- However,” vpon refle@tion, 1 h ang 
af weak to have any manner of retent- 
ment upon this .occafion.”-' You are 2 

ple of children, whole waywarthefs 
000 t rather to mute me. I bud re. 
+l you" elk i 2 à Phatetpint eye 
and continue Rf my friendſhip 0 you 
both." Come 'Kither ' then, ithmediately, 
and acquaint me if you acquieſce” in this 
reſolve of mine. Come away, and drop 


the, petty, nat, 7 preſent., Let us 
wake peace, and. Frame, a. afiple; alliance 
tagecber. My. poor dgar,iofants} One af 
them has ſuch insocgnt views, and the 
e ecm in virus, che n 


any 


> 15 * 
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aue on eee 5 
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any. longer. aſunder, would be a ui 


| Faremel. f 


1 r TH R xxxv. 


See icy Bfouauis, ahi ah only . 
to preſtr ve terms with women, euen of 
the beſt underſtanding and virtue, is ne- 
ver to inte ifere in their love affairs. 1 
have: taken' my refolution-z. and for the 
time to come, ſhall never mention your + 
name to the:Countefs,'| unleſs ſhe: reſts it | 
from me. -I hate altercation. —However, 
this reſolve ſhall not in the leaſt affe@ my 
ſentiments toward you, any more then the 
friendſfrip di hall ever-preſerve for her. 
But thaugh i remain her ally, I ſhall make 
it no ſeruple to hold on my commeroe with 
you, in the ſame free manner as uſual; 
and ſhall continue, fince you preſs it, to 
give you my opinions, upon every cireum- 
agce of life, -yop ball propoſe'ts me e 
ont RE 2ÞB 


* 
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but upon: this condition! be it; that I 
not be denieg the liberty of Flaughing ſoine- | 
times, at your expence. TI 


However, this privilege l I cannot make | 
_ uſe of at preſent ; for it the Counteſs ad- 
heres to her reſolution, which is inot to ſee 
you alone, I do not perceive that your 
affairs are likely to afford me much variety, 
She perf: &ly remembers: what I uſed lately 
to tell her: ſhe knows her heart, and 
has reaſon; to fear it. She muſt be a very i 
imprudent woman indeed, vho confides 
in her on tarces, and dares expoſe herſelf 


U 


without apprehenſion, to the ſollicitations 
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of a man ſhe likes. Nothing is ſo danger - 

ous as the -prejence,; as the aproagh'vf an WW ” 

objrct beloved. .;Fhe emotion that ani- I 

mates, the warmth with which the: intire | ſt 

perion i is, as it were kindled vp. awake m 
a the ſenſes, inflame the mind, and excite ch 
; | deſires. I ſaid to the Counteſs, one day» de 


that women may be compared. to an harp- 
| ns n 


21 s * 


4 * „ n 


4 


Gehard, whichtho' ever ſo en emits 
no ſound, till the maſter's hand begins to 
operate. Touch but che! keys, and che 
tones reſpond. Finiſh. the /parallel, and 


deduce 8 conſequences. 
510 


| Te, Joh 15.0 42900 — l F ry or } 20} © 's © + 


g Buber ally what have you to com- 


| l of, my metaphyſical friend? Ts 
„bod. the Cbanteſi, o. bold'\tender c , 


with hers! lo. ten to the ſoft milody of ber 
 baite, to render der little aſſuluities ꝓtoſpini 
the theadd af ſehtiene nt half, And tro 
editfp from ber ( ſublimẽ ixctures upon 


virtue; do not theſe, Marquis conſtitute 
- your. ſupreme felicity? Quit, quit to 
earthly fouls, thoſe groveling deſires, 
which begin now to appear too plainly in 


you. To conſider you in your preſent 
ſtate, one would imagine that I was not 
much miſtaken, when 1 hinted, that even 
the mott refined paſſion, was but a more 


delicate effect of the ſenſes, Your own 


* Ser Fate rin, firſt paragraph the nale. 
ex- 
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experience has compelled you at length, 1 
anto my ſentiments. ł am nbt ſorry for is, 
2 would an . N for oy in. 
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| P. 5. Phe Chevalier, your hy” Soul. 
has zeſented the diſdain of the Counttſi, 
by throwing himſelf. at the feet of 50 
Morchioneſe, her couſim This choice 
Ax rare. encemium on his taſte. But they 
Were.) formed fon ane andther,, : I. ſhall 
be curious enough to know how” far 
| =Y tas galten n able to r 
em? EEE 5s 3335 I { he 0.29 1 
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70 1 Marquis, that I do no 
I. pereciye-al}.che irony; of thoſe com- 
plimengs.you. pretend to make, me, on my 
feigned reconciliation, as I fancy you ſup- 
poſe it, xꝛich the Cpunteſs, Bur in reality. we 
had never; falle no. She, oon made an 
apology for ſome haſty reflections, im- 
puted them alleto lovey: and intreated me 
to continue ſilly. * e counſeh t0. 
ben 19770 ige \ +1 SHE, 7055 J. S1 02 


HOG, 1 us 


7 of But y good ly, int cmi By | 
ro, afliſtance. anſwer, except to prepare: a 
farther, triumph for our r antggoniſt. 1 My 
opinion, in, this e war, is for quit 
ting. the field: for whatever confidence 
you . may place. in, your own ſtrength, 
fight nly, can inſure Jour ſafety.” 194001 


"She itnagiftes ti both What be has ewn. 
ak Higlr inſtance 'of eel, in the laſt con- 
| EY l OW w_ pa, veilation 
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verſation ſhe held wich you. But all wo- 
men ſpeak toitheir overs; aficri the ſame 
manager. —<* I reſt ſatisfied with your 
Heart, chey cry your ſeviritents and e 
rear are all the aim of *my'-ambirioh, 
Tukre ate 'womth fl am afriidg Intfelicats 
enough to acct moſt! willingly, What 
I refuſe. Feral part, Ifhall never envy 
them; cheir rang And ſo forth 


$ ©, 1 
— . +4015 80% ** Bil. net 10 Jol. 2 


„Take cate Marquis how. you!1 reject 
ſheſe refined notions} openly: To ſcem 
to ſuſpect their ſincerity upon ſuch o 
caſions, would be more than unpolite, it 
would bel inllifcfeet“ vb Möuld ap 
plaud and enchrrage theif wrt Phu 
wield Profit of it. They would appear 
dslicktep nd BIS ber othef plea. 
ſürel Büro othöfe öf fen timent And * 
lest Güily. This is their ſyſtem; this 
their very fl. dr arge Fog he 
FT 
nions ,.but in truch, the general! 45 k them. 


210 


only y endeavour t to daes * you. 


But 
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But whatever may be the reaſon for e- 


quivocating upon theſe occaſions, is it not 
a very happy thing, that they take the 
trouble of deceiving you after this man- 
ner? What obligations ſhould you not 


acknowledge to them ? They give a va- 


lue by this means, to the ſlighteſt favours, 


which without this artifice, would bear 
no price. You ſhould admire our addreſs. 


By pretending an indifference, toward 
what you call the pleaſures of love, —in 
| carrying the affectation ſo far, as even to 


declare an averſion to them, we augment 


the merit of thoſe ſacrifices we are ſup- 
poſed to make you. We thus render you 
_ grateful, for the very obligations we are 


ourſelves equally indebted to you for ; and 


exact a tribute even from our conquerors, | 
And ſince it has been decreed from the 


firſt, that we ſhould ſtill impoſe upon you, 


what acknowledgments do you owe us, 
for chuſing the moſt agreeable manner of 


doing ſo? We but cheat you to your gain; 
Yo 16, =  F and 
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be at once deſtroyed! You ought-never, 
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and multiply difficulties, only to increaſe. 


your triumph. Anxieties and cares are 
but the purchaſe of your pleaſures. How 
flattering to your vanity, a pretence to 
boaſt, This fair one, ſo delicate of ſenti- 
ment, ſo cold to all impreſſions of ſenſe; 


ſo nice, ſo jealous of her fame, now fa. 
crifices to me her repugnance, her fears, 


and her pride. My merit, my perſonal 
accompliſhments,-my addreſs, have won a 


' fortreſs, impregnable to all other aſſailants. 


Jo triumpbe! To Pæan! What 1 
What 01 OE) | | 


But if women on their part acted inge- 
nuouſly ; were they as unguarded in decla- 
ring their ſentiments, as you are aſſiduous 
in penetrating them, you could not poſſi- 
bly make ſuch a vai boaſting to your- 
ſelves. What flattering pleaſures would 


therefore, to impute this reſerve to them 
AS a fault, from * you . ſuch 
n 
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happy advantages. Fei eign rather to be 
impoſed upon, nay aſſiſt in the deceit 
yourſelves : It will but heighten and refine 
our pleaſures. 1 


If the Counteſs ſhould 418 to inter- 
cept this letter ! what reproaches, what 
en ſhould I again ſuſtain! 


Adieu 
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courſe, on his return to Penelope. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


Know well enough; det man of your 
rank, eſpecially a young officer, is 


frequently tempted into bad company; 
and conſequently, may ſometimes be ar- 


reſted in his courſe, by ſome of thoſe firens 
you hint at in your letter.? However, 


notwithſtanding ſuch excuſe, you have not 
-gueſſed amiſs; for I ſhould certainly have 
given you a ſevere lecture upon this occa- 


ſion, if I was not perſuaded, that in the 
preſent ſituation of your heart, ſuch Circe'; 
cannot have magic enough to detain you 
long in chains, from the ſole ot of your 
conſtancy, a 


But the . 3 * you tel 
me; and I am not at all ſurprized at her 


* Opera girls. ; 


4 Circe was a ſorcereſs, who detained U, 11 in hu 
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jealouſy ; as it but confirms my general 
opinion of your metaphy/ical females. You 
may judge from hence, the lincerity of 
their profeſſions. Their reſentment is of 


a ſingular nature truly !—For after all, 


what 0 theſe low bred mixens rob them 


of? They have not the leaſt idea of ſen- 


timent; and the Counteſs, to be ſure, is no- 


| thing elſe from top to toe. 


Women are  trangely inconſiſtent with 


themſelves! They affect to deſpiſe theſe 


mock heroines, bu: betray a certain fear at 


the ſame time, that riſes above contempt.- 


And in reality, have they not reaſon to 


fear them? Are you not better pleaſed 


with the familiarity of their converſe, than 
with the company of women in higher 
life; where attention, reſpec, and ſtrict 
decorum muſt be obſerved ? With the 


* View them with ſeornful, yer with jealous —_ 
Porz. 
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firſt, men are perfectly at their eaſe; they 


feel themſelves in their natural ſtate of free- 
dom : with the latter, conſtrained, cireum- 
ſpect, and rehearſing as it were a part, they 
never chuſe to perform. From the charac- | 


ters I have had of ſome of theſe familiars, I 
imagine them very capable of rendering a 


man truant in ſome particulars, | even to 
the woman he loves beſt in the world; 
but then this infidelity, if one may give it 
ſo harſh a name, is ſeldom carried farther 
by a man of ſenſe. They may excite a 


tranſient deſire, but are incapable to fix a 
1 9928 paſſion. | 


| Theſe dramatis perſone mlghe indeed be 
dangerous ſociety, had they either in their 


wit or manners, a fund ſufficient to enter- 


tain you in the progreſs, as much as they 


do on the commencement of their acquain- 


tance. A little common-place chat, rea- 
dineſs of addreſs, and ſuperficial breed- 


5 ing, take you in at firſt. Ye have not the 


leak | 
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leaſt delicacy ! the freedom of their con- 


verſation, the livelineſs of their manners, 


even the irregularity of their conduct, be- 
witch ye for the time; a giddy, thought- 


leſs tranſport, poſſeſſes itſelf of your ſen- 


ſes; and chus ye dream whole HOUSES * 
as minutes. 


But beppür for you, they have ſeldom 
ſubſtance. enough to ſupport a material 


part: they generally want education and 


improvement, and conſcquently ſoon run 


the courſe of their narrow circle. The 


ſame ſtories, the ſame conceits, and the 


ſame mimickries, recur again; and one 
ſeldom laughs at the ſame jeſt twice, when 
ſome eſteem for the Perſon does not ſup- 
port the humour. 


The Counteſs en may be rerfectly 
eaſy with regard to theſe galantries. I know 
you well enough, to be anſwerable for it, 
that ſuch miſtreſſes can never be able to 

* $ '  .  _— 
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rival her. But, there are a certain fort of 
women, that may be truly dangerous to 
you, namely, your ladies of clandeſtine 
galantry. Theſe are a kind of equivocal 
claſs in life, who hold a middle rank, be- 
tween women of character, and thoſe I 
have been ſpeaking of. They aſſociate 
with the former, and differ from the lat- 
ter, only in appearances. More free than 
fond, they impoſe upon your ſex, by lend- 
| ing to ſentiments the leaſt refined, a cer- 
tain air of paſſion, which is miſtaken for 
love. They have the art of ſtamping an 
impreſſion of tenderneſs, upon the vulgar 
appetite for pleaſure. They would make 
you believe, that it is from choice, upon 
a thorough conviction of your extraordi- 
| nary merits, they ſurrender. If you are 
not aware of their true character, you will 
find it difficult ro diſtinguiſh the motives of 
their kindneſs, from a real ſenſibility of 
heart; and be apt to miſtake for an excels 


of paſſion, what is s only a fever of the 
ſenſes. 


\ - 


jill 


ot 
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ſenſes.” You flatter yourſelf that you are 


accepted as a lover, when you are. but in 
vited as a galant. 


N Theſe are the ſort of women 1 ſhould 
moſt ſuſpect, for ſupplanting the Counteſs» _ 
The financier's* widow, who has been 
lately introduced into her parties, is of 
this character. I perceived it the firſt 


evening we ſpent together; and in your 


former letter, you hint at ſome lures ſhe 


let drop. before you. Had not the Coun- 


teſs reaſon to be alarmed at theſe advan» 
ces? Your paſſion for this latter, I do 
really believe at preſent, to be ſtrong e- 
nough to-induce you to ſacrifice every con- 
ſideration to it. But how long may it 
continue ſo? The lady we are ſpeaking: 
of, is handſome, has gatcty and ſpirit, and 
but juſt entered into that ſtage of life, 
when women willingly undertake the 


n A receiver general of the French revenues.” 


= 4 charge | 
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charge « of young men, introduce them into 
the world, and teach them ow: * leſ- 


ſons of galantry. „ 


That tender and aiivncive air, with 
which ſhe receives and accoſts you, may 
have its effect. Be on. your guard: re- 
member I give you warning. Men una- 
wares, attach themſelves to ſuch. women, 
even while they are deſpiſing them; and 
they have the art, often to make ye do 
more filly things, than 1 0 other ſort of 


women in the world. 
Adieu 


* ö * 
| #7 


LETTER 
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LM | impatient to acquaint you Mar- 

quis, that I have been juſt now ſup- 
porting an argument, againſt Monſieur - 
de la Bruyere. Don't you admire at my 
aſſurance ? It is true for all that. He faid 
that Corneille has drawn the characters of 
mankind, as they ought to be, and Racine 
ſuch as they really are. I maintained the 
direct contrary opinion. We had a very 
critical audience at this diſpute; and I car- 
ried the queſtion, upon a poll. This per- 
haps, I was not a little vain of. But the 
pro and con would take up too much of my: 
letter, —Call to ſee me ſoon, and I may 
entertain you perhaps, with both ſides of 
the argument. Every one has their own 
manner of painting things, and I have 
mine among the reſt. I ſketch out women 
juſt as I find them, and am ſorry I cannot 
repreſent them as they would n. to 


be. But to your letter. — | 
f TE The 
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The kind of languor that oppreſſes you, 
docs not ſurprize me. The indiſpoſition 
of the Marchioneſs, has deprived you of the 
opportunity of ſeeing her couſin; your 
heart has continued in the ſame ſituation, 
for three intire days: 'tis quite natural for 
ſuch a circumſtance to produce ſuch an 
effect. Neither does the coolneſs you 
are ſometimes ſuſceptible of, toward the 
Counteſs, ſeem more extraordinary to me, 
than the former. In the fondeſt paſſions | 
one is ſenfible , at times, of certain weary 
moments, which ſurprize even the perſons 
themſelves who are affected with them, 
Love has its fyncope's s, as well as other 
diſeaſes. Whether the heart, fatigued with 
its own emotions, ſteals a refreſhing nap; 
or that its attention is not ſteady enough 
for contemplating always the ſame object; 
it ſometimes experiences its intervals of 
indifference, without being able in the 


A faintneſs or intermiſſion of pulſe. 


,,, ol 
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leaſt, ito account for them. The ſtronger 


the guft,-the profounder the calm: and this 
ſuſpenſion, believe me, is often more fatal. 
to love, than the very ſtorm and tempeſt. 


itſelf. T his paſſion is extinguiſhed by too 
ſtrong, or 100 uniform a reſiſtance, The 


generality of women have only one way of 
reſiſting: a woman of ſenſe and cleverneſs 
does more;—ſhe varies her modes of de- 


| fence; and this 1 is the very ſublime of 


the art. 


But the Counteſs, it . prefers the 
duties of friendſhip, to thoſe of love; 
and this is a new reaſon for your coolneſs 
toward her. Love is a jealous and tyran- 
nical ſentiment, which is never ſatisfied, 
unleſs its object ſacrifices to it every taſte, 
every devoir, every ' paſſion. You have 
done nothing for it yer, while there 


remains ſtill any thing more to be done. 
Prefer your duty, friendſhip, or any other 
focial tye, but foran ant 1. reſents —it | 
retaliates. 


The 


ZOE 
a  Þ- tb wg 


- *-av4 > "= * 


2 
Soy 
_ 


% — 2 * 
N n ? 
: 4 p & 
as <> * * — I — * J - * * - 
PP . 2 a 
* 3 ä * 2 pay 


— 
© + Pj; A Pg : 1 * 4 
— come —— — 
gr He ˙ on nos ho on od — 
* 2 n ah 
* A C K 2 = Mn 


* > * = 
4 -” . 1 5 mo 
= LY — Re 
5 , > 


134 MADAME vs L'ENCLOS ro- 


The forced compliments you pay to 
the finonciere, are an inftance of this un- 
reaſonable pique. I could wiſh however, 
that you had not carried. it ſo far as to at- 
tend her on her laſt viſit. to che Counteſs, 
The time you ſtaid with her there, the 
pleaſure you appeared to ſhew in enter- 
taining her, the queſtions ſhe propoſed to 
you, with regard to the: ſituation of your 
heart—theſe things I ſay, prove the truth 
of my ſentiments to you on this head in 


my laſt letter. 


— — 
= ET 
l 9 
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You may n if you picaſe,1 Slat 

all this flirting, has but the more con- 
| firmed your paſſion for the Counteſs; but 
your embarraſſment, when ſhe aſked you 
the next day, how long you had ſtaid 
with the widow, when you eſcorted” her 
home ; the evaſive anſwer you gave, and 
the pains you'took | to. diſpel her lighteſt 
doubts, ſufficiently convince me that you 
are more guilty than you would ac- 

knowledge, or even than you really ima- 4 


| ourſelf to be. 
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? | | The Counteſs herſelf takes the affair - 
in this light; for did you not obſerve the 


to pique your love, by commending your 


old rival, the Chevalier? I may venture 


to promiſe for it, that you will not haſtily 


fall back again into that lethargy you ſo 
lately complained of. Jealouſy is prepa- 
ring employment, ſufficient to keep you 


But, 1 can you make 10 ne 0 of. the 


poor Marchioneſs' s misfortune! You will 


ſoon find, that the ſmall-pox has not 
altered ther fare alone: her temper will 


partake of the change, believe me, as ſoon as 


her glaſs informs her how great it is. How. 


much I pity her! But, pity her whole ſex, 
at the fame time! With what cordiality 
will ſhe hate, and tear them to pieces! 


Your Counteſs is at preſent, her deareſt 
| friend, —=How long will ſhe continue ſo, 


think 1558 She 1 is * an extreme pretty 
woman, 


1 
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z woman, and has a complexion ſo apt to 


make 'others look like gypfies! What 
envious breaches do I not foreſee ! | 
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I forgot to commence a ſerious quarrel 
with yuu fir, for a piece of your ill be- 
haviour to me. You have had the indiſ- 
cretion to ſhew moſt of my late letters, to 
Monſieur de 4a Rochefaucault, I ſhall ceaſe 

writing to you, if | find you cannot keep 

a ſecret. ] ſpeak my ſentiments freely 

enough before him, in converſation ; but 

one muſt be a good deal vainer than 1 am, 

: who can flatter themſclves that their wri- 

tings may be able to Rand To criticiſm of 
ſuch a reader. 


F areuel. 


LETTER 
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LET TE R XXXIX. 


\HE redneſs, chat the ſmall-pox has 
left upon the charms of the un- 
fortunate Marchioneſs, mortifies her ex- 


tremely. I am not ſuprized at her purpoſe 
of retiring to the country, for ſome time: 
ſhe is not really, in a fit condition to appear 
abroad. If this humbling accident had 
not happened, the Chevalier might not 


perhaps have found the ſiege ſo eaſy to 
carry, as it is probable he had at firſl 


imagined, May not this ſerve to prove, 
that women's virtue generally, depends 
upon circumſtances, and diminiſhes en 


with their * 7 * 


But I am afraid of this example for the 


Counteſs, Nothing is more dangerous for 


h Here it may be obſerved, that Ninon's ima - 


gination is not at all phlegmatie. A ſlight matter 
ſerves her for proof. In this paſſage ſhe ſuppoſes aa 


event, and then reaſons upon it, as a fact. 
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a woman, than the frailty of her friend. 
Love, in itſelf already too alluring, obtains 
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new vigour by contagion, if you'll allow 


me the expreſſion. It is not from our 


hearts alone, it draws its forces: recruits 


are raiſed from many of the foreign objects 
that ſurround us. Guilty perſons think it 


ſome ſcreening of themſelves, to lead 
others into the lame fnare. I am therefore, 


not at all furprized at the many kind things 
the Marchioneſs has lately ſ1id to her cou- 


fin, in your favour, Hitherto, they have 
both of them, conducted themſelves upon 


the ſame principles.“ What confuſion then, 
muſt it be to her, if the Counteſs alone, 
ſhould have reaped the benefit of them? 


The Men has beſides, a-further 


reaſon at preſent, more than another wo- 


man might have had, to contribute toward 


* See the converſation of the Counteſs, with 


Monſieur de la Sablierie, Letter XXXI. 


= 
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the defeat of her friend. She has loſt ker 
beauty, and may therefore be obliged, 
in order to- preſerve her lover, to make 


ſome candeſcenſions, more than were re- 
quiſite in her former ſtate, Can ſhe ſuffer, 
think you, that another ſhould - retain 
theirs, at a leſs expence ? This would be 


ſubmitting to a mortifying ſuperiority: I 


am therefore convinced that ſhe would run 
any length, te relax the moral of your 
charming Adelaide. Should ſhe ſucceed, 


in good truth I tremble at the unluckineſs 
of circumſtances! To have been once, as 


handſome as our friend to ceaſe to be ſo 


am longer, our rival's charms each day 
improving—yet- ftill to be condemned to 
appear in contraſt with her ! Oh fir! it is 
a trial, beyond our wiſdom's ſtrength ! it 
baffles all philoſophy! Among women, 
friendſhip. cancels, or commences -rival- 
ſhips. I mean the conteſt for beauty only 
—it would be too much to add that of 
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l foreſee it with concern, but I muſt 
predict it to you. Whatever precautions 
the Counteſs may uſe, to ſooth the mis- 
fortune of the Marchioneſs, ſhe will make 
but an ungrateful return for. 1 don't 
know how it is, but every thing a pretty 
woman ſays upon ſuch an occaſion, to one 
who never was, or is no longer handſome, 
carries with it a certain air of compaſſion, 
which cancels all her kindneſs, and mor- 
tifies the perſon ſhe would conſole. The 
more pains ſhe takes to appear inſenſible of 
her ſuperiority over the unfortunate ob- 
3*R, the more ſhe confirms it; and ſeems 
to confeſs a ſubaltern merit in the other, 
thro' charity, rather than the ſpontaneous 
will, with which we uſually acknowledge 
inferior charms,» 


Is truth Marquis, women ſeldom de- 
ceive each other by the mutual compli- 


> Damn with faint panty: commend with civil lier. 
| Por. 


ments 
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ments they pay. All of them know per- 
fectly well, what rate to ſet upon civilities 
of this ſort: ſo that as they ſpeak without 
ſincerity, they liſten without gratitude: 
and ſhould the female panegyriſt be of the 
beſt faith in the world, in other particu- 
lars, the fair one whoſe beauty is praiſed, 
in order to judge of her veracity, attends 
leſs to her words, than her features. Is 
ſhe homely ? we believe, and love the 
flatterer. Near our own rank of beauty? 
we receive the compliment coolly, and diſ- 
dain her. But, if handſomer - we hate 
her worſe, even than we did before. In 
ſhort, believe me, that while the pre- emi- 
nence of charms remains in contempt be- 
tween two famales, no perfect amity can 
ever be eſtavliſhed. . Can two merchants, 
who have the ſame goods lying on hands, 
enter into a ſtrict friendſhip together ? 


For want of this hint, the real cauſe of 
: the want of — among women, has 
1 ſeldom 
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ſeldom been inveſtigated. Thoſe who ap- 
pear the moſt fondly connected, often 
break for the ſmalleſt matter. Was it this 
trilfle, think you, that occaſioned the 
breach? It was only the pretext. We 
conceal the true motives of our actions, 
| when the diſcovery may be to our advan- 
tage: we muſt never admit that the mor- 
tification, ariſing from our friend's beauty, 
had eſtranged us from her: this would be 
to betray our jealouſy, our envy; and we 
would rather be deemed unjuſt, than yield 
our rival ſo high a triumph. Whenever 
two pretty women are ſo lucky, to meet 
with the leaſt plauſible occaſion, of ridding 
themſelves of each other, they lay hold of 
it with ſo much eagerneſs, and hate one 
another ſo cordially, that one may eaſily 
Judge what ſort of an affection had * 
between them before. | 


Well Marquis, do I Wenk my mind 
r e co you? You ſee bow far 
| my 
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my ſincerity carries me. I endeavour to 


give you juſt notions of every thing, and 


am not ſparing even of my own expence; 
for I-am certainly, not more exempt than 


another, from the failings | deſcribe. But 


as I cruſt, that all 1 have ſaid will remain 


a ſecret between us, I am not afraid of 


bringing myſelf into a ſcrape with my ſex, 


who would doubtleſs have great reaſon to 


reſent my frankneſs: . The Counteſs how- 
ever, is above ſuch diſguiſes, and honeſtly 
confeſſes to the truth of my propoſitions, 


How few women are there of this i inge- 


nuous nature ! * 


— 


LETTER 


Adieu. 
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HE example of the Marchioneſs then, 
has had no effect yet, upon the heart 
of her friend ? Ir ſeems on the contrary, 
that the Counteſs keeps rather more on her 
guard againſt you; and has reſented ſome 
flight freedoms you have Ny, Fe 
e in with her. 


J was in 1b that « on this occaſion, ſhe | 
would have reminded you of the former 
declarations of deference and diſintereſted- 
neſs, you made on the firſt overtures of 
your paſſion, This is the uſual way in ſuch | 
* caſes. But what is very ſingular in this 
affair, is, that the lame earneſtneſs, which 
a woman looks upon as want of reſprct, on 
the commencement of an amour, ſhall 
paſs with her for a proof of love and«ſteem, 
after the completion of it. Liſten to wives 
and RR attend to their repining 
prey nt  Mmur- 


It- 


op IK. - EC © 
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murmurs, againſt careleſs huſbands and 


lukewarm lovers: you'll find their com- 
plaints generally to be, that they have loft 
their eſteem; and they impute their coldneſs 
to this alone. But among ourſelves, what 
they imagine to be tokens of reſpect and 
eſteem, are they not the very 2 of 


ſuch ſentiments ? 


I have told you Sn ago, that we 


would: they: honeſtly confeſs, make love, to 
conſiſt in warm deſire, even more than men 
do. Obſerve a miſtreſs, on the commence- 


ment of her paſſion and love is then an 


idea, purely metaphyſical; in which the 
2 have not the leaſt manner of con- 


Like the ſtoic philoſophers, who 
in 2 midſt of torments, would not con- 


feſs their pain, ſhe remains ſome time a 


martyr to her own ſyſtem : till at length, 
love becomes 3 and nature will. 
prevetlss 


"ie" . the lover would have 
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much buſineſs truly, to play back her 
- metaphyſical theory upon her. That this 
refined paſſion exiſts ſolely in ſublime con- 
ceits, and ſpiritual intercourſe: : that it 
would be degrading its abſtract and celeſtial 
nature, to impure it with any thing merely 
human or material,” &c. 


He may boaſt his ſuperſtitious reverence 
and devotion—in vain.— The preaching 
prieſt will never be admitted to ſacrifice at 
our altars, believe me. His reſpe# would 
be taken for afiront, his delicacy for deri- 

ſion, and his fine-ſpun harangues for difin- 
genuous evaſions. All the credit he could 
expect, would be, that ſhe may, perhaps, 
ſuppoſe his having had leſs delicate en- 
gagements with ane other fair one, might 
have reduced him to the ſad neceſſity of 
parading theſe chimera's before his miſtreſs 
Ain name only. And what is admirable 
upon ſuch occaſions, is, that the very apo- 
logy they ſupply him with, proceeds from 


: the ſame principle. : b 
| | I 1 ſee 
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I ſee what deference you have for my 
———— : you have not only expoſed 
my letters to Monſieur de la Rochefaucault, 


but you. read them in public company. 


It is true, that the partial opinion of my 
friends upon them, makes me ſome amends 


for your indiſcretion; and in truth, I 
think my beſt way is to proceed without 


reſerve, as before. But at leaſt, I hope you 
will have proper. caution whenever I ſay 


any. thing, in which the honour of the 
Counteſs is concerned. Without this con- 


dition, you muſt erpelt no more lettters 


from 
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FT We 1 Inet you will, 1 
cannot forgive you that extreme im- 
a patience, with which you preſs, for what 
you ſtile your fupreme felicity. Ignorant 
as you are, wilt you never be perfaaced, 
chat when you are ſecured of a woman's 
Heart, it- ſhould be your chief pteafure to 
enjoy her defeat for ſome time, before you 
| compleat it? You are a perfect novice, 
if you do not know, that- of all pleaſures, 
| thoſe of love require to be huſbanded'with 
the greateſt, ceconomy. Were I a man, 
and had the fortune to win a heart, |[ 
mean ſuch a one as the Counteſs's, with 
what parſimony would I uſe my advantage! 
How rt any gradations would I oblige my- 
ſelf to paſs through, ſucceſſively and ſlow- 
ly! How many delicate pleaſures, un- 
known to the generality of men, would | 
as it ou, create to 4. ! Like the 
 miſer 
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miſer, I would inceſſantly contemplate my 
treaſure, rejoice in the richneſs of it, be 
conſcious that it conſtituted my higheſt. 
felicity, place my whole ſcheme of hap- 
pineſs in the poſſeſſion of it, in- looking 
upon it as my own peculiar property, in 
being the abſolute diſpoſer of it, —and yet, 
ſtrengthen myſelf 1 in the reſolution, not to 


| : lefſen | it by uſe! What tranſport to read 
; in the eyes of a lovely woman, the domi- 
; nion you have over her; to obſerve in all 
| her actions relative to you, aſtilFincreafing 


tendernefs } to perceive. her voice aſſume 
a ſofter rone, wheneerſhe ſpeaks of, or to 
you; to view her bluſhes, even upon a com- 
pliment of courſe, and to triumph in her 
wee upon any Particular addreſs. i 


Can there be a ſituation on earth, more 
flattering than that of a lover, conſcious of 
a reciprocal flame? And what ſurer proof 

can he require, than inſtances like theſe ? 
_— — o > be 1 d an 
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impatience, that her whole prudence can- 
not conceal; to be received with a wel- 
come, which charms the more, by the 
endeavours ſhe makes in part, to. hide her 
tranſport! She has dreſſed herſelf in your 
taſte, takes the very mien, the accent; 
the whole air of perſon, that is known to 
be moſt agreeable to, you. Before, ſhe 
uſed to adorn herſelf, to charm your ſex in 
general. At preſent, her toilette is ſpread 
for you alone. For you theſe jewels, this 
ribbon, that bracelet, are put on... You 
are the ſole object of her whole attire. You 
are become her ſecond ſelf. . She, loves 
you o'er again, in her own image : 


Can there, even in love, be a more en- 
chanting ſcene, than the faint reluctance 5 
of a yielding fair, ſupplicating you not to 
take advantage of ber weakneſs, — re- 
duced to owe her very virtue to you? In 
a a word, can any thing be more bewitch- 


ing, than a voice faltering with emotion, 


"on thoſe _ w_ which ſhe ſeems 
| almoſt 


Taz MARQUIS pz SEVIGNE. 18. 


almoſt to reproach herſelf, and ſoftens the 
rigour of by the moſt tender regards, even. 
before they are Nw mpg: of! 4 


How can you ſuffer ſuch inchantment 


to be diſſolved? For my part, I cannot 
conceive it: and yet, when your haſty 
wiſhes ſhall be accompliſhed, theſe truly 


delicate pleaſures diminiſh, in proportion 


in your power to . prolong, to augment 
them, in affording yourſelf. leiſure to con- 


template, and enjoy the refined, and ſus. 
perior nee a them. 1 9H oa 


But ye are never ſatisfied, *ill the poſe 
ſeſſion is abſolute, eaſy and uninterrupted; 
and yet, are afterwards ſurprized, to find 
your hearts affected with indifference, 
coldneſs and inconſtancy. Have you not 
done every thing in your power, to cloy 
yourſelf with the deſired object? How 
often have I told you, that love ſeldom 
oe of hunger, but frequently of ſatiety 7 
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At ſome other time, I ſhall make you 
a a confident of my amour. with de Villar- 
ceaux; and you may thence inſtruct your- 
ſelf, after what manner one ſhould con- 
duct a paſsion, to make it laſting. You 
may then be able to judge whether I un- 
derſtand the human Heart, and have a true 
taſte for the refinements of pleaſure. You 
will learn from my experience, that an 
cconomy of our paſsions, is perhaps the 
only rational metaphyſics in love. You will. 
in fine, perceive from hence, how little 
Conſideration you have for your- - choiceſt 
| Intereſts, in your preſent impatient con- 
duct toward the Counteſs. N 


Bot, to baffle all your ade 1 ſhall 

| dv \frequent in my-viſits-and counſels to 
Der. Now do not put on & long face, and 
reproach me with playing a double part 
between ye; for in reality, according to 
my notions, I act equally for the advan- 
tage of both parties. PFarewel. 
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LETTER XL 


r Pity you, Marquis Not I, truly: 
You never govern yourſelf by my coun- 
ſels, . and I. am not ſorry to ſee you ſuffer - 
for it ſometimes. You thought it was now 
high time to advance your familiarities 


with the Counteſs. The unreſerved way. 


| ſhe fpeaks of love, the eaſineſs of her man- 
ners, the ready forgiveneſs of your many 
indiſcretions, the frankneſs of her rallying 
the Platoniſi—all thoſe I ſay, had led you 
into a preſumption, that the ſeverity of 


her morals might have been conſiderably - 


abated, of late. But experience has ſhewn - 


you. the ignorance of your error; and all: 
this external freedom, you will find to be 


only an alluring and political artifice.— 
But then to abuſe your ſimple hearted, 
plain dealing folk, after ſuch a- manner! 
is; molt: ungenerous n . 
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and merits all the reſentment that can poſ- 


ſibly be thewn, | upon ſo * an 
occalion ! 


Now, ſhall ! ſpeak to you * my uſual 
ingenuouſneſs? You are fallen into a miſ- 
take, which is but too common with your 
ſex. They rarely judge of us, but from 
outward appearances: they imagine, that 
every woman who does not hold her virtue 

conſtantly in armour, may become an ea- 

ſier conqueſt, than a prude: nor does e- 
ven experience convince them of their er- 
ror. By which means, they expoſe them - 
ſelves often to ſevere repulſes, which are 

herefore the more mortifying, as the 
en expected from that quarter. 


Their reprize then, is to accuſe us of 
jilting and caprice. Ye all cry out, with 
one voice, Why ſuch equivocal proceed - 
ings? If a woman is determined, to re- 
maingnexorabley. N thould. ſhe. cruelly 

| amue 
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amuſe the hopes of her lover? Should there 


not be a conformity between your ſenti- 


ments and actions? In fine, 1s it not un- 
generous to ſuffer us to love you. ſtill, 
while you diſpenſe with yourſelves for a 


return? Is not this a diſingenuous— 


nay, a diſhoneſt conduct? Is not this to 
make a mock of love god ſentiment ; &. 


Mn. gentlemen—it is only making a a: 
mock of your vanity,—You doubtleſs, bring; 
a heavy charge againſt: us; but after all, 
it is we in. reality, who. are the moſt equi-- 
vocated with: for, do you mention /enti- 


ment, only to ennoble a paſsion which is: 


the leaſt * of any? 


Beſides, is it not youribli who lay us 
under the neceſsity of playing this game ?- 
If a woman has even the. ſlighteſt Know- 


ledge of your ſex, ſhe muſt know. that: 


the ſtrongeſt—the only tye over your afs- 
fections, is hope : ſhe ought ſurely then, 
G 6. to 
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to ſupply con ſtant food to your expetta- 
tions. Should her deportment but once 
aſſume an invincible air No more hope 
No more lover. What a forlorn ſtate ! 
what an humble condition! For let a wo- 
man's virtue be ever ſo ſevere, her heart 
is never thereby rendered leſs ſenſible to 
the deſire of pleaſing; nor does her glory 
conſiſt leſs in attracting your homage and 
adorations.— But, well knowing that thoſe 
from whom they expect them, tender their 
devoirs from motives that mortify their 
pride; and not being able to reftify this 
vulgar 'defe?, they employ their whole art 
in taking a ſafe advantage of it; and ſtill 
preſerve their admirers, by ſuffering thoſe 
hopes to. ſubſiſt, which they never mean 
to fulfil. 73, 


1 they W to . addreſs, ha | 
© fucceed in their ſcheme; and if a woman 
has the leaſt knowledge of her true in- 
tereſts, ſhe will revolve to herſelf what the 

Counteſs 
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Counteſs ſaid to me, in our laſt converſa- 
tion together. L know well what ſort of 
value to ſer upon the I love you of men, 
and thoroughly comprehend the full ſcope 
of their proteſtations. It is therefore my 
own fault, if I ſuffer myſelf to be impoſed 
upon by them. And indeed, after one 
has comprehended their deſign, our pride 
alone, one ſhould fancy, might be ſuffi - 
cient to diſconcert their views. Reſent- 
ment, when their behaviour provokes it, 
is not the beſt ſhield we can take up againſt 
them. Whoever is reduced to call in fo- 
reign aid, and ſummon anger to their aſ- 
ſiſtance, betrays the poverty of their own 
reſources. A fine irony, a ſmart raillery, 
or a mortifying light, are more efſectual 
diſcouragements. Let there be no quar- 


tels, and there will be no occaſion for re- 


eonciliations; which always gain ſome 
ground. What advantages will not ſuch 
conduct. n them of! 
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C Prudes, indeed, take quite another 
method. Make but the leaſt attack upon 
them, and they are up in arms, at once; 
as if the credit of their chaſtity was to rife; 
in proportion to the height of their reſent- 
ment. But, what is tlie effect of ſo much 
ſtarchneſs? Men of the world are apt to 
_ fay,1 might not have ſuſtained this repulſe, 

had I not ill- timed my attack. It is my 
indiſcretion, and not my aſſurance, that 
is rebuked. At another conjuncture, the 
crime of to-day, might perhaps be the 
merit of to-morrow. Her preſent reſent: 
ment, 1s a hint, to watch a more critical 
minute, when I may probably obtain more 
. indulgence, and diſarm her pride. I muſt 
appeaſe her wrath, and the ſureſt way of 
making her forget this offence, is, in 
the inſtant of forgiveneſs, to offend 
again. This I ſay may be their reaſon- 
ing with theſe outrageouſly virtuous; but in 
my manner of treating ſuch impertinence, 
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of ann 


„ Marquis, for example, has ſome- 
times betrayed his reſpeciful intentions, by 
his eyes. I uſed but one method, upon 
* theſe occaſions l have ſeemed to take no 
notice of it, and inſenſibly gave a turn te 
the converſation, which drew his attention 
upon other objects. This addreſs ſerved 
me extremely well, till the laſt time we 
were together; and then, indeed, there 
was no farther diſſembling with him. He 
would have honoured me with ſome free- 
doms: : which, however, I quickly _ 


ba A friend of mine, reading this of reſem« 
bled prudes to dwarfs in armour, who if the fight 
was continued for any time, are apt to ſink under 
the weight of their own accoutrements, And added, 


as the Counteſs, might be compared to charioteers, 
who preſerve their ſeat, by ſitting free and eaſy in 
it. Theſe who fix themſelves ſtiff, are Ea to be 
thrown out-by a _ 


they can never make uſe of this method 


that the difference between theſe wvirtuo/o's, and ſuch 
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ſtop to, but without anger. I thought it 
better to defend myſelf by reaſon, than by 
paſſion. I appeared rather mortified, than 
provoked and I am certain, that my con- 
tern affected him more, than the hizheſt 
| reſentment could have done. He retired. 


on the inſtant with a deſponding air.— 
But now, to ſee what ſtuff the heart is 


made of ! In the firſt moments I feared: 

I had loſt him for eve. l almoſt repented 
me of my cruelty I thought I had car- 

ried my politicks too far. But a little re- 
fection re- aſſured me again. Has coyneſs 
ever created inconſtancy i * 8 


In ſhort, Marquis, we talked upon 1 this 
ſubject, till we were both of us out of 
breath. —And, if I can anſwer for wo- 
man, I think your Counteſs ſtands upon 
firm grfund. You may exclaim aloud a- 
| -gainſt her unkindneſs; call her capricious 
and unjuſt. But no pleaſures of love for 
we that are to be arouſed at the ex- 

pence 


— — lin 1 * 
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pence of her pride. This is her abſolute 


reſolve; and ſhe has, believe me, W 


ſufficient to ſupport it. 


The loſs of your heart would, I BD 


think, be a misfortune ſhe might feel wick 
regret, perhaps her whole lite. But, on 
the other hand, the conditions you impoſe 


on the preſerving it, are a great deal too 


ſevere. She would compound this buſi- 


neſs with you. She hopes to fix your re- 
garde, without remitting #hoſe ſhe owes 
herfelf. This. is a project, worthy of her 


ſpirit; and 1 hope it may ſucceed better 


with her, than the one ſhe formed before, 
to guard her heart from love. "Ne muſt 
attend the event. | | e 


Shall we . you to- morrow, on our 
intended viſit to the preſident's widow ? 


If you have any thing to ſay to us, you 
may take this eee of making your 


peace. Kay 8 Adieu. 
9 I 
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LETTER XLII. 


Never expected it  Marquiſs.—But I 
find that my good will to ſerve you, is 
to be paid with reproaches only; and I 
am, it ſeems, to take ſhare with the Coun- 
teſs, of that ill humour her coyneſs has 
thrown you into. Do you know now, 
that tho*-what you ſay had had any foun- 
dation, nothing could have mortified me 
more, than the ironical tone with which 
you: pretend. to compliment.me upon wy 
* of N . 8 


But your making. me: .refodnible, for 
your ſucceſs in this amour, diverts me ex- 
tremely. Have you taken it into your 
head that my deſign in.thefe letters, was 
to give. you lectures on ſeduction? Do 
you make no difference between teaching 

you how to pleaſe, and inſtructing you 
how to delude? *Tis true I explained to 
1 : you 
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you the phyſical cauſe of love, both male 
and female; but did 1 ever ſay, that wo- 
men were therefore, the more. eafily won z 
Did I ever adviſe you to attack them by 
the ſenſes; or ſuppoſe them to be void of 
delicacy or ſentiment? I appeal' to my 
letters Vou ſay you have them all—I 
defy you to produce a fingle paragraph, 
to this 1 .--44 n 


| While, your inexperience and baſhful: 
neſs ſuffered: you to appear in an aukward 
light before women, I remarked to you 
the diſadvantges this might ſubject you to, 
in your progreſs thro? life. 1 then adviſed 
you to aſſume a little more ſpirit and con- 
fidence, in order to inſpire you by de- 
grees, with that eaſy and liberal addreſs 
which becomes a gentlemam, in a polite 
commerce with women. But, when I 
found that you carried your pretenſions 
too far, and were likely to affect the ho- 
nour of the Counteſs, I confeſs honeſtly. 
i that 
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that I took part againſt you. It was very 
proper I ſhould do ſo: I was then, be- 
come her friend. 13412011 STEW. i 


Lou may ſee then, how unjuſt your 
| \ are, againſt me; and I really 
think, that your opinion of her, is as 
much ſo. You ſpeak of her, as one of 
an equivocal character; as a woman who 
is neither determined for nor againſt ga- 
lantryz/ and then peremptorily conclude, 
that the is only a ee e an WN 
* than 4 | 855 


What a. F HA ; aa you Bet 
But one muſt make allowance for the pre- 
ſent perturbations of your mind. A diſ. 
paſſionate, unprejudiced perſon, might have 
perceived. the Counteſs to be -a miſtreſs, 
full as chaſte as tender; A woman not 
profeſſing the /hew, but poſſeſſing the ab. 
ſtance of virtue. Finally, an amiable fair, 
5 whom honour and prudence have inſpired 
with 


ik the moſt proper conduct to conciliate | 


her love for you, and her 1 to > herſelf, 
| e . | 


The diffculey of vending 485 n 
nancesi nto one ſyſtem, is not inconſidera- 
ble; and this ĩs the ſource of that inequality 


of behaviour which- perplexes you in hers 
Imagine 10 yourſelf, the ſtruggles ſhe 
muſt ſuſtain, the varying modes of her 
defence, and the inconſiſtencies, that muſt 
unavoidably appear in her actions, who 
vould endeavour topreſerve a lover, whom 


100 e a reſiſtance” ""_ deprive 


| N bs, 2 
der ft 
5 3 


| There * no ia Ready: — 
with you men.— Tou are fo very impa- 
tiest, hat you ffy off frequently, upon 


— 


the lighteſt oppoſition. You do honour - 


to bur virtue, but abandorr us at the fame 


time. And what's diſgrace is this! How 


_ women have facrificed' chemlelyes, 
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to Prevent fach a mortification ! But 
ſince 1 in neither caſe, one is ſure of pre- 
ſerving the lover, we ought certainly to 
prefer that method, which may at leaſt 
intitle us to his affections and eſteem. 8 


1 bis is our e e the Counteſs 
Ki have diſcuſſed, and agreed this point 
between us. Shew then more equity, 
Marquis.—Pity, rather than condemn. her. 
If her character had been more remiſs, 
you. would perhaps, have liked it better, 
But would you do ſo long? Not you, 
truly. Adieu. We reckon upon your 
company this evening, at Madame de la 
Fayette's, and hope to meet you there, in 
a more rational humour. Dr UN MAL 


f 


n the Abbe * Gedoine is 
to be preſented to me. I am to have a moſt 
+ brilliant aſſembly. . Will you. come? But 
1 know how inſipid it muſt be to you, as 
the Counteſs will nat be with me.—You 

would 
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LETTER XLIV.. 


Cole his at length ſucceeded: to your 
. ſtorm, Marquis; and I* perceive 


from your letter, that you are at preſent, 


better pleaſed with the Counteſs, even 


than you are with yourſelf, What an ad- 


ditional force does reaſon obtain, in 


paſſing thro? Ivory teeth, and eur _ ! 


Obffree the different effects of the dif. 
ferent conduct of the two couſins. The 


coyneſs of the one has augmented your eſ- 
teem, and confirmed your love: while 


the kindneſs of the other has rendered the 
Chevalier faithleſs. Such is the nature 
of man! and ingratitude the reward of 
our favours! 1 | 


; This misfortune however, may poſ⸗ 


ſibly be prevented And 1 ſhall upon this 
ee communicate to you part of 
ra! FB 1 


— LY l 1 


ye 
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a letter, I have lately received from Mon- 


ſieur de St. Evremond, —You know the con- 


ſtant correſpondence we have Oy: held 


tOgFREr: = 5 3 


The young Count „ - ſome time 
ago married Mademoiſelle de, of 


| whom he had been moſt deſperately ena- 
moured. Soon after, he lamented to me 


that marriage and poſſeſſion ſhould too ge- 


nerally. weaken, nay frequently extinguiſh, 


* the fondeſt, the moſt tender paſſion. We 


e diſſerted a good deal upon ſo intereſting 
þ a ſubject ; and as I happened to write, the 
lame day, to St. Evremond, I propoſed the 
theſis to him; and I ſend you the anſwer I 
received, in his own manuſcript. 


Monfeur de 87. EVREMOND zo. 
_ Mademoiſelle de L'ENCLOS. 


is 
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y My ſentiments agree perfectly with 
yours, madam. It is not always, as it 
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176 MADAME vr L'ENCLOS ro 

is commonly imagined, that either matri- 
mony or enjoyment, of themſelves, diminiſh. 
or deftroy this paſſion. The Urtle diſcre. 

tion with which we huſband our affections; 
too abſolute, too caſy, too uninterrupted 

a poſſeſſion; z theſe are the real ſources of 

_ thoſe weanings and diſgufts, which ariſe ſo 

frequently i in love, 


Y When we ſurrender outlebves Wend. 
out reſerve, to all the exceſſes of a paſ. 
ſion, theſe extraordinary tranſports are apt 
| ſuddenly to ſubſide, to leave a cloyed ſa- 
tiety upon the mind, and ſuffer the heart 
to become ſenfible of a liftleſs vacancy of 
| ſentiment, and chillineſs of affection. In 
vain do we ſeek, out of ourſelves, the cauſes 
of that calm which ſucceeds. our ſtrongeſt 
emotions. Nor do we ſee that a more e- ier 
qual and laſting Pleaſure had boen the 
conſequence of a little e, 


by Exarine cloſely, into' the movements 


'of your mind, when * with for anf 
thing 


wiſhes faint away. Whoever, then, would 
f fix on a huſband, ora lover, ſhould ſtili leave 
them ſomething to deſire: each day ſhould 
promiſe ſomething new or rare, for the 
morrow. Diverſify his. pleaſures, exhibit 
in the ſame object, the quickening ſpirit 
of variety, and 1 will anſwer for his ide: 
lity and conſtancy, | 


or what is ſtiled your defeat, is in common 
life, the ſepulchre of love: But then, it 
is leſs to the lover, than to the fair one 
ho complains of this mortality, that the 
defeat is to be imputed. She objects to 
he corruption of the heart, what i is but 


G Its dilatation, or "PR ; which gives a free 


nomy. LG 8 
He. the 


— b : 
_ 

F * N 4 2 = 
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thing, and you will find, that your deſires 

ariſe ſolely, from a fondneſs for variety. 
The love of change is the very diaſtolł of 
the heart. Satisfy our curioſity, and our 
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the natural conſequence of her mal. addreſß, 
and indiſcreet ceconomy. She has expen- 


ded at once, what would have maintained 
a paſſion for life: She has reſerved no- 


: thing. new to amuſe the expectations, the 
curioſity of her lover. Like a fixed ſtatue, 
| ſhe excites no deſires; and her whole | role 


he has already by heart, 


* But with a woman, fach a as I have at 


preſent i in contemplation, it is the dawn of a 


fair ſummer's day : not the haſty ſnatch of 
tranſient joy, but a ſtated courſe of per- 


manent pleaſures ; of thoſe diſcloſings of 
the heart; thoſe mutual confidences, 
which charm the ſoul; thoſe ingenuous 


confeſſions, which eſcape your lips; thoſe 
tranſ ports, which are excited in our breaſts, 
by the conſciouſneſs of conſtituting the 
whole happineſs, and meriting the entire 
affections of the tes beloved. 


7M This day, in a word, is an n ra, when 
a man 


ien 
1an 
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a man of refined ſentiment, will begin to 


find out inexhauſtible treaſures, which *tilt 


then had been modeſtly concealed from 
him. The freedom a woman acquires upon 


ſuch: occaſions, ſuffers her to diſplay that 


wit, that ſenſe, and thoſe talents, which 
reſtraint and reſerve had kept him a ſtran- 
ger to before. Her ſoul begins now to 


take a flight, but ſoaring ſtill under com- 
mand of the lure. Thus time, fo far 


from inducing indifference, or diſguſt, 
but rather multiplies reaſons for increa- 


ling! love. 8 


. But then we maſt ſtill ſuppoſe, that 
this ſame woinan ſhall have government e- 


nough over her paſſions, to keep her af- 
fections ever under command. For to . 
preſerye a lover, it is not enough—or ra- 


ther it is too much to love him to excels. 


She muſt THE how to po out her fond- 


1 : N 9 


28 
1 
3 

. $i 


E--2 


3 TC 59 > x 
I FF + Sx; e 
n 


ah 
22 9 5 — * 2 2 
. . Y 7% IT OO 1 >" I * 
— n 8 3 
* „ „ 8 * * 3 * v7 we JI 
- * .& » — """ I. no - * — 
11 L 
pr — » * 
if — A CRE 
I 


9 
1 


. A 
bf be ”, 


. ad. 
an,” 2 
* * £406 « -h way 
332. * 
TR. ow 7. 2 1 


7 7, 


** 
— 


57 
r 
_- 


„ 


. 
n 
4 


* 0 * 2 
© o + EN Ne vere Le a Toh 
—— 2 S V8. «pe IO 
—_ . 4 2 
— — * * 
* * 
ee 12 


— 
— 


Ss * 
n 
n E - - © 
==. 


FL. ay 


n 8 
2 — W Th, ge, Ki. — — 

w 2 — — S In. n 
2 1 2 „ i3=>—> 1 


1 


274 MADAME DE 1/ENCLO9 re 


; neſs, by 7etail—pot heap it upon him by 
wholeſale, And for this very purpoſe, 
modeſty is, perhaps, the moſt ingenious 


_ device, that could poſſibly have ever been 


imagined, bx uf: wit rde E r of 


: mankind. 2 


- But, to EY aA herſelf up fo N to 
her paſſion, to annihilate herſelf, as it 


were, in the preſence of her lover, is the 


part of a meer novice in the ſcienoe. This 
is not 10 leve—tis 10 languiſb —an 
fer the paſſion alſo, ſoon to do ſo t90,. . 


I would have a woman conduct 3 


ſelf with better ceconomy, | and addreſs. 


.4 'This is one, among the many paſſages, iter. 
ſperſed. throughout theſe writitigs, which afford ad- 
mirable hints to our ſex. Modeſty is certainly the 
ſureſt charm, to win or wear a lover; be, be delicate, 
er be he not. What has been ſaid of honeſty, may be 
affirmed of this quality, alſo ; that it is the bt policy; 


even ſuppoſing virtue, changes, and Accney. out 


of the queſtion, 
: The 


d to ſuf- 


L z 
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The greatneſs of her fondneſs, does | by no 
means juſtify her. The heart is a fiery. 


courſer, whoſe mettle ſhould be reſtrained. 
If you manage not his forces with horſe- 
manfſhip, his fpirit will but the ſooner jade 


him. The ſame lukewarmneſs that you 


perceive in the lover, after theſe extraor- 
dinary tranſports, you will alſo be ſenſible 
of in yourſelf and you will, both of you, 
in a ſnort time, find yourſelves equally in- 


dined to quit ehe irrecaverable game. Tn 


fine; ir requires more genius to love, ang 


to inereaſe and prolong the happineſs of 
bring than is co generally imagined. 


\« Till 1 ab the fatal 7 2s, on 


whatever terms granted, a woman has but 
ay need of artifice, to preſerve her lo- 


Curioſity excites, defire impels, and 
ne fuſtains. But when: once ſucceſs has 


_ crowned the adventure, the is called upon 
to uſe as much pains to preſerve her lover, 


as it it coſt him to win her. It requires that 
. H 1 . 1 


x 
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the deſire of fixing him ſhould inſpirit her 


policies; for the heart is like an open 


een, eaſier to take than keep. 


he Beauty i is Cafficline to win our love; 


but to inſure our conſtancy, ſomething 
more is neceſſary. There muſt be ſenſe, 
addreſs, cleverneſs, and a certain quickneſs 
of ſpirit. But unhappily, when they have 
once ceded the queſtion, they become too 
tender, they even prevent our wiſhes. . It 
would be better, for our mutual advantage, 
were they leſs coy before, and more re- 
ſerved after. muſt repeat it: there is no 


way to poſtpone diſguſt, but by leaving 


the heart at leiſure to Sur its wiſhes, 


„ hear them continually complaining, 
that our indifference is generally the con- 
ſequence of their compliances ; eternally 


reproaching us with the times, when whole 


| ſummer ſuns rolled unperceived away, in 


their company. Fruitleſs  chiding ! 'Tis 


vpon 


yi : _— . — 7 
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upon themſelyes, not on us, they ſhould: 
_ to reſtore that happy and regretted 
Let them forget the favours they 


_ already granted, and they will not la- 
bour to exceed them. Let them ſuffer us 


to forget them, and we ſhall exact the 


leſs. Let them rouſe our affections by new 
difficulties ; let our ſollicitudes revive— 


in a word, ſuffer our doubts ſtill to require 
freſh proofs of a paſſion, the certainty of 
which ſo much abates the value. Thence- 


forward, they will have lefs to complain: 
of in us, and more to be ſatisfied with 
in themſelves. 


16] tell it to you, . ſcenes 


would be quite ſhifted, if women would 
conſtantly. bear in mind, that their 74/e was 


always: to receive petitions—ours, to ſup- 
plicate and earn new bounties. That made 
to grant, they ought never to give. Re- 


ſerved even in the excels of paſſion, they 
mould not yield themſelves up to it, with- 
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dut controul. Leave the lover. always 3 


ſomething farther.to deſire, and he will 
be obſequious to obtain it. Full compli- 
ances render the moſt bewitching charms 
of none effect, and ſoon diſguſt the very 


perſon who exacts them, This is not a 
ſpeculative OO but a 0 _ con- 
_ frmed experience. 199 399; Sony... 


C5 « Poſſeſſion Wa all women ona level 


The homely and the fair, after their con- 
queſt, have no difference between them, 
except the art of preſerving ſtill our hearts, 


But what is commonly the caſe ? A wo- 
man thinks ſhe has nothing farther to do, 


than to be ſubmiſſive, fond, mild, even- 


tempered, and faithful. So far indeed, 


the judges right, that theſe qualities ſhould. 
be the foundation of her character; z- they 


will ſecure our eſteem +: but valuable as 


they are, if not ſeaſoned with a ſpice of hu- 
mour and caprice, . they will: fuffer the 
5 ** wart of air, and a 


certain 
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5 certain wearineſs and languor to:remains - 
mortal ane to the boſk conſtituted 
. d 


40 Do you know, in fine, the reaſors 
7 why lovers are ſo ſoon tired of proſperity ?: 


and why women pleaſe ſo little, after ha- 


ving pleaſed ſo much? Tis becauſe both 


parties have, each of them, an opinion 
equally falſe. Orie i imagines that there is: 


vothing more to gain; and the other, that 
there is nothing more to give. Upon 


which notion, the one flackens his purſuit, 


and the other neglects to exert herſelf; or 
8 beſt, confines her exertion. within the 
province of ſubſtantial merit. T hey ſub» 


ſtitute reaſon and eſteem for paſſion. Then 


farewel the quickening falt of love: Adieu 
the wholeſome gales of jealous altercation, 


which purge the guns lake « of ſubaded 
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of a fond commerce, ſhould be ſometimes 
ruffied by breezes, you will not, Lhope, ima- 
gine that I would have two lovers ſpend 
their lives in ſquabbles together. I would' 


have their piques, their expoſtulations, to 


ariſe from the delicacies of love, alone : 


that the fair one ſhould never, from puſil- 


lanimous acquieſcence, remit thoſe defe- 
rences and regards, which ſhe has both a 
natural, and a purchafed right to: that 


from too tender a ſenſibility, ſhe would not 
make of love, a ſource of inquietudes, to 


embitter all her days: that by too ſcru- 
pulous a conduct ſhe would not leave the 


lover in too great ſecurity, that he has no- 


thing to apprehend, from that quarter: 
in fine, that ſhe ſhould never, from too 
eaſy and even a diſpoſition, have the weak- 
neſs to pardon, or paſs by, every defi. 


eiency of reſpect and attention, which too 
ſecure lovers are apt to be careleſs about, 


Experience often proves, that women loſe 
the hearts -of their ma or bovers, 


by 
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by an exceſs of indulgence and remiflneſs. 
How weak a conduct! They make a me- 


it of ſacrificing every thing to them; — | 


ſpoil, and render them ungrateful.. 
much bounty turns againſt RC at 


laſt ; for by uſe, they begin to look upon 


that as their right, which was at firſt ac- 
corded them aer as a favour. 


Nos Have you not 1 women, even 
among the moſt deſpicable of their ſex, to 
govern with a rod of iron, treat like vaſ- 

ſals thoſe unfortunate perſons who hap- 
pened.to fall under their power, rendering 
them contemptible to the eyes of the 
world, by the uſurped and arbitrary ſway 


they bear over them. And yet, are not 
theſe the wives and miſtreſſes, who gene- 5 


rally the longeſt maintain their empire! I 
know that a woman of ſenſe, breeding or 


moral, will never frame her conduct, upon 


ſuck unſeemly examples as theſe, So mi 
licanx : an air is repugnant to the ſoftneſs of 


feminine T 
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feminine manners, and contrary. to that 


| Propriety, and deceney which make the 
charm, even of thoſe things which lead 


them aſide from virtue. But, midway 
between the termagant and milkſop, may 


perhaps be found the claſs of women the 


fitteſt to govern us, both for the continu- 
ance of our happineſs, and their own. 'We 
are a ſort of ſlaves, that too much lenity 


renders inſolent; and we frequently re- 


.  huire to be treated like thoſe in America 
—with diſcipline and chains. We have 


in our minds a certain innate notion of 


juſtice, which informs us that the hand 


that rules us, may fall heavy upon us 


ſometimes, with reaſon; and we therefore 
1 2 8 e a murmur. 


＋ 


* To conclide In every 7 luz Ale falls 
within the province of love, women 
- ought to be our abſolute ſovereigns.— 
ru Ran their hands alone, ye are to re- 


ceiyre 
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ceive our happineſs and pleaſures. And 
they will infallibly ſupply. our lives with 


both, when they ſhall have leared to ma- 
nage our affections with judgment, to 
moderate their own vith diſcretion, and 


to maintain their ſway, without en paß ings 


; or . it. 
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LETTER XIV. 


N. two words 1 will anſwer you, Mar- | 
1 quis. In order to profit of the coun- 
ſels of St Evremond, a woman muſt have 
firſt excited a ſtrong paſſion. in her lover, 
and have conceived but a flight one in 
herſelf. To the reſt, we ſhall diſcuſs thoſe 
points at a more leiſure interval, TI pro- 
ceed now, to your own concerns. | 


| The ſacrifice, that the a. 1 re- 
quired from you, deſerved well the price 
| you have ſet upon it. To quit a woman 
for her, who by her whole behaviour to- 
ward you, has declared herſelf willing to 
accept you, upon your own terms, —To 
renounce her publickly, in the very pre- 


ſence of her rival; and with ſo little ſaving 


to the pride of the forſaken fair, was really 
an effort which merited the higheſt recom- 
| pence. | She could never have framed „ 
. better 


of 
* 
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better pretence for making Your a preſent 
of her picture, 


But to fix upon, ſo f YOu? an occaſion, 
as the day the. Marchioneſs received her 
firſt viſits; to chuſe a time when the low. 
cit had the vanity and preſumption to put 
on all her attractions, and diſpute the prize 
with a woman of quality, © to ſpeak to her 
only en paſſant; to appear wholly wrapt 
up in the pleaſure of ſeeing her rival, to 
entertain her apart, and to form all her 
parties This is an outrage, that can never 
be forgiven; ; and the financiere, depend 
upon it, will never be at peace within her- 
ſelf, until ſhe tas taken ample vengeance, 

for fo mortifying an affront. 5 
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Now, to the ſecond article of your 
letter. You interrogate me what the 
tat favour, or rather, the laſt Jus bea 
convincing __ of a woman's love, 
Ay - or No? e 
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 Yes—if you happen to be her firſt pal- 


ſion; and that ſhe has either delicacy or 


virtue. -But even in this caſe, the proof is 


neither more certain, nor more flattering, 


than the many leſſer . tokens of her 


fondneſs, ' ſhe muſt have ſuffered; to eſcape 


her, before. Every thing, that is ſaid or 


| done by a woman who, truly loves, even the 


molt inſignificant to common e 
fion, are full as ſure marks of paſſion, a8 


N 1 You! mae ſuch a rout about. | 


( 4 4 3 s * 
1 4 3 > 5 i 33 2 * 24 2 * + 4 L, 7 
Ss * 


to be of 4 certain com- 


plexion, the laſt favour. may be rather a 


leſſer proof of her paſſion, than many 


other ſacrifices or condeſcenſions, which 
perhaps might have been deemed of 


too ſmall moment to be made accaunt 
of, For in that inſtance, ſhe might have 


l conſidered herſelf, more than you: She 
may have had ſo much intereſt in com- 


plying, as to leave you nothing to be vain 
8 | of, 
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of, in perſuading. Any other in your 
— places . have the ſame ſucceſs. 


1 knew a woman once, who had been 
oyercome, two or three times, by perſons 
whom ſhe had no particular liking to, 
white the one ſhe really loved, had ſighed 
and fued in vain. It may therefore hap- 
pen, that the laſt favour ſhall not prove 
any thing in the thefis you propoſe. Or 
the contrary, a man, may obtain it ſome- 
| times, from a woman 's indifference toward 
him. We never reſpect ourſelves. fa 
highly, as before thoſe we eſteem; and it 
muſt therefore, require a ſtronger degree of 
paſſion, to hurry a woman of any ſenti- 
ment, into a breach of decorum, before 


one whoſe good opinion ſhe ſets account 
by. Your | boaſted. triumphs then, may 
: frequently ariſe from motives, which far 
from ſatisfying your pride, might mortify 
your. vanity, to the laſt _— were en 
but e confellods: * 


One 
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One perceives, for example, a lover 
ſlacken in his addrefles, on « reſiſtance. 
One fears his elopement, to throw himſelf 
at the feet of ſome kinder fair, Care for 
him or not, one cares not to loſe him. It 
is always humiliating to ſee one's ſelf for- 
ſaken. One yields, meerly for want of 
| knowing any other method of ſtaying him. 
The fault ſhould not lie at her door: If 
he quits her after, the blame be his. For 
as women attach themſelves more ſtrongly, 
by the very favours they beſtow, they are 
led into a vain notion, that ſurely gratitude 
ſhould form a cloſer tye, on the receipt 
of them. Silly novices! 


Others comply from various motives; 3 
 curiofity determines one; ſhe would Know 
what love is. Another, on defect of the 
charms of beauty, would attract by thoſe 
of pleaſure. A third; has conceived an 
ambition to attach a man whoſe devoirs 
may flatter her vanrey's and ſacrifices every 
| 0 
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thing to this principle. Others may yield 
thro* compaſſion, opportunity, importunity, 
reſentment to a faithleſs lover, &c. But 


enough. In ſhort, the heart is ſo capri- 
cious, and the reaſons which determine it 


ſo whimſical and various, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to enumerate all the ſprings that 
govern its motions. But, if we are apt 


to miſtake the- means of fixing ye, ye are 


alſo as. often deceived with regard to the 


proofs of our paſſion. Was there any 


delicacy among your ſex. they would per- 


ceive tokens of our fondneſs in many 
things, more than | our moſt n fa- 


* 4 


Tell me = "WET what have I done t to 
: Monſieur de Coulanges ? He has not come 
near me, this month paſt. Tho? in my 


own defence, I muſt ſay, that I always re- 


ceived him with the higheſt politeneſs. He 


is one of the moſt 'agreeable men I know. 


I ſhall be angry, if you do not bring him 
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to ſee me, on my return from Verſailles. 1 
long to hear him ling the laſt ode he has 
N they my it is s extremely fine, 

* Adieu. = 


LETTER XLVL 


ou. are  extormmely police 8 in 
1 your expreſſions upon my abſence. 
If I have not written to you ſince my com- 
ing to the country, it was, becauſe I thought 
I had left you. in a moſt proſperous ſitua” 
tion and this conſideration rendered me 
quite eaſy about you, Beſides, I thought 
that love ſhould be. indulged in all its 
rights, 4s its empire is generally ſo ſhort. 
And as friendſhip is a quite different pro- 
vine, I waited patiently, till ſome inter- 
val of Heafure-night afford you leiſure, to 

| _— to e te Jo „ 


Do you know how I was ee 


. oe ae? 1 . a with combi 
ning 
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ning the events which muſt naturally ariſe, . 

from the ſituation of affairs in. which T left 
your little ſociety. I knew the arts of the 
Counteſs, againſt her rival, and concluded 
chat an open rupture muſt be the conſe- 
quence of them. I foreſaw that the Mar- 
chioneſs would take part, rather with the 
latter; for the Fnantiere is not quite ſo 
handſome as the former; which muſt have 
been a deciſive argument, for declaring in 
her favour, as this alliance leaves her in 
leſs danger of an eclipſe. J knew that all 
this would terminate in à ſquabble, among 
the women; but throughout this revolu- 
tion, I am glad 10 find, that your good 
fortune Rill maintains its ground. | 


Every day will ſupply you with new 
reaſons, for loving and eſteeming your 
| charming Counteſs, A woman of ſuch 
real merit, and fo engaging a figure, muſt 
win upon you, in proportion to your ac- 
W wich her — nothing weaken 

— 8 N * 


% - 
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your attachment to hen You "ROE tis 
true, obtained a confeſsion of her paſsion 
toward you. Is ſhe the leſs eſtimable, 
upon that account? Ought i It not rather, 
to augment the value of a prize, every de- 
gree of certainty you acquire, of your be- 
ing the ſole poſſeſſor? Nay, ſhould. ſne 
even yield you the laſt proof, which was the 
ſubject of a late letter, ovght this to leſſen 
your eſteem | 25 < 


You'll excuſe my VFrendbin 4 but I can 
not 2 ſaying, that the happy, of your 
too often betray a moſt unmanly 
meaneſ of ſentiment, breeding and-mo- 
ral, in their conduct, toward the unbapty, 
of ours. Their narrow ſouls make no diſ- 
tinction, between a weakneſs, and a vice; 
and puniſh for misfortunes, ag for crimes. 
What height of depravation, to add in- 
ſult to perfidy? Can they not become in- 
conſtant, without being unjuſt, alſo? Were 
it not. eno0gh,: that apathy. ſucceed to pa/- 
+5 | — * 
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| Madame 4. la Fayette, you ay, ſeems 


to think, that my laſt letter was on too 
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. free a ſubject. "Yau ke what cenſures your 
in But, ſne 
did not conſider, that 1 Wag nb mofe cul- 
pable in t that r particular,” that a lecturer in 
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indiſcretion has laid me under. 


anatomy. L abalize the oral, as" he diſ- 


ſeas the natura man. 


think him too ſerupulous, to omit in his 
courſe, thoſe parts of his ſybje&, which 
might afford to idle minds, occaic ons of 


2 


5 . 


Would you not 


| looſe reflection: ? Iti is not the r nature of 
things, that conſtitutes indecence 5 neither 


the words, nor even the ideas. | 
intention, of thoſe who ſpeak, .« or the de- 


pravity, of them ho hear. Madame de 


Ia Fayette is the perſon in the world, whom 
I ſhould have leaſt ſuſpected, for ſuch a 
criticiſm, I ſhall wait upon the Counteſs 


to-morrow, and convince her. of la | Fayette $ 
error. 
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Adieu. 
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: LO W. enn, you, imagine, Marquis, 
4 that * ſhould. be, ſurprized; - at the 
new lures the ſuanciere has thrown, out be- 
fore you? Do you think I am a ſtranger 
to women I never doubted for a mo- 
ment, that ſhe would uſe every artifice: of 
coquetry, to! ſnatch you from the Coun- 
teſs. She may, perhaps, have conceived 
dome little inclination toward you, herſelf; 
bot moderate your vanity upon that occa- 
ſion; for be aſſured, that her moſt active · 
motive is, the tranſport of revenge. Her 15 
pride A inteteckel to mortiff her rivah for 
having already obtained the preference. „ 
Women” never forgive ſuch an affront as 
this. And if he who is the ſubject of the 
e be not the principal object of 
their pique, they always make uſe of _ | 
for the RO of eee 
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0 * N 1 2 oy : 6 888 You 
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e have met with in the ns all 
5 you requited iu ths Counteſs, io confirm 
your attachment to her. She tenders you 
ſponitineouſly; che reward ofthole feryicey | 
you Pocken andren of further 
-Y retreat nor 
| vou. And Ecucb fear, you are indeli- 
ceeeuate enough, + to acctpt of ſuch mean 
tarms. For, to:your ſhame he in ſpoken, 
the motto. Wenn nee er 184 Ee phe 
: pgs: eee ace 
5 04 gw io Ain 
ness 0 — 
| 9 dhe leaſt rxeprach from the. Cœunteſs ? 
Wbt ſertiof perſon de hau ſerm to pre- 
cb ber? Abe mithapt de- 
osscyror; love moved: by no sttragtions, 
but hoſt of pleaſure more uo in than ſen · 
Ahle more valuptious than tender; and 


more morong than fond: aha ·valneg no 
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Nou ares quſte frnſibik of the whole < 
worth of her rival you:acknowledpethe 
wrotigs: youiddhery; you confeſs yourſelt 


tod bea mbnſter uf ingratitude, and yet 


you cannot ehert reſolution enough / tumꝰ 
At lter / furgive nei d Im gruth, Marqui 


amlat u tu vo urcbuit for you'guant Wain 
15 aggice wich Madam de 8. 8 


ſays that her ſon . and 
can tenſon upon it welli but his. paſtions 
hurry: him any r. c ha ot 251008 bis: be 


that i is 1 272 bis heart.” 
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Wh formedy @vanced} uboot che ca- 


valier manner im whick the affair of love 
vat be treated:: iht abap une, I rücher 
amuſech myſel l witlu ſotne liglidrttctioni, 
chatiptetendodſtu ive: you dvr iiur. 
Besides the queſtion then i regard hu 
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mon miſtreſs; but your preſent beagle | 
is of quite a different nature. I am certain, 
chat there is not, in the whole cireuit of 
Paris, any woman, who can be brought 
even within the degrees of oompariſon, 
with op WA tr pays are now. _ 


nl - K ind : Becauſ forſoorh,*her 1 5 
| ſiſtance mortifies your vanity. Kind, or 
unkind, we equalliꝭ loſe ye What bonds 
remain there, to withhold: ſuch fugitives ? 


. sd W BATITETETTT 
However, I agree with you, that when 


Aa paſſion i is in embers," it is no eaſy matter 
to receive the flame. One has it no more in 
their power," to continue love, than they bad ts 
reſt it. I confeſs:the truth of ſuch max- 
im bur-confels them with gt hen 1 


Wy ate quitting the jeu for the: Nate ; 
chat you renounce a ſolid. happineſs, and 
laſting Pleaſures, for tranſient. Joys, and 
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But, I foreſee that all my e will 


not reclaim you. 


I begin even to appre- 
hend, that you are grown weary of my 
moral; and to ſpeak the truth, I think it 
almoſt ridiculous to preach up conſtancy 
to you, after it has appeared your love has 
ceaſed; and that your heart is mad. I re- 


ſign you, therefore, to your evil genius; 


though 1 may, perhaps, ſtill have good- 
nature, or curioſity enough, to accompany 
you in your future wanderings. 
| vails it to affliẽt one's ſelf ? Should 1 af. 
ſume the air "of 'a"pedagop | 
We ſhould neither of us gain any. 
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T Muſt donfeſs, NMargvis, that: your * 
I behaviour toward the OGounteſs, had 
put me a goed deal Gus, of, humour with 
you; agd I was very near breaking off 
all commerce between us, dn cophder- 
| ing what a good-for-m thing) ſort of fellow | 
| youre. But the eabneſs with which I have 
- reſented; a your inſtanges males me 
imaging, dhat a friendſhiꝑ fer you ad | 
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; Titz © 412 af you 3 21121* 511 Hugh * 


Wh 7 is true. .CNOUS * Eat 
| continu 555 |  attoglmen® to, 2 e, 0! 5 
 ephile they l hem 1 to our counſels, is but»betng 
Wil half! 4 friend- Tbe᷑ more dangerous your 
ſituation is, the leſs certainly, T ſhould a- 
bandon you. But, one is not always maſ- 
[ter of their firſt movements. Whatever 
efforts 1 made, to Philoſophize away your 
guilt, were borne down, by the ſuperior | 
II 2.1 3 interelts 


: intereſts 


: ſinge I Hind, her 


1 fon d ith 


EM 


nad, ta the. mig ortunes - 
of my fair ally. Nad he could avoid 
thigking yowbighly.criminal,, when you 
had:;giyen ſo. Ce ee woman, cauſSof 


% 
4 E 
f had 


complaint agaipſt ut, But at, proſetzt, 
e e ee . 


am e N 
e 1 15 1 805 


0 Hb 2155 1c 55 


Fun 


after ewery Ni :1 a 
the ER 


we all 


il i 


Eos; 


125 PE 


Ak ae Ky | 
need pprehepdlng ing ore 1 e 11 | 
for 1 e they, would, after this, be. 
both.uſel cleſs, and out. of f aſon; : 


1 bak 


oo LF] 


SIE i NWA 40 900 ef 31 Ara 113, 
2110 dais, troy 75 1b * wy 80. Ip idw 

wil 37 91. a9 11 A. eee 10 /2QÞ 
Hg $9: blvow e 609 cabal ry. 


1 5 = LETTER 


ele ren eng ad . 


— 1 oy 8 2 


— FS RL ads 4. * ak 


— — 


n 
8 25: ba. - a 
— — \ hg — 
= — — 7 - ER 


* 2 e n LENCLOS re 
ET T ER XL. 


ont E onyw ES TBE ver 


W o never imagined, - Marquis, that 
it might be ſometimes more difficult 
o diſengage one's ſelf from a "miſtreſs, 

than to gain one. Howeve owever, you have ex- 
perience of it in your dani caſe, At'prefent- 
Tour diſguſt at the Mranclere, ſurprizes me 

only. in this, that it did not happen ſponer. 
Can ie be poltbie?” chat cqbainred 'as you 
ute with her Characker, you can be fo far 
1 impoſed v} bn by her, às to miſtake the 

deſpair fie affekte at your ſhdifferehce; for 
the ymptom of a real paſnon That you 
a Wolde che dope bf her hr farrigue, 
not only faites my wonder, but compaffibn 
too. Ter, War ot) vr wn ant We 


helps be camy:90,;the;Atlpſon ? And in 


truth, it is one of a very peculiar nature, 
which can be able to flatter vou with the 
love of ſuch a woman. But men are really | 
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fed up with the fondneſs of the moſt; a- 
wee courteſan. FA is fs 
OY bo AL 510 8+ 
ut, prithee undeceive our If. A wor 
man. that vou quit, who is of * charac- 
wr. of, > $0 are fair, has, be be affured, 


rit and accompliſhments are the ſole cauſes 


of ber regret ; that the failure of your af- 
fections is the only. loſs the has to lament; 


and that ſhe knows no perſon upon earth, 
who can. be . capable of een her da- 
me 4 7 00 5 10 12 25 12 ! e 3 


7 = 


* n . 


je all thee -pretexts are amn diun- | 


genubus. It is not an afflicted miſtreſs, 


who implores you. Tis a vain woman, 


mortified at having her own inconſtancy 
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r of concern in her misfortune, 
except. = how own * intereſt. She 
would endeavour, by her e and 
her tears, to perſuade you, that your me- 


anticipated; piqued at the weak prevalence 
of her . diſtracted bo to 90 upply 
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55 you? oſs; On the finiden's pioullirs ifuine : 
an air of ſenſibility, and te appezr AeeUeing 1 
of a better fate. In a word, ſhe only 
ſceims to Juſtify chat mati t Menfitur 


. l. RNöcbefhuthuft rh dne t 


not theis lobers for firfiting Seu, ſo ur- 
44 to d. cboug h mote warthy of being Velyord, 
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ben isquite"ridtedloud G ems : 
makè t Hardngtd Oh engt 3c ant Ind 
deed: Paris we plenary e r # 
© you, to ting ef npoling'it ee Rutz : 
bet us join Ie on np Ife Cb. 
lier is at pteſent, diſengägecd. ke Kip fo 
; replate you with her S And date rufe 


Wil for it, that in a letter or two, at the Hf. 


theſt, you will let me have the ſatisfaction 


to hear, that Her delpeff bas been perketily 
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wer, 1 and may be 9bhgedleanderyatab. 
Mer cage being | redueed!th=incept 
<&/frPeſfer. © Her chneern may! Hap 


de; hut you thay more probably mf 


take tie Wüfceseof fr. Bread then, her 


Kids Afeincder, wfchötrtr tende“ Tn a 
Pattern of conſtancy br deficgcy for ficht 


af c ßect, You Hulk certahhy appear an fi- 
diculous, as you were truly erfmmal it 


your d ciency. in coor theſe reſpedty, * 
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ichs für, ths conſciouſneſs of 
their on Might Wer ef Axes! their iacta 
ments, and intimidates from) adventure: 
in deſpair of ſucceeding in ſuch another 
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ance, by: graſping, at a | ſhadow... And as 
the ſmalleſt interval of conſideration, might 


afford the miſtreſs leiſure to reflect upon 
the flight value of the lover, what is their 
policy? They make a virtue of neceſſity ; 


they found a ſuperſtition. upon love; and 
employ reaſon to preſerve a da, which 
they owe meerly to 8 


, 5 
. * bn 


N $ 15 : 


Prithee do not po deaf in T3 TE 


nificant a claſs. Hearts are the coin of ga- 
lantry: amiable perſons the commodities of 


this; commerce circulation is the life of 
trade, and equally benefits the commu- 
nity. "A. conſtant petſon, then, i 18 a8 
blameable as a miſer, who arreſts the me- 
dium of traffic, and hoards up a treaſure | 


uſeleſs in ĩtſelf. unleſs ſet free Oe the emo- 
boment af; gther e381; 1161 Vas . 3 


Hos fait di Ani Wo. I 


. a - Beſides, what Aatisfaction; is, N * a 
miſtreſs, to Wag one is held attached, 
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by reaſori only? How languid the plea- | 
ſure!.. What violence ſuſtained, in feign- 
ing to love, where paſſion has ſurceaſed ! 
It rarely, happens, that. fondneſs becomes 
extinct on both ſides, at the ſame time; 
and then, what a misfortune is conſtancy! 
It m may be compared to the eruelty of that 
antient tyrant, who chained the living and 
the dead together. What difference 6 
| there, /betwegn, the inflictions? 
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Root out a prejudice then, fo injiirious 


00 ſociety!” Follow my advice tender 
® your dddiefſes: to the Preſident's widow you | 


mentioned to me lately; the may per- 


haps lie a lirthe heavy an hands now and 


then; but at leaſt, the will not degrade 


your pallion- If, as you" ſay, ſhe be as 
degeent in ſenſe, as ſhe abounds i in beauty, 


her empire nl not continue long; you 
will be then the fooner' reſtored to liberty 


again; wand 1 doubt not but another, or 


many other 3 way ſucceed. Nay, 
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perhaps you mily/ or Wait abe f.gwinſs W- 
er for 1 perceive; froh the lier. 
tinifm of your fefter, tft ybu; ae become 
cute æ nan te, 1 e ng fy fem you 
baer adopted, is perfectly in chat chatae⸗ 
ker, ati" is of adtrrabhle der vn y. Let 
Fel tc Hint one ambit; ff you! Fave Com“ 
ttented another; Ak not- 10 Hithtdr4 
1 fourfef ft6q) 4 frft en gagenfent. but i 
proportion to yd ur Prögleſs m A econd 
Can any thing be better contrived i Hut, 
as;all theſe ſage precautions may leays;ops : 
paluckily, unprovided ; as ſomg ent he: 
d the reach. of human foreſight; mx 
bly diſconcert.your, poligigsy or, rathes 
confound Jour devicer- to. eſtabli heit, a8. 
principleg to part always on friendly. terms 
With youf former: miſtreſſes,,jn order te re- 
ſerve ſome what to amuſe your ven. 
this. mult confeſs,” Marquis, ewe you | 
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improvement upon the wiſdom of ſuch 
« . plan, al HET, a= Adieu. 


I ds got Knew How: I. Babe the'evainge - 
to ite you 'flith ng anch filly letters. I 
find fo auch pleaſure in Vorrefiohdihg with 
you, Mat it wobick alatch me, if I did fiot 
know my Heart” Well. But, 1 fecngllect 
chat it iv at preſeht lege: ad i muſt 


thetEfote Eevp on ty guid; för fome tine: 


wtf find you Hive Fulton inte & Mitn6tit 
lately, 6f ſiyng tender things ta we An 
NR if fires | 
#F hel Ie Jus; Nin yo Hens 
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| o may make: a jeſt . of it, ir you 


ten with the fair Preſidente. Believe me, 
Marquis, that I fee farther into your heart 


than you. do yourfelf. I have known a 
. number of well-meaning people, with all 
the ſincerity in the world, imagine like 


you, that they were mightily in love; 


while, in fact, they were not in the leaſt 
actuated by * one ne f t 4 | 


pans: 33 


id. 


it is of thoſe of the body; ſome are real, 


and others imaginary. Every thing that 
attaches. you to a woman, is not always 
love. The habit of being together, the 
facility of ſeeing each other, the flying 


* one's en, the amuſements of galan- 


we 4+ «@ 2 


pleaſe ; ; but I do affirm it for a 
_ that. you are not, in reality, ſmit- 2 


1 is of Pr ne of the PT as 
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try, the deſire of pleaſing, the hope of 


ſucceſs; in a word, a thouſand other mo- 
tives, which reſemble an elephant as much 
as a paſſion, are what men, more fre- 
quently than is imagined, , miſtake for 
love: and women alſa; aſſiſt; to confirm 
you in this error. Flattered at the ho- 


mage they receive, while it feeds their va. 


nity, they rarely examine into the philo- 
ſophy of the matter. And are they not 


in the right of it? What a deal of Fler 


5 an nen ar 1907-0 zeta! 
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To the motives I have pron mentioning, 


you may add another, which is as likely as 


any to deceive you with regard to the na- 


ture of your affections. The Prefidente is 
i as pretty. a woman as any in Pa- 
juſt entered into her werde; and has 


N refuſed the addreſſes of a man of 


high merit and accompliſhments. : - - No- 
thing could ſurely flatter your vanity more, 
than-ſuch a conqueſt z which might pro- 
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cure ydu at oncg that enjpty fame, you men 
are generälhy ſo puffed up with. Phis, 
Friend: Marquis; is what you call love 89d 


i mayche a difficult matter td undeeeive 


vu: for When fanguine misds have once 
coñceivec af imaginary diforder} che nit 


foteign eee pg ale apt co er eee 


thereal oe | | far 949997 INT 28 et 
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age: may. be n 3 60 =P 
h Hort time, to hear witk what gignit) yon 


will ſpeak ef your ſuppoſod ſentiwents 
how ſeriouſly you will think they have a 


A grütefub en And 


the deferecet that due her ei igt In 


e wee their due? But, thecevent thin) 
leaf up year underſtancitig; and y- Win! 


ality be the Hyſt te laugh ar tiſet ar of imm. 
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Spuk E tel you beinen mapobtni 


Aha mn 1 am N that you will 


ne ver 


- 


—_ in lo gain. Tou will be 


ſenſible for the future, of but wandering 
likings. ſlight attachments, or caprięi- 
qua engage ments. 158: rens will but: 


lightly glance ger your. g mail. 


You will no more, indeed, ſuſtain its 


Pains hut can you eber again experience 


its pleaſures? Can you ever expect to; 


find, in ſuch e47eppere paſſions as you have 


_ throws yourlelk; away upon, any of thaſe 


delicate and delicious: moments, whiehffor - 
merly framed your higheſt bliſs ! I do not 


mean to; flatter you; but 1 think I Oo. e 
you the juſtiee to ſay, that yqur heart is 


formed for .refined pleaſures. It is n 


you therefore, upon whom I charge the 


unhappy diſipation of your preſent life; 
it is upon the ſilly! young men you allo. 


ciate wirk z with, whom the fe of pleaſure, 


is its abe; and example Je ads you. But 


this/giddineſs'of the ſenſes, will ſooner or 
Er and you pes be Cn 
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ble —at leaſt, I viſh it ener- wer you 
have been miſtaken in two inſtances, with 
regard to the ſituation of your heart. You 
think it is enamoured of the Prefidente'; 
you will then perceive your error. Tou 


think that it has ceaſed all ſentiment for 


the Counteſs, - But remember what I have 
told you. A time may come, when we 
ſhall talk upon this ſubject, with more plea- 


ſure and leiſure. Let us 2 7 b now” to 


„ „ 


the reſt of your letter. fn 


be” believe you will ri Pong Mar- 


quis, but you were at a loſs how to em- N 
ploy your time this morning, when you 


amuſed yourſelf in reading over all my 


letters; and I fancy that you were not a 
üttle out of humour alſo, by your playing 


tbe critic upon them as you have done. 


Some brilliant party, ſome flattering aſ- 


ſignation, muſt certainly have failed you 


juſt them. But I do not mean to elude the 
i _ you propoſe. I * 75 ſay, | 


to 


Ry My tf mb ws oo oi ©. 


— 
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to contradi&t myſelf often. Should I ac-" 


knowledge this to be true, might I not, 

at the ſame time, make the apology that 

th Bruyere did to ſome cavils of the ſame 
kind? It is not I that contradict myſelf, 


: but the beart upon which 1 reaſon. 7 


But 40 you conclude fon hence, that 
all J have ſaid on this ſubject is falſe? [I 


can hardly think you ſo ignorant. How 


ever, it is not unlikely, that being per- 


plexed by the various ſituations I have 
found you in, 1 might have appeared fome- 
times to deſtroy thoſe maxims I had before 
advanced, upon different occaſions. May 


it not be probable, that upon ſeeing you 


in danger of falling into error, I might 


have preſſed too far thoſe truths, which 


weakly urged might be thought too inſuf- 


ficient to have reclaimed you? How do 
I know, in fine, but that being intereſted 
in the happineſs of a friend, my warmth 


o ſerve her may have ſomewhat warped 
NEG : 15 my 
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* gngerity? But 0ne;wayld;fancy. that 
I, wasas jdle.as you, to anſwer ſeripuſly to 


the. cavils-gf 3 gur: letter. Might 1, not | 


hays -pgrcgived, gt. firſt gh ty. tak. ere 
way, more" pique than critigiſm, in it & Buß 
this is the laſt time neu dale er al buſe my 


good-nature. Adieu. 


| A MY diffcrenypeiſn Fram _— 13 Allure 
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T Wet pity is, that van late got A. wo: 

| Ki og I. ſhould haye ſo 

dülpu ting With Po about our. new. faſhioned 
head⸗dreſſes. 1, never lam. any thing, ſo 

KN@rMOPs. as the height of them. Hop- 

eyer- Marquis, 1 really think that, if, the 

Prefdere docs not, put on one, Incantl- 


dem you; ent infecency, TO ar 


7 (gh 409: JAPSEE to her. 
pe 887 | ene 8 20 ee 85 
N W fl on NEL" 841 . 1 


lam going 
to conſole myſelf for your: ingratitude With 
ihe coverſaiion f uMonbeus de 


mach pleaſure. in 


LerTeR 


LETTER II. 
57s then a ſettled” affair, it ſeems. 
Say what 'I will, you remain ſtil} 


 crificed a beloved rival to you, and you 
are in triumph. How ready is your va- 
nity to take advantage of every thing! 
But, I ſhould laugh heartily, 1 your 


you an audience of leave, in a day or two: 


For, it is not at all impoſſible, but that 


the ſacrifice you ſo much glory in, may be 
meerly a fineſſe d amour. During the free 
| commerce you have. had among women, 
have you never picked up fo much expe- 


e | rience, as to ſuſpect every ſentiment they 


- I affect ? But, if your yielding fair one 
ſhould have only played you off, to awake 
the drowſy. paſſion of her former Celadon; 
if you ſhall find yourſelf, after all, but 
made a tool of, and uſed as the whip of 

Vol., II. 1 artifice, 
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artifice, or /pur of jealouſy,'l beg you may 
not loſe your ſenſes i in wonder and amaze. 
ment. TS 


« . 


The Profidente,, you'll tell me, has not 


the leaſt manner of cunning, and is there- 


fore incapable of ſuch a ſtratagem. My 
dear Marquis, love is an admirable tutor 
and the dulleſt perſons imaginable in other 
matters, frequently diſcover a more ſubtle, 
Juſt and certain diſcernment, than the 
wiſeſt heads, where the intereſt of their 
hearts happen to come into queſtion, But, 
let us quit your particular inſtance, and 
| Theak in general, of men in the like cir- 


. cumſtances. 1 . 


They! imagine, 3 as you hs a the 
ſacrifice which is, made them. of a. rival, 
' ſuppoſes their ſuperiority over him. But 
how often does it happen. that the for- 
mality of this renounce, is a meer farce ? 
It he: you — eichte che loved 


EE, him, 
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him, or ſhe did not. If ſhe had loved 
him, *tis-plain by her quitting, that ſhe 
loves him no longer: And in that caſe, | 
what glory have you; to- boaſt, upon ſuch 
a preferedce ? If ſhe never loved him, 
what have you to be proud of, in triumph- 
ing over a man, toward whom ſhe had al- 
ways been indifferent ? | 


There is another caſe. alſo, where vou 
may be preferred, without having any 
more reaſon to flatter yourſelf on the con- 
queſt; and that is, when the vanity of 
your miſtreſs is greater than her paſsion 
for the diſgraced lover. Your rank, fi- 
gure, character, and fortune, may deter- 
mine ſuch a one in your favour, It is 
very rare, (L ſpeak it to the confuſion of 
women, nor are men a bit more rational 
in this teſpect) that a lover, who has no- 
ching but paſsion and high ſentiments: to 
urge, can long ſtand his ground againſt 
one who is diſtinguiſhed by his quality, 
* ENS — 
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his - ſtation, his dependents, his liveries, 
| r ef „ # „„ # „„ 
. Beſides, the deceaſed pre 

ſident was a judge, and without doubt as 
formal and old-faſhioned as his band or 
peruke. What an impreſsion to be worn 
away, by a courtier and a warrior, ſuch 
as you! | 


. Well, Marquis, will you believe my 
Prophecies again? What did I tell you 
* * Has the Chevalier found it ſuch 


F The N. which follows here, in «he 3 
appears unintelligible to me. The conſtruction of 
the words is eaſy enough, but the meaning or ſcope 
of them, is difficult. I have, therefore, left them 
cout in the tranſlation ; chuſing rather to give 25 

ſenſe than nonſenſe. But ſhall give them here, in 
the original, to exerciſe the ingenuity of my read- 
ers. Deès que PAmant le plus tendre peut faire rou- 
gir une femme; des qu'elle n'dfe avouer ſon Vain- 
queur; des qu' 'elle n'dſe meme ſe faire un merite de 
la facrifier, je le prẽdis, ſon règne ne ſera pas long, 
Elle ne ſera embarraſſce que de choiſir dans toutes le 


bonnes raiſons qu'elle aura, de le quitter. Oo 
| dif- 


% 
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a difficulty to perſuade your Penelope ?— 


This deſponding miſtreſs, juſt expiring on 


the loſs of one lover, in leſs than a fort- 
night, has accepted another, pretends a. 
paſsion for him, ſurrenders, and is for- 


ſaken. Has ſhe loſt any time, think you? 


Your ſentiments, I pray, upon this ſub-- 


ject. ; : ky 
La: Adiedd.. 
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LETTER Li, 
ES, Marquis, it is to my friendſhip, 


it is to my counſels, that the Coun- 
teſs owes the tranquility ſhe now begins to 


enjoy, But I cannot conceive for what 


' reaſon you ſhould complain of the indif- | 
ference ſhe marks toward you. And do 


you expect pity from me? I ſhall have 
great compaſsion for the wounds of vanity 
truly! Men are the oddeſt creatures! 
They would have women ſtill regard them 


as objects of conſequence, tho? in quitting 


them, they generally negle& nothing to 
manifeſt their indifference toward them. 


What ſignifies to you, the love or hate 
of one, you have now no longer any paſ- 


ſion for? Your jealouſy of the little Duke 
is ſo unaecountably ridiculous, that it 
made me laugh outright, when I came to 
that part of your letter. Is it not natural 
and. rational too, that a woman ſhould 


conſole : 
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conſole herſelf. for your Joss, by liſtening 
to the addreſſes of a perſon who knows o 
much better, how to prize her beauty and 
merit? Now prithee inform me, my 
good client, by what rule in equity you 
are become plaintifF in this ſuit ? Examine 
your conſcience, and ſubſcribe to Madame 
die Sevignt's expreſſion, that your heart is 
mad, my poor Marquis! 8 


e the propoſition. you make 


me is whimſical enough, It would be 


ſome port certainly, to aſſiſt in your ſcheme 


of revenge, againſt your faithleſs miſtreſs ; 
if it was only out of ſpleen, on one hand, 
and for the oddity of the thing, on the 


other, we ſhould commence. a ſort of 4 
mock- amour, forthwith. - But ſuch a fro- 


lic may take an unlucky turn perhaps; 
for love, even the moſt innocent, may be 
compared to a kitten, that is apt to ſcratch 


you, while you are only playing with it. 
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Therefore, friend Marquis, you may 


keep your heart to yourſelf, for me; I 
ſhould' make a ſcruple to deprive com- 
merce of ſo choice a commodity. Beſides» 
I am really ſo weary of the inſipidity of 
men, that for the future, I ſhall trouble 


myſelf with none of them, except my 


friends, One always feels ſome regret” at 


parting with a lover. I begin to taſte the 


ſweets of repoſe, and woud continue to 
enjoy them. 1 


— 


It is whimſical enough, that you. u ſhould 


| Grit i imagine you needed conſolation your- 
elf, and then take it into your head that 
I required the fame relief, becauſe the 


Marquis de - - is gone upon his em- 
baſly. Indeed you are deceived, My 


friends ſuffice me, as I told you before ; J 


and if you would remain among that num- 
ber, I adviſe you to ſend me no more bil- 
lai-doux—otherwiſe— 
FEY Adieu Marquis, 
LETTER 
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LETTER LI, 


in Marquis, ; that I ſhall at once 
break off all manner of commerce 
with. you, for the future, if you continue. 
to accoſt me in the way you have lately - 


done. What evil. ſpirit. has put it into 


your head, to attempt rivalling the ab- 
ſent? Was any creature ever. ſo teazed 
and rallied, as I was yeſterday evening? 
However, you entered into your part with. 
ſuch addreſs, that whatever mind I bad to. 
be angry with you, I could not find in my: 
heart to be ſo. What kind of event this 
may take, I cannot. ſay; but this one 
thing is certain, that you ſpend your time 
very; idly ; for be aſſured, that I have not 
the. leaſt ſymptom of paſſion for you at 
preſent; and what is more, I can anſwer 


for it, that I never ſhall.  Yes,. Sir,—ne- - 
ver. But, *tis merry enough, to perſuade - 
one © ae they are afflicted, that they want: 
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| conſolation ; 5 in ſhort, to take upon you 

to judge of others feelings, better than 

they can themſelves ! This is like the im- 
pertinence of the ſhoe- maker, who pre- 
tended to tell his cuſtomers where the 
thoe pinched m7 | 


But to ſpeak of this matter, a little 
more ſeriouſly. Prithee refle& for a mo- 
ment, upon the folly of your attempt 
Would it be. generous, would it be decent 
in me, think you, to ſupplant my friend? 
For a woman who has aſſumed the charac- | 
ter of a Mentor with you, who has acted 
the part of a parent to you, to- dwindle, 
after all, into that of a miſtreſs? Rambling 
 libertine, as you are, if youth and beauty. 
could not hold you, what bands ſhould 
ſuch an old maid as I, pretend to tye you 
with? Perhaps your ſole view in my con- 
queſt, may be meerly to know, whether 
love is the ſame with me in practice, as it 


s in ſpeculation... But L will ſave you the 


expence 


— 
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expence of ſo much time and trouble, 
and ſhall ſatisfy your curioſity, gratis. 


You muſt know, then, that women, 


one and all of us, rarely act conformably = 


to their ſentiments. This is what you 
would have the fulleſt inſtance of, in a 
commerce of galantry with me. All 
that I have ſaid to you, upon love and 


women, would not inſtruct you after what 
manner 1 ſhould conduct myſelf on ſuch an 


occaſion. There is vaſt difierence between 
thinking and feeling ; between acting for 
ourſelves, and reaſoning for others. You 
would then diſcover in me a number of ſin- 
gularities, that would ſoon make you weary 
of your engagements. I have quite a dif- 
ferent caſt of mind from moſt women, — 
Lou may know them all, without know- 
ing Ninon. And believe me, that all you 
might diſcover, ' new or extraordinary in 


me, would not repay you half the expence 
of inveſtigation, You ſet my price too 


ä high, 
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1 bigh, | tell you before-hand : you expend 


too much in expectation ; more than I am 
_ reſponſible for. I ſhould never quit ceft, 
believe me. Diſpoſe of yourſelf in a more 

brilliant liſt. The court affords you 
groupes of young and fair, with whom, 
you will run no hazard of tiring yourſelf _ 
with exertions of wit and . 


1 confeſs, however, that 1 Ni hw 
been pleaſed if you had called in to ſee me 
| to-day; for I was moſt of the afternoon, 
plagued with. a difpute. about the antients. 
and moderns, It. is bothering my head ſo. 


much. ſtill, that I am very near accepting 
your compliment ſeriouſly, that I am not 
yet far enough on the decline, to occupy. 

_ myſelf entirely with the ſtudy of ſcience - 
or to bury. myſelf alive, with muſty an- 


tients. If you would behave a little ra- 


| tionally, and drop the humour of mak ing 
' ſpeeches, I really think I ſhould prefer 


your. company to any other, to interrupt. 


Ta MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. — 


and enliven. now and then, ſuch ſerious: 
occupations. *' But you are ſo ungoverna- 
ble, and ſuch a profligate, . that I dare 
hardly invite you to ſup with me to-mor- 
row. I miſtake in ſaying to-morrow; for 
it is now near two o'clock in the morning, 
and I conſider that my letter cannot reach 
you *till noon : So take notice, that it is 
this very evening I expect you. 

Will you complain of me now? Is 
not this an aſſignation in form? But let 
this careleſs freedom convince you, that I 


am not much afraid of you, and that I. 


ſhall attend to your amorous views, no far- 


ther than will juſt amuſe me. You ought. 


to know that I am not a perſon to be ea- 
ſily ienpoſed upon, that WAY. 1 have ye alt. 


by heart. | 
Adieu, | 


ro Þ © _ LETTER: 
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J Ought i no longer, to conceal from you, 

the laſt reſolve of the Counteſs, with 
regard to you. While I could preſerve 
her ſecret, without betraying the friend- 
| ſhip I had conceived for you, I have been 
faithful to her. Bur ſhould I reſerve 
what I am now going to communicate to 
you, you would probably, have cauſe one 
day to reproach. me - ſeverely, Notwith- 
ſtanding the many. infidelities you have 
been guilty of, whatever pains ſhe has 
taken, to perſuade you that you were in- 
tirely forgotten, you have never ceaſed to 
be moſt tenderly remembered by her.— 
Tho' ſhe has endeavoured to puniſh you, 
by an affected indifference, ſhe could ne- 
ver refrain from the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you: And it was in compliment to her, 
that J have ſometimes feigned quarrels 
with you, in 1 order to bring you the of- 
tener 
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tener on your penitentials, before me. 


Hut all theſe thifts have not been ſufficient, 
do ſatisfy a heart ſo intimately affected; 

and the Counteſs is upon the very criſis of 
executing a deſign, which I have a long 
time oppoſed. You may. inform yourſelf 
of the particulars,” from the letter ſhe 


wrote to me yeſterday; and which I ſend 


qu incloſed. 


. Letter PE the Cons” fo 
| Madame de L'ENCLOS. | 


- « If you would remain my fin dear 


Ninon, ceaſe. to combat my reſolution. 
You know that it is not a ſudden tranſ- 
Port. It is neither the reſult of a mo- 


mentary reſentment, a haſty pique, ner 
of deſpair. I have concealed nothing 
from you. The poſſeſſion of the Mar- 
quis's heart, would have conſtituted my 


higheſt felicity, had-I been able to have 


inſured it for lite, 1 ſhould haye been, 


certain 
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certain of loſing it for ever, if J had been 
indiſcreet enough to have accorded him ä 
thoſe favours he ſolicited for. His in- 
conſtancy has ſhewn me, that the oppoſite 
conduct is not always a certain method of 
preſerving a lover. One muſt renounce- 
this paſſion entirely, ſince men are found 
| incapable of an attachment more tender, 
tho' not leſs pure, than that of ſimple 


friendſhip. 


« You know too well, that F am not 
ſufficiently cured, not to feel perturba- 
tions every time I ſee the Marquis. 
Flight is the only remedy for this evil, 
and it is the one I am determined to be- 
take myſelf to. I am not in the leaſt ap- 
prehenſive of what the world may ſay, 
upon my retreat into the country. I have 
prevented thoſe who might perhaps be 
ſurprized on this occaſion, It is known | 
that I have lately gained a conſiderable» 
proceſs againſt my huſband's executors: . 


1 have 
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I have made a plauſible pretext of going 


to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate of - - - », 
which they conteſted with me. I have 
thus obviated the malignant ſatisfaction of 


the public, in putting their own conſtruc- 


tion upon my election of ſolitude; and 

at the ſame time, removed all ſuſpicion 

from the Marquis, of his having the a 
your in this determination. | 


wy 


«] ſend you herewith, his picture and . 


letters. Good Gods, how weak is human 


nature ! Muſt it require a conflict then, to 


quit a plague? But the ſtrife is over 
and my reſolves ſhall never—never falter 
more. Sympathize with me the mean 


while, my dear friend ; ,and remember 


the promiſe you have given me in confi- 


| dence, to declare the moſt perfect indif- 


ference, on my part. Whoever breaks 


off in reſentment, publiſhes their pique 
and regret at the rupture. Tis but a mo- 


deſt way of begging a reconciliation. 
And 
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| And as | have now, not the leaft deſire of 


renewing my engagements with the Mar- 


quis, I would. have you return him the ar- 
ticles I ſend you; obliging him, as we 
agreed upon before, to make me the ſame 
reſtitution, You, may ſay, that the exi- 
gence of my affairs has required me to 
leave Paris, for ſome time; but I intreat 


that you will not be the firſt to mention 


me to him. 


\ 


| 6] ſhould be confided. my thee 
Ninon, at parting from you, did I, not 
hope to ſee you frequently in my retire- 
ment, You write freely to your friends; 
and if you judge of them by the tender- 
neſs and eſteem they bear you, there is 
not a ſingle one among them, more worthy 
of that title, than me. I reckon upon 
your correſpondence, 'till I ſhall, have the 
higher pleaſure of your converſe, You 
are not now to learn my ſentiments about 
you, | PFarewel.“ 
NO I have 
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J have no advice to give you, Marquis, 
upon this orcaſion; and all the favour I 


ſhall defire of you is, never to expoſe the 
difingenuouſneſs of my conduct, in this 


affair, which the Counteſs would have juſt _ 


reaſon to reſent. All that I have to ex- 
cuſe me to myſelf, is, that you have loved 
her too fondly, to look upon this reſolve 
with indifference and if I am not much 

miſtaken, I might, perhaps, have injured 


the intereſts of 2th, * in it from 


you. 1 


\ 


EETTER 
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LETTER LV. 


AM charmed at what you have done, 

Marquis, and you are a moſt worthy 
creature, after all. Fear not—Your be- 
haviour, my inſtances, and better thah 
either, her own unextinguiſhed flame, will 
conſpire to conquer the reſiſtance of the 
| Counteſs, Every thing ought to deter- 
mine her to accept the offer you make her, 
of your hand; and I can venture to pro- 
miſe you, even at preſent, that her pride 
alone reſiſts equally our intreaties, and her 
own inclinations. 


I preſſed her warmly this morning, to 
declare in your favour z and her laſt de- 
fence was, the fear of new revolts, on 
your part. Chear up, ſays I; one very 
promiſing circumſtance, on his ſide, is, 
that he is now undeceived with regard to 
| other women, upon comparing them with 

the, 
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the one he had quitted. Men of ſenſe or 
principle, haye but a certain number of 

treſpaſſes to permit themſelves. The 

Marquis has already paſſed through thoſe 

which his youth and condition of life 
ſeemed almoſt to juſtify. He indulged 


himſelf in them, at a time when they 


might be at leaſt excuſeable. He has ſped 
all the frolics of his age and claſs; and 


having thus paid his tribute to the faſhion 
of the times, he is become now, free of 


life, and may be at liberty to act agreea- 
bly to reaſon and virtue, for the remainder 
ok it, The only objection, of modern days, 


that is likely to ſtand againſt him, may be 


his appearing too fond a huſband : But 
this is a foible which will readily be par- 
doned in him, by thoſe who either ſee, or 
know you. 


| «You riſk nothing then, my dear _ 
Counteſs; you have yourſelf paſſed through 


the character of a fine lach, but had too 
| much 
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much ſenfe to continue in it long. You 
quitted it upon trial, and. the Marquis 

imitates your example. Remit therefore, 
his paſt exceſſes, and ſuffer not your ob- 
ſtinacy to kill him with. deſpair. The 
world would exclaim nde 


In mort, I prayed and preſſed, without 
ceaſing, and left her in. a ſort of irreſolu- 
tion, which I dare ſay will ſoon be deter- 
mined in your favour, as her reſiſtance 
has probably begun already to render. her 
extremely uneaſy: | T 5 


Well, Marquis, if the agitation that 
ariſes from all this, will give you leiſure to 
reflect upon what I formerly told you, will 
you not be apt to think me ſtill, in contra- 
diction with myſelf ? I had at firſt adviſed 
you to-treat the paſſion of love en cavalier, 
and to trouble yourſelf with no more of it, 
than might juſt ſerve to amuſe you; and 


that either as lover or galant, you ſhould 
— 8 ſuffer 
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ſuffer. yourſelf to be bound, by a ſlip-· ænot 


only. But then J ſpoke to you upon a 
general topic, and relative to the genera- 
lity of women meerly. Could I at that 
time, propheſy that you would be ſo 


happy, to meet and engage with ſuch a 
charmer as the Counteſs, who to the beau- 
ties of her _ ſex has joined all the me- 


rits of yours? What a lucky mortal you 
are! Now going to poſſeſs in the ſame 
perſon, at once the moſt amiable miſtreſs, 
and the moſt eſtimtble friend! 2 Deign to 


admit me A third in this choice union, and 


I ſhall not deem myſelf leſs fortunate than 
either. For if there be in nature, an 


higher bliſs than rejoicing in the happi- 


nas of our friends, we muſt attend *cill 


angels ſhall pronounce 1 
| | Farewel. 


| END or rur LETTERS. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Tas, TRANSLATOR 
To 


READER: 


Letters, which 1 hope will entertain. 


the reader, as much as they have done 


the tranſlator; for in truth, there is 
an uncommon deal of wit, humour, | ſpi- 
rit, and 3 ſenſe, 3 thro? 
the whole, 53 3 
BE. 9 However, 
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Have 1 fin imed this Collecion of 
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However, it may be plainly received 
in theſe writings, that Ninox's principles 
of philoſophy, had been tainted by her 
converſation with the"greateſt male wits 
of France, La Brayere, Nocbefaucault, 
St. Evremond; Fontaine, &c, Por the 
cynical manner, in which ſhe treats the 
ſuhject of love, is but part of that diſin- 
genuous philoſophy, Which the French 
Vriters in general, apply to every human 
affection or moral; reſolving friendſhip, : 
gratitude, filial and paternal ties, in ſhorts 
every ſpecies and degree of VO, into a 


Selfiſh motive. CA T> 


Tis true, that Madame 4 P Enclos has 

laid open the avenues, and inmoſt reoeſſes 

of the female heart, betrayed its weakneſs, 

and pointed out thoſe; peculiar foibles, 
where the arts of men may attack it with 
moſt probability of ſucceſs: Nut then, it 
may at the ſame time he obſurved, that ſhe. 
deſcribes her ſex, in thoſe inſtances, as in 
7:1 Kaus 
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1 # 


| a ftate. of nature, unimproved by. education, 


unreſtrained by religion, and unaſſiſted 


by grace: And truly, under ſuch a ſtate 


of original fin, ſhe has been perhaps, at 
too great an expence of addreſs, to cir- 


cumvent ſo defenceleſs an enemy. 


Moſt of the French writers determine 


the morals of mankind, from the ſenti- 
ments of their own. breaſts. But rea- 
ſoning from particulars to generals, hag 
never been admitted for ſound philoſophy. 
Tho a thief at the gallows, confeſſes his 


conſtant diſpoſition to ſteal, we ate not 


ſurely from thence to argue, that another 


man may not view a purſe 


# 4 4 


as little inclination to purloin i it, as 50 o rob | 


s.tplip of ita colour. 


10 this 46 is writers, © could with 


that the world would join in refuſing 
their afrogated title f Morals ſts 5 ibd. 
more juſtly Rite | them Satirifs. Tho? 


I think 
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1 think that even this, would be creating 


them with too much reſpett ; for as they 


ſpeak of human nature, rather with the 


contempt of a Lampooner, I ſhall always 
chooſe to deem them Libellers of man- 


kind. : | e 5 


? th 


Such men may be” fad. as my — 9 
remarks, in his notes upon tranſlation,* to 


hold out the wrong ſide of tapeſtry . to 
view, by which all the beauties of colour- 

ing and propoi tion are concealed, and 

only the groſſer lines and coarſer figures 
: expoſed. | 


The Sheen; nooſe to acts of 


benevolence and charity, has been often 


miſtaken for the end; from whence, ſel-. 


fiſkneſs has, bz Feria O_o 


v 


7 3 52 7 on claffc rrenflation, i in this work. See | 
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latter pare of the tranftgtor; to the reader. | 


imputed 


= 
as fend 11 1 KEE 
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= Apen to virtue. But a very little abs 
| traction may help one to diſcover," that 
pleaſure is the rompanion only, and neither 


the end, or motive. To ſupport life and 


health, is the intent or purpoſe of eating 


and drinking. To theſe; the reliſhes of 


taſte are added, from the meer bounty of 


Providence; to gratify, as Well as Satisfy 
the natural appetites. And the pleaſure 
ariſing in the mind, upon having done, 


or even deſigned any worthy action, may; 


be ſomething analogous to this. 


1 - 
#3 $7.3 


1 ſhall make uſe of the above alluſion, 


farther, to carry me through the argument 


T would maintain; for I do not deny, 


that there i is a moral epicuriſm, as well as 4 


valaral one; and that by frequent contem- 
plation upon the concomitant pleaſure, it 
may become at length, the ſole end, in 


particular agents. So [that virtue may 


thus be ae to ſenſuality, and have 


its 
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its pure eſſence quite deſtroyed, in the 
minds of ſuch perſons. But ſurely, this 
does not alter its, original nature, any 
more than different colours become one, 
becauſe the jaundiced eye perceives them 
Alike, through a tainted medium. 1 5 


It! is a received opinion, that he bulk 
| of mapking do not know the real f motives 
from which they act. It i is poſsible in⸗ 
deed that I. for inſtance, may be guided 
by principles which I may be ignorant of. 
But then, in the name of common ſenſe, 
how. come theſe preſumptuous reaſoners to 
be better acquainted with them, than 1 
am myſelf? When ſuch fubtle philoſo- | 
phers pretend to tell me, that 1 am ac- 
tuated by motives. which 1 am not con- 
ſcious of in my own breaſt, they ſeem to 
talk as impertinently, aß che Jhor-maker, 


: mentioned by Ninon, Juſt now. . 


Letzer LIIL laſt lines of fix paragraph. - 
. „„ ids 
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Beſides, I will admit this i ignorance, in 


natural actions only, in ſuch as are meerly 


mechanical. But with regard to moral ones, 
the nature of them is determined by the 
conſciouſneſs of the agent. And if his re- 
ſolves ariſe ſimply, in his own mind, from 
principles of humanity, benevolence, or 
any other generous emotion, the virtue of 
| them 1s pure and diſintereſted, notwith- 


ſtanding the attendant pleaſure ; which a- 


riſing only from ſubſequent reflection, can 
no more taint the excellence of the firſt 
impulſe, than poiſon thrown into a fircam, | 
can infect its ſource. | 


| Readers, Farewel, - - 
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